PLEASANT HOURS,

Q
.

Alone.
BY RORT J. BURDETTE.

8ixce aho went homo,
Longer the evenlng shadows linger here,
The wintty Jays till 0 much of tho year,
And even summcr winds are chill and drear,
Since sho weut home.

Since ahe went home,
The robin’s note has toucliod o winor strain,
The old ;slul songe breathe out a sud refrain,
Aud laughter sobs with hiddon Wntter pain,
Sinco she wens hone.

oicov she went home,
How etill tho ompty rovimns her prosence bleat,
Untouchod the piflow that hor dear licad
reased,
My lloncl : heart hath nowhero for its rest,
g}iuco she went home

Since sho went home,
Thelong, long daya have crept away like yesrs,
The sunlight has beon dummed with doubts
and fearn,
And the dark nights havo rained 1w lonely
tears,
Sinco she went homo.
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THE THOUGHTLESS BOY.

THERE is a certain fault which many
poople do not count as a fault at all—the
speak of it as * o defect,” « blemish;”’
“a faiing,” and yet that little fault in.
jures more characters, spoils more lives,
causos more unhappness, than wmany an-
othor ein which we think far more dreadful.
The fault of which I wnito 1x thoughtless-
voss, and I think that boys are rather
prono to that habit: but no matter how
friendly, how bright, or how ubliging a boy
may be—uo matter huw much he may
mean o do right - if Lo & th. ughidess, it
spoils it all, for dun’t yuu scesf yoa can-
not depend upon a bus s dmng the mght
thing—af ho fails you just at the critical
moment— of what goud are his goud in-
tontions? Ho may come to you tho next
day with his face full of honest grief. ‘1
don’t thank,” says he. *‘I'mn ever so sorry
to haro annnyed you s0." and you Knew
that he is sorry, for you count upon Jack's
good heart always. But Jack's regrat
does not help matters at all.

*But,” says Jack, **1 cannot help it—
honestly Icannot. Am I to blame for for-
getting 7"

“Yes, Jack, you are. You can exerciso
your memory just as well as you can any
wusclo of your body, and one will grow
®zung and serviceablo with proper tran-
ing just like tho other

«But I have tried to romem
poor Taek, “and Tean'tdoit ™

*You havo unt tried hard onongh,” 1
insist  *Ysu cannnt break vp that miser
ablo habi® in a day, nora weck, nor a
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month, but in the course of a year, if you
sct tho whule furce of your nature against
3t, your friends will seo a decidod e?mngo
in you fur the berter.

“If you promise your mothor that you
will bo homo promptly at threu to do an
orrand for hor, bo there at the nunute, if
you have to tio strings around overy one
of your ton fiugers to mako you remeémnber
your ongagement.

**1f you promise to huy u copy of the
Tribune for your Aunt Mary on your way
to school and briug it home to her when
you come back, and Harry Davison joins
you as ho did the other day and you got so
engnged in chat that you walk five blocks
boyund the news-stand before you think of
tho paper, leavo Harry Davison and go
back and get 1t You will have torun, and
you will probably b a littlo late st school,
80 that you will have a mark for tardiness,
for you will have no propor oxcuse. Of
course your Aunt Mary would forgive you
if you did not bring her tho paper. Truo,
you mignt buy her onoe on your way home
from school, if they wero not all sold, but
do not rely upon any of these wvays out of
the scrape ; go back as fast as you can and
get tho paper; if you are late atschool,
take your tardy mark, for you deserve it:
but you will have kept your word as a
gentleman should, and that is of great im-
portanco. If you treat yourself with such
severity as this every time you forget any-
thing, {our mamory will learn to give you
the right reminder at the proper time.

*The troublo is, Jxck, you do nut think
these things are of suflicient importance.
It seoms absurd to you to tuke all of that
trouble for a newspaper, and you know
that your kind aunt will nccept any apology
that you chooss to make her. DBut it is
not for your aunt’s sake that I am writing,
nor for tho sake of the paper—that isa
little thing ; it is for the aake of your own
character. It is that you wmnay grow up to
be a truthful, reliable, trustworthy man.

“Truthfull” exclaims Jack and his
oolour rises at that.

*‘ Well in one way I never knew & more
truthful boy than you are. 1should rely
upon your account of any ciréutnstance
exacHy. I know you would relate it jus
as it occurred. But you said you wonld
mail that letter at once for me, yon know
—and did you? Yes, after it had lain all
night in your breast-pocket. Of course it
was only a trifle, and you were sorry, and
I excused you instantly : but the ideal
gentleman keops his word in trifles, you
know, as well as in things which aro more
important. And asit happencd that letba$
was not oxactly a triflo, for the fact thab {b
was not received when. it should have
been, caused somo anxiety.

*Indeed you and I nover know what
are the trifles of this world, for sometinmes
the ~hings which appear most trivial to our
&' rt-sighted oyes aro really very serious
n..tters; and tho only way for us to live is
to do whatover comes to us in the line of
duty in the most thorough mauner possi-
ble ; then we shall besure that no trouble
which conld bs helped will come eithor to
oursglvés or to anyono whoin wo love by
our thoughtlessness.”

o

THE SYMPATHY OF JESUS.

Jests suffered.  He suffered that he
might persunaily huve ahat tus people
havo to endure aud yass through. He
wished. to know all about us—to be as
nearly hiko us as ho could. He now knows
not only what we feel, but how wo feel.

No angel in heaven knows this; no
angel can, for an angel nover suffered.
The tonderness, therefcre, of Josus i3 far
boyond tho tenderncss of ah angel; yea,
of all tho angels in heaven.

Ho knows what bediiy pains are; and
ho knows what mental agitation, dejection,
and agony mean. His novves were shaken,
His soul was truubled. His body suffered
from hunger, thirst, cold, weariness, and
wounda. Ho suffored in overy part aud
from overy possible cause.

And hoe knows, tnercfore, the strength
necessary to bear, and the comfort necdful
to sustain. Ho feels for us  Alore,
feels with us. Ho is our Head; and we
aro his members. The sympathy of the
head with the menbers s yuick and con-
stan!, tender and putfect.” Such i the
sympathy of Jesus.

Suffering one, Christ alone can suitably
sympathize with thoe, because he alono
van eo sympathize as to sustain, sanctify
thy sufforings, and cortainly and honour-
ably deliver thoe. Jesus always has his
oye upun theo. Ho is touched with the
feeling of your infirmities. Ho will not
lay on you moro than you can bear, nor
il hie allow anyone else to do so.

Look to Jesus under all your ROTTOWS,
suflerings, and pains, and draw comfort
from this ~Jesus feols for me, Jesus feels
with me.

‘JUST AST AM."

Osce o boy camo to a city missionary,
and, holling a dirty and woll-worn biz of
paper, said : * Pleayo, sir, father sent mo
to got a clean paper like that.” Takwy it
from his hand, thre missionary unfolded it,
and found it was a pago containing that
beautiful hymn of which the first stanza is
as follows :

Just as I am, without one plea

But that thy blood was shed for mo,
Aud that thou bidst me come to theo,
O Lamb cf God, I come! I come!

Tho missionary looked down with in-
terest into tho face carnestly upturned to
him, and asked the little hoy whero he got
it and why he wanted a cleaz one.

“We found it, sir,” said heo, “in sister’s -
pocket, aftor she died; and she used w”
sihg it all the time when she was sick, and
aholoved it so inuch that father wanted me
to get a clean one to put in a framo to
h.:m'g it up. Won't Fou give me a cleanong, -
sirt" -

Tho Yittle pago with a sicplo bymn on it
had been cal;gon the air liko & fallen leaf’
by Christian hands, humbly hoping to do
some possible go i
school, probably, this poor little girl had .
thoughtlesaly recoived it, afterward to find
4it, wo hopg,; the gospol of her salvadicu.
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AN INDULGERT HIOTHER:
BY M. B. DTUOND.

Jer was an old black cat whase wiso
ways and looks caused much amusgment in
thofamily. She had onebit of pride ahout
hor: she would not eat with the other
vight mis—although she ron with them to
theot the pails of iresh milk, morning and
svening—but would wait for a saucer by
hereelf while thoy lapped theirs from the -
fiat fuck which had been hollowed out for
the purpose. Bhe also had one lazy habit;
she would not lie%on a rhair without a soft .
cushion in it. Besides these things, she.
was-a vory hard-working, patient mother
to large families of Littens, which it is.
feared she did not bring up very_well, since
thoy always left her to furnish them with
tmee and ground-squirrels. of which she .
was & skilful hunter. :
. In hét old. sge she adopted a white.:

kitten, which was found and brought honte ;-

by ono of .the children, ina weak and-be-
draggled ststo; and though sho was per-
haps too indulgent to him in some ways,
she kopt up strict discipline in the mattes
of cleanliness, washing his face berself
every day. Mozes did not like this very
weil, and would watch a chauce to get
awsy, but his new motker would hold
him down with one paw while she worked,
and if he succeeded 1n runming off would
run after him and box his ears until heo
was walling to be good and bavo a clcan
inoce.

He grew to be & handsome cat, ouch
larger than his foster-mother, but did not
scem to grow nshamed to let her still carn
his living for him. At last 1 think Jet
must have remembered that she wounld not
bo here always to tako care of this spoiled
child, and that it was best to undo the
cffects of some of her indulgence.  So she
took him one day sad suutccsl for tho woods
20 teach him to hunt for himsclf. .She
went on very cantiously, showing hum just
how to crecp softly and slily after th
gamo. But Moses was a foolish 4n
triling fellow, who bhad .never been taught
to do anything but plxy, and so he followed
behing, inakimg fan of his povr old mothst

ind her back, catching hor tall and
jumping in tho Jeaves t5 make a poiso.

ood. In somo littlo 1pission- .

At Inst Jot's patience was quite gens 4t
this foolishness, and sho turned back and
ave him such a whipping that he yan
gomo sulkysnd she went totho hunt aloné.
Whon sho camo back, however, sho brought
him a fat molo to make peaco with him; and
T think ho would casily forgive one who
was so vory-useful to him. .
At last old Job diod, and -the- chiliren
buried her where a clump of catnip made
a liead for hor grave : and now poor Moses,
who does not like to live without tho fresh
gamno ho is used to, has to catch it for him-
scif ; but, not-having beewr willing to learn,
he is not very skilful. The first timo he
sprang at o mouso he fell downstairs,
nearly breaking his neck. Ho Xkept hold
of the mouse, and no doubt found it better
than other mice, as we gencrally do what
we owrselves mako an offort for. Perhaps
his success made him proud, for the next
time ho saw a mouse he ran after it v fast
that both mouse and cat went into tho fire
on the hearch, and Moscs had to run on
threo logs for sovoral wegks on account of
burning ono paw so badly. T think the
foolish puss, like many peoplo who walk
on only two legs, has found out that life
would have been much easier and pleas-
anter if he had learned when he was young
to do'things woll.” .

NSRS :
Xpworth E@g Teague,

T Juniors. *
Wz Junior soldiers brave will be R
. To fight for Christ eur King;
..Ourhearts we'll give, for Jesus iva,
. And'lost ones to him bring,
. And.lost ones to him bring.

.t

’ CHORUS.

Welll march, weo'll march, :
*  With bauners wide unfurled, 1.
. W&l dhout and sing, make heaver ring
; :And’tell to all the werld,
And'tell to all ths world.

Our. battle.ground’s the field of sin,
Qur foes are millions atrong ;
We never, nover will givon,
Tor victory is our zong,
For victory is our song.
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.. JUNIOR LEAGUE »
. - PRAYER-MEETING TOPICS. . 1
o Juve 2, 1895.
-Forerp Tuexm Nor.—Mark 10. 13-18.

.. Jegus loves young disciples. Joho was the

youngest of the Saviour’s erly disciples, aitd
824 how greatly he was attached to him. He.
loved the young nan who camo to him with
£tho thquiry as to what he should do thas.he
might inherit cternal life. The Bible abonnds
with cucouragements relating to early piety..
Somo of those who were the most conspicaons
members of tho Charch in evéry agoe ¢om-
menced ther Christian ¢ourse in early.lifa,
Sec Joseph, Jusiah, and Timothy.

Intbo lesson which wa have flow to oo
wider Jesus cncourages évén children -to be
brought to mm.  The motbars of theso littls
ones wero desizous to obtain ‘some mark-of
favoar for-their loved ones, and -hard
to got an interview with the great Teacher,.
The disciples, probably witha visw to preveat
their Measter Leing troubled, rought to hindér
tho women from getting near the Saviour.,
But seo how Chnst resented their interfere
ence. He disapproved théir eonduct anhd
blarsed them. for thus acting, & clear proot
that he lhotes children. All menibers of
Junior Leagdes should theroforo comé to
Christ without delay, ho will not cast them
pub. -

The Mastét hore states, how - aro to
rocéive him, or becomoemembers of his family.
They are to posvess a child-like, humble agirit;
not proud or haoghty, but to be ‘“humble,
teachable, and mild.” No person will be made
a Christian who.is .proud. or arrogant and
cntertains the thonght that they possess any
worthincss in zhemaclves,  All-aro to zocept
salvation off Gospd terme.  *“Nothin in'my
band 1 brog, simply to .tby .c:onlg ing,”
must over bo.their cry. Jesus-loved . @6 and

b:le;iimiclf for mie. By his atiipes . we a1



