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Norman king wecîeteti ecription of
Richard "Cl r-de-lion," the second Plantagenet:

(ý,anada.
Edited by Cousin Maud.

OUlt Editor gave nie a buok this wek about
whicli site lias asked nie o chat witlh my
little friends.

It is a book of rhy mes of the kings and
queens of Etigland, frein the time of the Norman
Cunqucst, by Mary Leslie, and I ain charmed
withi it--perhaps§ the more so because it is the out-
coule u' tliu lap thouglit of a Canadian woman.
This littie iork ivill bu a buin tu young student-s
of history, as Miss Leslie bas succeeded in giving
a personality toecc ruler, thus ni %king thent
real people intstead of "I eaningless names." Sie
bias givea a short sketch of each, witb the impor-
tant events of the reign in brighit little verses9,
and at the close of encli are directions for refer-
once and furtber reading. As tho author lierself
modestly sayR, lier work is not, strictly spcaking,
poetry, but who ever considered "lMNother Goose"
a peet, yet bow theso homeiy old rhymes do d)ing
te our inCinories. In dressing, up dry historical
facts in such catcby little jingles, Mî.s Leslie
lias donc much te ma:.. die study attractive and
create a desire for wider reading. The book is
wvell illustratea', showing the costumes and princi-
pal character8 of each pé-riod. Surely Miss Leslie
knows tho wvay to a child's: hcart. Rhymes and
pictures ! ocs net that sound interesting 7 And
net to the little ones only, 1 saw a boy of ne
small sizo se taken îvith these saime rhymes that
lie almost forgot te eat bis supper.

Uet me givo yen the first two verses9 of th e pro-
face

"ToNvera, turrets aud churches are rich in old stories,
Every inch of the land is classical ground,

Thirty-six sovereigna, tneir oins and tîteir glormo,
Their sorrnws, their trinuphe, arc bore te bc

feund.

"Txir goodness, thoir badness, their loves ana thoir
blunders,

Have pasbed, aud in passing ha% e loft a deop mark,
Inastructures and picturos and battles and woudaors,

Tales for the dayliglit and sengs for the dark."

The only king tA - author taîks about befere the
Conquest is Ali t he Great. Alfred, "lWboso
candies ser, the world aglow."

Alfred, "Tho scbolar, soldior, king
WVho made his rude harp ring

Ta liberty and swcet love iii days of yore 1'

Alfred the Gros;ý indeed, how could ho bo
passed over 1I

Do we net get ii good idea tif the barsh, atera
rul of Williamî I. front this .

'Conquoror' wo call him ; lioruled in a passion,
Planting gret forcsts and buriiinqdoiwa towns,

WVhou the king's cuirfow rang eut in rude fashion,
The çlurgy and peuple shuuk under tbeir gowns.

Imaginc having te put ont liglits and lires
early cach evening, cspecially in this cold winter
o! ours !

Witls very fuw happy rhymes for any of the

RIalymog' of the Rit)A nd Queens of England. By Mitry
Le Br.l3zgg PubUihfni Compîany. Toronto.

The wlieI of fortune non, ouce mtore gees round,
An~d Richard of tho Lion-beart itdvanice,

Eticased in iran, mounted, amemd and crowned.
Tho princoly boad of nîany thousand lances.

"Bound fer tho Holy Land in, proud array
'1o ivre8t our Savieur's tonxU froi beathon bîaud

Net any other sovereign of bin day
Appears so martial, splendid, brave and grand."

De vve net admire lmf altbougli bis mission
proved so rash and inisguided î

Tiie author bas a hîappy faculty of showing
up the good in eacli poriod and lightly passing
over the evîl--except te show w bore gutud came
eut cf evil, as in the case o! tite Magiza Charla.

Did yen children ever pauge te tbink that a
g"reat rnany tbings -%ve consider necessities have
not alivays been in use ? Just think, biandker-
chiefs and carpets %vere net knewr. in England
until after 1236, and it wvas flot until thxe reign
of tqueen Mary that knitted stuching8 were made.

Ia speaking of Henry the Third's wife-a
Frencb girl-Mbiss L.eslie tells us :

"Sle introducod hiandkeorclîiefs for thte court nîses,
Loved romances and music tbrougb aIl lier long

day;
Brouglit peacocks te England, aud carpets, nd

roses,
And wvas brilliant aîîd înerry and boninie sud giy."

The Nyorld aIl sigbied oves the fate o! tho twe
little princes wiho wvere smothered in the to'ver,
and meost of us have slied tears over the sad death.
of the IlBabes in the Woods," but I wvonder hew
rnany e! us kno'v that the first was the enigin of
tbe latter 'b

Hure it is, listen:

"A satire called 'Tho Children in the Wood,'
%Vas written whon the little princes died,

Publishced witbout a, naine. witi pictures rude,
Theusiad of people since havo smiled and

sighed

"'O'er this sad story. The ituther is uitlnewn,
Fer angor nt King Richard causcd t:ite rbyme,

And ne man ini bis day -vould dame te ùwn
A tale which holds its owm in spito o! timeo."

We have always loeked upon Hlenry the Eigbth
as a regular eld Blue beard (I wonder wvas ho tho
t.'-gin of that tale 1 ) but somohow ho sectms te
1,'- boom. a favorite for all bis cruelty. Here is
whbat the rbyîne says
"'Bluff Hal," ar. they called bâti, althoughi grcstly

fearod,
%Vas net ited in bis day, as 'we rnighit suppose,

WVhenaer ho wont abmoad ho was chored,
Froni tho vomy boginning of ]lis reiga to its close.

"AVô may study King Henry again sund again.
And feci inucl disgust and dîstaste and more

wondor,
Thore are crimes upon crimes iiahis %vickud reign,

But scarcoly tbruugh ail a pulitical bMonder. "
It is clearly seen a king can bo neither "lGriL"

nec "lTorýy," just think, flot one Ilpolitical blun-
der."

Queon Eiizaboth), wbo woe nover ful sure
wlictiler we lik-o or dislike, sho ivas sucb a contra-
diction, is %vell doscribed ia the following two
stan7as:

"Sho was not a nico wonuan anad givcn te swoariug,
Sho breko with the Spaniard tnd bullied tho Pope,

But sho was ambitious, courageous and dariug,
Âne. amarted borsoif ais te Protestant hopo.

"She was loved by bier people, and stroiîg in the liai,,
Aîîd gorgeons in dress, and a voinaî o! loarnitt,,:

Nobly titted by nature te mbl anid coiaînsnd,
Rougi and ready ini speech, but ecar-hesaded, di,

corning."

Full justice is donc the inmportant reiga, .!
Quc'en Bess. Yen rmiember during titis time
se veri great men livcl and ivorked, and are ;i
ing atill in their werks. And se on tlîrougb :J]l
theo kings and queens, so."ae good, souto bad, soutee
indifferent.. but Nve realizo mfres>i, as wve cointe ti,
tho clusing pages, that bebt of aIl, noblest ai. 1
purest, doing tho best fur lier Gud, and the L-L
for bier peuple, is ur owa dear Queen Victoria.

"'Oee) Queen 1 I'ut sue a persoît foroiga boni,
Cati hardly uiîderstand uur hesmrt's whaoe niigiîî.

Nl'lien wo Biiîg 'God Save tho Queen " in> early
iiîern

Or in the still and isolenîin heur of iiigbt."

L.et us each take a lessori frein tItis :
«' And abc kuops allilber tîppointutents te thet minute,

She nover lot lier lovest subject wait
Whouî abe said ahe would sc .ii. Tliero's a gretî

deal in iL;
It ls flot a cention vîrtuo lot me state.

"Hor lfe ois by far the noblest stery
Of noyal weoiiiîuîood wu lhave ovor accui,

Inulber 'the lioary bond is a creix of glory,'
Abovo the royal crown. "'God Save tho Quceu."

My very lite friends, who are net yet vid
onongh to rend lîistory, will tbink 1 have eatirely
forgotten thein, but net su. Hero is a wvco story
for yeu:

Decp doîva in thet eartli, unden our great cit%,
]ive wricked fairies.

Tlîcir hiome le liko a great cave wvitli long pas>.
aiges running nortt and sentît, east and we.st, and
acreas eue another.

'And do theso creatures stay in thein under
grennd bomne 1

By 1.0 mnenus, tlîey contiuually cerne up te earilî
througli deors which mein have opeued for theîi,
rxght in our streets, and they comme up in uwariià,.
Tiiese lîttle imps are se srmll, that you or 1
might meet thousands o! them aud nover sc oue.

Yet otixers bave seen tbem, but tlîrough mnagie
glasses.

Well, one da, -sumoe o! tliese %vicked littie fairic,.
miado up their rnînds te leave their dark homne amd
cerne up into the sunlight and sec whlat miscief
tlîey could do; se, cc.ning te eue o! the opening,;
in a nice strect, up tlîoy flew.

At that î'ery tirno a doar Jittle boy caibed Willis,
ivho wvas plmying in the street, spied the opening
atiJ gut duwn un bis hiands aud ices te peep L.,
se the littie iînps saiied niglit into lus titroat.

Nowv, these wvicked lit.tlo fairies have the poweur
o! inultiplying, that is, each one can turn himeîf
inte a lîundred more.

That niglit «%Villie was taken very il> and in
day or tu-o died -killcd by the wicked fainies.

Now, cbldren, titis is a true story, these fainies
really exîst amd thoy actually kill people.

Wbo wll be clever te tell nio tiieir true nianie.
who it is lias seen them oftenest, and the naino in
the magie giasses. cui;mlD
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