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the way to save the trouble of bringing them up,
8r.ne people smother five or six daughters.”

em—————
THE MISSIONARY'S LETTER.

Here isan extract from a letter writtea by a
much-esteemed miissionary to the Clunese, to s
young neice at home, in answer to one she had
vent him. Perhaps it will remind you of your
own missionary Mr. Burns. Aller spesking of
little Lsubelin's lemsons, he says:

*“ That puty me in mid now, that [ have got
lessons to learn too, but as | have such a very dif-
ferent kind of teacher from what you have, 1 will
just try and teil you something about lnm, In
the first place, he does not care whether L learn
my lessous or not, and if' [ do not cone near him
for daye together, I think he is not nt all displeas-
ed. Some little boys and girls might think how
very pleasant it must be 10 have such a teacher.
My dear labelln, when you grow up you will gee
how fortunate it was that you had not such a
teacher. Well then, imuagine you see an old man
with a pair of great spectucles, each cye about
the sige of the ring of your parusol, and very much
like it ; his head is shaved almost 10 the crown,
from which hangs a long tail, that reaches down
about as low as his knees; his cont aud hix trou-.
sers, his shoes aud his stuckings nre, 1 dure say,
different from anything that ever you eaw ; in the
hot weather he wears a jacket made of small
twigs of bamboo, very neatly strung together, just
like a fishing net ; this iv too keep him cool
round his wuist ie wears a sssh, wih a anmber
of litJe articles hungng to it by cords, aud con-
tained in cuses and neatly embroideied bngs, one
is for his spectacles, another for his tobaceo, ano-
ther for his key, one for carrying ohives in,
which he is very fond of sncking uil duy, and a
number of littiz nic-nacs ; as they have no pock-
ets like ours, when they have anything luge to
carry, as books or the hike, the Chinese stutf them
up their coat sleeves, which are always lurge
enough 10 carty a good rized bundle ; another fa-
vourste place for anrrying thing. 10 in their atack-
ings, and although you will tunk, [ dare say, that
it is very strange for them to do =0, you should
think that perhaps they look upon it us quite ns
strange in us to have bags that we call pockets,
made in our clothes. But, periiaps, you wonder
what I want with a teacher at all; well, 'l tell
you ; it is, that I may learn to read and ~peak
the Chinese language, which is about as different
as you can imagine from the English ; but why
should I want to know the Chinese langoage?
Why, just that I may be able to tell *hem about
Jesus Christ, and how he came upon carth to save
the Clinese, for I dare say you know that he
communded his disciples to go into all nations and
preach the Gospel, and before any one can do
that, he must first learn the language of the conn-
try. Now, when you think how many poor Chi-
nese there are that know nothin;’ about Jesus how
thankful ought you to be that that is not your
case, but that you havea kind mamma to tell you
all about him, and what he has done for you.—
Atthough the Chinese people know but very little
about God, and do many things that are very
wicked, yet there is one thing mnong them that |
think we ought to praise and imitate; that is,
the honour they give their parents ; they think so
much of this that they cail it the chief good, or the
stem, that all other good actions spring from, just as
you see the branches springing from the stemn of a
tree. Now, I do not thiuk it is necessary to tell
you to do the rame, because I believe that you

love your aod mamma, and I know that
love you.—Pres. Mes. . they
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THE REV. W. C. BUANS TO THE& CONVENER.
Chinese Hoopital Hong Kong,
Mey 24, 1849,

My pmax Famno—I did not expect when 1
wrete 10 you last month from the contineut of Chi-
na, that 1 showld be 80 sace aguin in Hong Kong,

|
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nor was it altogether from choice that | retumed :

here again #o soon ; but the messenger who came
here la<t month, in returning to us with letters, |
tracts, &c., was waylmd when near where we
were, robbed, and severely bruised m one of lus
limbe, 1o consequence of this I thowsht it better
to come back my=elf, ne L have hnherto stone in
and out in safety ; and after beme here Jor ten
days | propose to remove again to-moitow, if the
Lord will, taking with me a supply of tracts and
other necessaries for a few months to come.  Of
course there is consuderable dangter everywhere
from those robbers, who infest thus country hoth
by land aud =ea: butmy path of dnty seem< plamly
marked out; and therefore 1 must go vorward,
confiding in onr all-wise, almighty, and gracious
Lotd aud Saviour. He hath latherto wondesfully |
led and sustained ue, and we must take courage |
from thie, a3 well as from  hic unchangeable pro-
mieca, in looking to the future. At the time:
when we turned backwards townrds Hong Kong
we had been cight days in a very populous and
extensive distriet, about forty (English) mules to
the north west of Hong Kong; and could we
have gone forward, the stream of  population
would hnve led ue down the banks of a nver
which, after running shout thrty (Engli<k) nules,
joina the Canton Ruiver at zome distance below
that city.  As 1t wag, we toock a shorter route,
towards Nam ‘[‘ow, the chief town of Luir Oan ,
district, and {rom then-e returned to tns place by
water. [ eannot add any very interesung par-
ticulars regarding these la<t days spent in China ;
we had, however, upon the whole, mueh to en-
cournge ; although m one plice (Tonx Haw)
there was .« good deal of mutual animosty among |
the people, insomuch that a number of witlagers
were even engaged in deadly conthict i onrim- |
medinte neighbourhood, yet we were quiet from
fear of evil, and had mnay favourable opportuni-
ties of making known the truth both 1n gaing out |
among the villages, and at our dmly wor=lnp in
our lodgings.  Here I met aleo with what was
new—opposition in writing to the decinnes we
were teaching, I was churged with reviling their
gods and sages, and it was angued upon the prn- |
ciples of thair philosophy that there could not he
a God existing before heaven and earth ' Al-
though 1t is sad indeed to meet with a darkness,
20 gross as this among the intelligent creatures of
God, yet it is useful 10 be thus made sequainted |
with the real state of the Chunese muad 5 and 1o,
he thus oppo~ed, is perhaps not woise than to be |
received with Chinese politeness, and hi~teaed to .
for a senson with vacant indiflference.  'I'iie place !
to which we propose to sml to-morrow is not far
from the point where we emburked for Hong |
Kong in coming back, and 1t 13 said 1o Le very |
populous,

1 shall add no more at present, but only that ;
we need and look for the continual prayers of !
God's people for ourseives and for the people i
among whotn we go forth. Should we he fa-
voured and preserved in our path, it is quite pos- |
sible that T may not have an opportunity of again
writing until, if the Lord will, I return here: so
that if you hear nothing you may view it as a to-
ken for good.

Ever yours, dear friend,

W. C. Boaxs.
P.8.—Though my meaus were not quite ex-
hausted, | yesterday drew on Jardine, Matheson,
& Co., for 30l sterling. Our expenses in the
country are not great, a3 I live at the same board
with my companions, I have reason to praise

God that I am as yet in perfect bum‘:# C. B
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DR. LANG'S OPINION OF WICK AND
ITS PEOPLE.

The Rev. Dr. Lang of Australia, paid a visit to

the north of Scotland a few weeks ; and,
among other places, visitec Wick. .He has pub-
lished a short sketch of his tour 10 the nonh, and

we have much pleasure in inserting his impres.
sions uf Wick and of its people ;—

“ Tt was arranged,” says Le, ¥ that T should
preach on Sabhath eveming in the latge Free
Chureh in Wick, and niddress the congiegation
thereatter on the religions state anst prospects of
the Au-tralian colomes,—the audienee wiich ae.
cordingly asembled on the oceason connisted of
abont 1500 people, ¥ alw delivere | an addrers

“ of n more secular character, in the ‘Town-hall, on

Monday morning, at ten o'clock, on the genersl
capabihties of Australin as a ficld for enigration.
Joseph Rlund, Exq., Provost (Mayor) of Wik,
bewmg in the chair.

o« witnewsed at Wick one of the mast inteps
ecting pieces of mornl scenery to e sren any-
where in the world, [t wae a Highland congre.
gation of upwards of two thousand of the siranger
fishermen, including n comparatively snall number
of their femn'e relations, who attended them i the
expedition, sitting on the grass i the green field
which had been hited for spreading and drying
their netg, near the town, listening to an impas-
sioned discourse 1 the Guelie lagoage, delivered
from n tent or wooden covered pulpit, by the
Rev, Mr. M'Leod, the Free Chureh minmter of
Lowe Baster, m the county of Poss, who had ar-
rived for the purpo-e on the duy previous,  There
ja something in surh n scene that carries one
back irresistibly to the Lake Tiberiaz, when the
preacher was the Divine Redvemer huuself, and
his awlience the fi-heunen and villngers of Gelis
lee. T had n better apportunity of judging of
Mr. M'Leod's minsterial qualificanone from a
dircourse in Enghed, which [ had the plensure of
hearmg lam deiwver in the Free Church in the
atternoon, on the words < Hast thou fui b e
18, indecd, 2 workman that needeth not to be

- ashamed, and the Free Church deserves the high-

est eredit, for having sent so able amd zealovs a
minister to dispense the ordinaces of religion to
these [lighlanders, during their temporary residence
in Wick, There is something peculiarly affect-
ing m the melody of the Gaelie psalinody in the
open air, and, when the large congrezation de
parted slowly to their temporary abuwder in the
town and neighbonrhoad, 1 could net help asking
with a feeling of satisinction at bemyr myself a
Scotchman, whether there was any other country
yuder the sun, in which such a scene aalhad just
witneseed could be exhitited, in the cnve of an
equal number of fishermen,—a proveibially re-
gardless and lawless cliws of people,—collected
for the fishing season in one little sea-port town,
from a great extent of country around. There
were some French and Belrian boats on the
Scotch coast at the time, and [ understand that
they had fished on Sunday as on other days—
But the Highlanders, of course, did not ; they had
learned, in their respective i<lands, to * Remem-
the Sabhath-day to keep it holy.’

« Mr. M‘Leod had preached twice in the ear-
lier part of the day, but, afier the dismiseal of the
English speaking congregation in the afiernoon,
1 observed the Highlanders again mustering to
the number of nearly 1501, on the green field, asin
the morning. The service on the occasion wascon-
ducted by Alister (or Alexander) Guir, a man of
truly apostolic spirit, who, I understood had beea
in the habit of attending the Highlaoders as cate-
chist, or evangeliet, on their yearly visits to Wik,
for forty years past. He is a small farmer, and jn
now, of course, an old man, of venerable appear-
ance, and is held in great reverence and esteem
by hiscountrymen. One's heart cannot but warm
to such & man."—Edinburgh Witness.
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Nationar Fasts.—~There bave been three na-
tional fasts recommended by Congress, and &-
rected by the Presidents, benides that which was
recommended by President Taylor, and cheerved
on the 3d inst. The firt was in 1812, on the
thind Thureday ja A ; the second was in
1813, om the second y in Seprember.—
The third was in 1815, on the sccond Thusedey
in January.—U. S. paper.



