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more than offset lb> brisker business elsewhere. *rade is excel-

lant in Grcat lirtamn, where the large navy expenditures are
likely to kecp things boomiang for a long time ; the sane reports
are given of France and Germany, and the outlying parts of the
world also contribute their share to the volume of trade. It

was expected by the Americans themselves, and by others too,

that a lessened Anerican demand wouild injuriously affect

foreigi manufacturnng centres. But this lias not proved so.
Prices are being maintained and while no one looks for the
enormouis advances of 1895 there is no talk anywhere of

demorahzation. " lou necedn't expect," said a buyer to 'l'HE
RiviF.w on his return April 25 th, "to sec the starvation prices

of :894 for a long ine, if ever."

HIGH LIFE BELOW STAIRS.
Wrnen, for Tutoi Ruiry.

( 11, here's the express, it's my silk blouse fron Toronto,
à Mary, run to the door."

It was an express parcel fron the departmental store of
lleatun and Push addressed to

Nlas 'aîuon v'ms,
The Eagle Nest,

"Oh, isn't il lovely," cned NMar>, Mrs. Majorbanks maid of
all work, as tie blouse was opened out and tr ed on. It was a
lght shot silk Nde green affair, ordered specially for a swell
party. mnvitations for which were already out.

Mary was so nfatuated witli her mistress' blouse that she
<lad a very foolbsh l thmg. She sent her last two iontlis' wages
down to a sister i l'oronto and requested lier to buy ber a
blouse :dentically the sanie as lier mistress had got.

The eveiing of the party arrived ; so did a house full of
guests. Several woiien were hired to wait on table-and Mary
-wlicre was Mary? At last shte appeared in he dining room
nagtificently arrayed in lier Nile green baloon.slecved blouse.

Mrs. Majorbanks iearly felI fron lier chair. lier eyes
flaslied ; her face flushed ; she was really angry. Following
the girl out to te kitchen she said

"Mary, wlere in the world did you get iat waist ? "
S\lv siter gni it foir tue sanie place as you got yours, en "

".\rc >ou aWarc il is th,. saie as mint ?"

" Ves, l tuid ier tu be pairtiul.r and get une the sanie as
3 uurs. I tlou4ght il woaid b ai picasaat surprnse tu you for me
tu have one like yours.'

- Wcll, it is a surprise, that's a fact I don't know whether
you or vour sester is hie biggest fool. Now, you entier take
that off or I must take mine off."

- ell. mlle :s bouglit and paid for, and I'm goaig to wear
il. Yot caai do as you please about yours."

Mary wore hers-ma the kitchei. She was forbidden to
enter the dmng roomi again. Next morming she paucked lier
"pleasant suprase carefully ait her trunk and left a sadder but
a wiser girl.

Tomt SWAI WEL..

THE QUESTION OF RETURNING GOODS.
To ut,. r.aM r gbltv anon,, tt .w 

DI)Ak Siu,-Readers of your excellent paper who are in the
retail dry goods business must bc somewlhat wearied with your
oft.repeated admonitions on the subject cf returning 9oods,
without giving us a word on thie other side of the question, via,
wholesale houses substituting and duplicating. 'e d not
claim that the latter is a very prevalent practice, but there is
enough of it to cause a great deal of annoyance to those in the.
retail trade. A case in pomat we were adjusting when we picked
uip tle last edition of your paper, and, as the quickest way to
prove our contention, we will give a synopsis of tie case in
point. 'rte invoice hîad eighteen entries, as follows:

No. g corurect.
';.j,-U.!'uI.usttuted.

t (<ood, reni before.
" e.correct.
" 5-litto.

i7.8. . .nt in .ron.: sze
" % lrace not Crrec.

" :-liito ditto

n as -ni n z.

Thus, out ol the a8 items on the invoice five werc currect,
and ic others cither wrong in price or sizes -or the goodà had
been previously sent. The total amount of invoice was $a50,
and goods to the amount of some $15 only was maî accordance
wish the order given. This is by no means an isolated case,
though extreme in the number of errors , and you will bc fuite
willing I am sure to admit that it called for dong, what )ou
have so often decried, viz., return goods. The matter of decid-
ing as to whether goods are according to order or not a'înul
be leit to nemiory, and the only safeguard is for nierchants tu
take their own "copy" iain a book kept for that purpose, and
give a sufficiently minute description of the goods as they are
ordered to prevent any possibility of doubt whei they corne
in as to whether they are correct or not.

There is another subject that urgently demands the atten
tion of both the wholesale and retail trade, which we will merely
mention and leave for some one else to enlarge upon ; that is,
indiscriminate compromises. By all means give everyone who
is trying to do a legitimate business every chance, but we
question very seriously if it is legitimate for Ierchants to sell
goods at 50 or 75c. on the dollar for a year or two, then con.
promise with their creditors at s•ty 5oc. on the dollar, and
celebrate the event by slaughtering goods at ridiculous prices,
interfering to a large extent with ordinary trade. We can call
to mind at least four large dry £oods concernis within a radius
of 25 miles, which could almuost be termed annual coniprom.erb,
and thcy corne up smiling after each one, and flood the aut
rounding communities with their circulars of cheap guuds,
secured by favor of their wholesale friends at not usually more
than oc. on the dollar.

Yours truly,
A. W. Ck:ss.M.s\

Norwich, April ao, îS 96.

Mr. F. E. Kaley. of the Morse & Kaley Mfg. Co., Milford,
N.H., took a trip through Canada last week, stopping at Mont.
real and Toronto on the way west to Chicago. Mr. Kaley,
who is a typical up.to.date American business man, speaks
hopefully of the trade outlook iii the States. Mr. Kaley was
accompanied to Toronto by Mr. R. Henderson, the Canadian
representative of the company.


