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valet*? ' li vs~iecog osct
the road te fortune %vas openl before hiiîn,
aid glaffly acceded te the proposai, bhvn
se înodestly and wisely ii ]bis niew spheN
that iii 1836 lie wvas appointedl objef con-
fidential servant to the Di)ue, coonstanitly
tta,ýehedl 10 bis person.

In the suiner of 1838 tho Dtîkce set ont
on a round of travels, takzing Ward witlî
hiiii. First lie went, to the ceroniation of the
Xing of Lornbardy, and after that eeremnony
lie proceeded te England on a visit te Quevii
victoria at Windsor Castie. Ward Nvenlt
too, of course. That ivas a coîning home.
Fiftecon years ago ho left England a mere
stable-boy, nov lie returned the fatitifuil
friend and valued servant of a royal dukze.
It was eneugli to turui the mian's head. But
Yorkshire lîeads are teugli and strong', and
Ward took lio liberties, in spite ef being
Iifted out of bis station.

Ne returned to Laucca with bis master,
as muoli devoted to bis initere-sts as ever.

It mînst nlot be supposed, hiowever, that
in ail these years hie had fergotten bis
relatives in Yorkzsire-far frein it. Hie
hia( paid tiienin anly a visit wvben sent to
England by Ibis master on horse-buying
errands; ne niat 1er 110wv busy lie was, lie
alwaý's mnade tine to sec bis father and
the dear old gr7andfitheicr at ilewden, bring-
in- theni presents and moniey, and telling
theni of bis Viennese wife, a niee yeung
wollian, and bis ceinfortable littie bomne
iiear the Palace in the foreign city.

Li the year 1813 \Vard rose Soule Steps
higher. The duchy of Lucca was in
trouble -money iatters going wreng.
lIow Lad this happened? The Dukze feul
iliwith. %vorry, the Diichess was at ber -%vite'
end. fluin stared thema in the face. Sule
thouglit of Ward, tho slirewd, faithful at-
tendant, and went te consult bin. %Vrd
toid lier what she and lier husband had
hiait guessed, that olle of the ministers wvas
acting treacherousiy, and hcoeugbit te be
disînaissed. he poor werried Dukze wvas
afraid to (Io tbis, 4o Ward was sent by the
Ducbess to Gab ýia, to fetch ber uncie, the
Arelbdukeo Ferdinand, te advise with thein.

This wvas a diflicuit, mat-ter to arrange,

but 'Ward got off at last, carryhng noe
j napers or instructions, for féar of being
robbed. W'hen hoe was safely across the
frontier lie set to worki and prepared a
clear stateinient, of the Duie's affiuirs
written in German, a langtiage ho noîv
linew very %«cli. he Archd(ukie compli-
inentcd hinii on bis abiiity and talkied over
tbe înattu'r %with hiîni, proînising to v'is'it
the Dulie of Lucea very sbortly. This lie
did, assistingô hirn to put biis affails to
rigbits and disniiss the unfaithful ininister,
se that, tue dineby wvas saved.

.Now, iii an outhurst, of gratitude to
Ward, the Dulie insistedl on his takiing the
place of the deposed man, and beconiiing
Minister of Finance

W\ard strengly objeeted. 1 1 arn only an
uneducatedl Englisli groom,' lie said, 'quite
unifit for s0 lii a post.'

'fhe Dulzo Nvas fiim, bowever; ho wvas
attaclied te Ward, tho Luccobese people
trusted hiin and likied bum, anîd at last,
Ward wvas obliged to give in, to accept the
post, and to becouie Baron MVard.

he Dulie iiow set te îvorki te makie hirn
a coat-of-arnis, sueli as nobles show.
The Silver Cross et Savoy with the Golden
Lilies ef France hie was te bave. Ward
bumb]y Ibegg(ed to be allowed somnething
Enghish about it, serne ' Johin Buils.'
'Well,' said the Dulie, ' then yeu shall
bave two buils regardant for yeur sup-
porters.' And se it '«as te bo. And 110w
Ward becanie iii deed, if net; in naine,
thic Dulie's primo ininister. He arranged
treaties, raised beans, and took in band the
business of thc State, always; witlî bbc
viewv ef serving e:ffectively bis royal master.

Orders, docorations, and honours '«ere
showered upon biim. WMard wvas surpriscd
at bis good fortune. ' For wvby,' bie %vrites
te bis fatiier, 1 do ail make sucli a fuss of
mec? initations on ail sides, ail admiying
a 'wonderful talent that I kniow netbing
et.

In 1S47 the Dulie et Lucca became
Dle ef Parma, and now political troubles
began, and in a very short time the Dille
hiad te fly froin ibis capital and bide hiîn-
self. MVard accompanied bim, botb dis-
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