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FENIAN PRISONERS SENTENCED TO DEATR.

YOL. Itobert Bloss Lynch and Rev J AMclahoy,
( * have been tried, found guilty, and entenced to
andergo thoe extreme penalty of tho law on the 13th of
gext month  They have both denied over and over
sgain that they had anything whatever to do with the
tenian organization. Lyuch clatmed to have been n
canada simply a3 a reporter for a newspaper and
MeMahon, o Roman Catholie prieat, cald that the
Fenians had compelled him to accompany them
Now, tho Fanfans, in all parts of the Unitad States, ns
s00n 8% thoy heard of the condemnation of theso men,
yeld meetings violently dennnclatory of the Canadian
suthorities, and threatening all sorts of retaliatory
meastires, in cace thelr senteuces were carrled out,
if the men are not Fenlane, why nced the brotherhoaod
ke up thelr canso with so much clamour? If on the
sther hand, thoy were, a3 was proven on their trials,
Fenians, alding and abetting in the invasion of Ca-
rada, then aro thelr sentonces most just, und they are
guilty withouta single excuso to palliate thelr criminal
conduct. As to the threats of the centres and circles,
they arc no more formidablo now than they were
s June last, nor {8 it likely that our Government will
be weak enough to give & moment’s thought asto what
vepgeanco thoe wordy brotherhinod may vow. Indeed,
it i almost certain, that wero the Government dis
posed to deal Ieniently swith them from any motives
whatsoever whether of morcy or policy, they will now
not jnterfere, but simply let the law take its course
and the deatls penalty bointlicted.  All that the windy
threatenings of the Fenfans can possibly accomplish is
to fasten moro sccurcly the fatal noose round the
cechs of their comrades and put it completely out of
the power of tho Government to exercise the preroga-
the of clemency in any way. They dare not yield to
threats and thay could hardly show clomoncy without
at least comiug under the strong fmputation of having
« yiclded,

PROSPECTS OF CONFEDERATION.

S the time draws near when our Cunadinn Dele-
A\ pates start for England to take part in the final
Conferonco on Confederation, more interest is being
1aken in tho question. Several ciccumstances have
tefded to glve importance to the approaching mect-
mg  Firstof all, & new Governmeont hasbeen installed
i England; a new Colonial Minister hias arizen at the
Colonial Office, and whether his views aro entirely in
accord with Mr Cardwoll, his predecessor, remains to
be scen. Then there is the delay which has taken
place in tho final negociations—the Maritime Provinco
Delegates walting for months the departuro of our
Minjsters. This delay is said to have improved the
good temper of Messrs, ‘Tilley, Tuppor, and their asso-
crates, and were it not that the Canadian Government
¢an plead the danger thero lately oxisted of a Fenfan
attsck upon the Province their dilatory conduct
would bo exceedingly reprehensible.  Aund last, but
oot least, there s the opposition of Mr. Joseph Howe
1nd the othor Anti-Uniou Delegates from Nova Sco-
us, whose active opposition—which, it {s said, will be
kept up even during the Conference meetings-—add
greatly to the fnterest with which the final result i
fooked foriwward to.

Thero 18 no denying the fact that the efforts of Mr.
tiowo in opposition to Confederation, have been par
tally successful. My, ¥owo is undeniably an able
mnan, and the pamphlet which he published is an ox-
ccediugly plausible production  Together with his
<ral cominunications, it bas gained to tho side of dis.
woion, somo leading jonrnalists wiio ought not to have
teen led away by tho very shallow sophistry in which
Afr. Howo's brockure abounds, Wo have not the
sightest fears, howerer, that the Statesmen of Eng-
nd, either Conservative, Whig or Radical, nill turn
tbheir backs upon a measuro fraught with such bene-
&ial consequences to British America, and 50 earnest
‘Fdesired by the great majority of its people. Thoy
may listen attentively to the arguments advanced by
Air. Howe~thoy may desiro to conciliato him and his
fricnds—but a very cursory glanco at tho question
aust show them that Union i3 copccived both in the
wierests of tho Colonies and of the Mother Country,
aud that the bitter diatribos indulged in agatost it avo
tst the futile surgings of disappointed ambition.

Very amusing is it to observe, that 3ir. Howo bascs
48 opposition to Confederation largely upon distike
of Canada and the Canadions, By his acconnt, we
weadreadful sot of people! Our country is indefen.
tble, and over hiead and cars in debt; our peoplo aro

dear knowswhat all else, We have sald thisattackon
Canada {8 amusing, but {t s only amusing as o harme
less display of mingled ignoranco and impudence. We
havo too much cespoct for our people to give respecs
tability to Mc Howe's rhodomontade Ly aunswering
it at longth—thio best answer belug the words of Mr.
Josepk Howo himself, who has repeatedly declared it
tobe +f the dream of his youth” to bring about just
atcl o Unfon with Canada as he now 20 conslstently
oppoges It is patuful 10 seo A nam whese past record
hins beow so crcditablo, staining his old age by op-
posing a measure to the ndvoeacy of which his youth
and earlier menhood were devotod: but §t is doubly
<0 to find that he has to descend to imaginary
griovaces, seasoned with abuse, as arguments to jus-
tify his inconsitency. We in Canada have not ap-
proached Confederation In a Jealous, xectiona. splrit.
Wo hiave entered upon no erusade of depreciation of
tho Sister Provinces; wo have notenquired who would
gain most or gain least by the measare.  But eurely it
is the climax of impudence and injustico for Mr
Howo to speak of Canuda as wishing to fatten herself
on the spoils of nts country. Such a charge fs  X-
ceedingly rich vhien the relative weulth of the two
countrics ix considered—when it is a fact that the
entries of importsand exports at the port of a siugle
Canadian clty are greatly larger than for all Nova
Scotia put together.  €anada isundcniably a wealthier
country than the other partics to Confederation, and
although wo may owe zomewhat more, wo havo better
public works to show for it, and aro better able to pay
it. Desides thus, ample satisfaction has been given in
tho Quebee resolutions for any difference In indebted-
neas—a faot which ought of jtseif to have long ago
rilenced the impertinonces of Mr. Howo and others re-
garding the point in questicn,

Whatover may be the feeling in cortain quarters in
Great Britain, no British Minister could think of ac-
cepting Mr. Howe's dictum before the advice of the
gentlemen who represent the Nova Scotian peoplo.
The Parliaments of Canada, Nova Scotia, and New
Brunswick, havo Jeliberately declared for Union.
Nowfoundiand is also favourable, and even Prince Ed-
ward Island has signitiead its willingness to give in its
adlicsion, provided the Federal Government under-
takes to reform its land system. Tho constitutional
couise for Lord Cacrnarvon to take, is to recommend
tho Houre of Comnmons to carry out the wishes of the
delegates about to meot in London, and there cannot.
bo any doubt but that he will do it. The only real
difficulty which could obstruct the path of Confedera
tion, would bo differences between the delegates them-
sclves. There may be rome modifications required in
the Quebec resolutions, but we feel convinced thoy
will only refer to mmor points, So far as the peoplo
of Canada are concerned, they are against making any
further concessions. The feeling is strong that Cana-
da has already yielded her full share o secure a mes.
sure which i3 quite a much in tho interests of the othier
Provinces as lerself, aud that no further sacritices
should be made. We do nat believe, however, that
any very material okanges will bo demanded of any
of tho Colonies, but that, on the contrary, the delibera,
tions of the Loodon Conference will bo of the most
agrecable and satisfactory charater.

Tho pregent prospects of Confederation are, then,
by no means unsatisfactory. There is cvery reason to
believe that 3Mr. fIowe’s success isof & very partialand
temporary character, caused more by the unavoidable
delay which has arisen from the non-arrival of tho Ca-
nadian delegates than tho weight attached to the Anti-
union arguments, “fho Conferenco of delegates will
Lortainly decido on the amcended Constitution before
Christmas, and the ouse of Commons will meet by
February, when the Bill for the Union of British
North Awmerlea will bo pushed rapidly through. By
Aprit or May at furthest, tho Colonirl Sccretary will
be in a position to notify tho different Colonics of-
ficially ; then will follow clections for the local and
genermd Legislatures, and our grand Confederation
will be ushered in amid Joy and sefoicing.

CHEAP FUEL.

NE of the most important questions that can arise
( for acountry like Canada, whero winter reigns
suprome for from four to six months out of tho twoive,
is that of afording = cheap means of providing the
lieat actually neceasary to existence.  'Wo havo hardly:
auy data on which to baso a calculation of tho yearly
cost to tho country of tho fuel consumed, but we may

Aunexation sevkers, opponents of free trade, and

approximate to ita cost insome measure, daking due

allowgqnce, on tho one hand, ‘or those fortunate lo.
calittes where cordwood cant be had for thacutting and
haullng, aod where the cost may bo sot as low as $2
por cord, and also taking into cousideration, on tho
other hiand, tho large quantities of wood (or coat at
an cquivalont valuntion) consutned in cities at six,
goven, aud evon cight dollars per cord, wo think the
nverage cust of tucl may bo tahen at $1.50, which, in
all probability, i3 bolow rather than above tho mark.
Now, fet us say that thero are four hundred thousand
families in Canada, burning ot the rateof twelve cords
per annum, (and this, too, i3 alow estimate, when al-
lowanco has been made for tho fuel usted for steam
purposes, and in warmiog churches, stores, ware-
houses, &c¢., &c.,)and the consumption of fuel will re.
present a total cost of $21,600.000, or not far from
double the entire expenses of carrying on the Governe
roeut of the counrry. 1t will, therefore, at ongo bo
scen hoi great is the economic importarce of ondeas
ing to provide fuel at the lowest possiblo cost, as well
a3 of uding that fucl in the most profitable way. Every
fuvention which will tend to secure economrs, either
in cost or consumption, will increase by so much the
wealth of the country, in setting free for other pro-
ductivo purposes, capital and Iabour now employed in
thio cutting and carrying to market of wood, and in
the importation of coal.

One description of fuel, hitherto unused, though not
exactly usknown in Canada, is peat.  Scveral experis
ments have been made in past years, and unsueccessful
attempts to introduco it into general uge, but atlast 5t
seems & modo of preparing it for market well and
cheaply has been discovered, and if only a sufficient
quantity can be eupplied to meet the demanrd, ono
mode of economizing fuel will have been obtained.

We lately referred to the trinl by the Grand Trunk
Reilway, with very satisfactory results, of some of Mr.,
Hodges’ prepared peat, and we now purpose giving a
condensed description of the manner in which it is
manufactured,

Alr. Hodges' works aro situated at Bulstrode, on the
Threo Rivers and Arthabaska branch of tho Grand
Trunk Railway, where he owns upwards of 20,000
acres, including a Jargo quantity of Log sultable for
fuel purposes. The peat is cut by machinery placed on
a Jargo scow, and worked by a steam engine This
turns two shafls, having ends resembling great rafle
way wheels, with a cutting blade projecting beyond
the rim for a third or fourth of the circumfercnce, and
the tnner part forming o screw like thatof an auger.
These revolvirs screws hauled forward against the
cdge of the peat by a windlass on the scow, cut their
way two inches at a time. The peat thus dug is car-
ricd upward on an cndless band fitted with buckets
into & hopper, and thenco along a trough at right
angles to tho long diamcter of the scow, Leing cut and
stirred into pnlp on the way by a serics of arms or
knives on a revolving shaft, and cast out upon 8 peat
bed. Tho peat thus cut has been found to contain
about eighty-five per cent. of water, and evaporation
has been found to bo the chicapest wey of getting rid
of this large proportion of water. Accordingly a peat
bed has been propared in the following manner on g
large scale.  First the smalldead trees shich cover the
surfaco had to be cleared off tho place to bo worked.
Next, the surface of moss and matted roots apd dwarf
shrub had to boskinned off thosurface of the cutting to
bomade. With this atter stuff and the top of tho peat,
an embankment & littlo over two feet high was made
on ono side uf the proposed cutting. Then the top
net-work of moss, roots, &c., was torn up for a width
of about thirty feet hehind the embankment, and at
every nine feet o littlo drain was cut at right angles
to tho propored caval six to nino iuches at top by
nothing at the boitom, the depth of the blade of tho
spado. Over these drains the net-work of leaves, &c.,
was lafd in two thicknesses, reversed; a couple of
deals at tho back, held up by stakes, supported the
peat on the sido notembanked, aud into this trough or
bed the pulped peat was poured from the machino,
Nothing could be more perfect than this little system
of drainago for lotting o goodly share of tho surplus
water from beneath back into the “cat, while tho sun
cvaporated tho water from the surface. Thus, for
about a mile, is Jaid out a bed of peat 33 feet wido by
two feot deop, a8 tho result of a few weeks’ active
operations.

Tho shrinkage, of course, is very great, and by
draincge and evaporation, the two feet of pulp sink to
2} or threo fnches, or less than one-cighth of its origi-
nnl bulk. After evaporation lias gono on for some
timo a crust formson the top of the bed, and when

this is sufliclently strong to bear the weight of a man,
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