
THE EXPOSITOR. Or HOLINESS.39

is a new m-ord tised now to describe
those who are in Chicist. Why spea-k
of Il'foliowing," when we are so linited
as to be II i hin," as the branches are lu
the v'ine;- incorporated with Miin as the
members are lu the body; Il married to
another," as the bride to thb, bride-
groomn.

Froin Pentecost onward, the followers
become witnesses, a tenu which, like the
former one, wa,3 introduced by Christ
Hiniseif. In about fourtc-en places is
this new designation used as descriptive
of the character and function of a be-
liever in Christ, during tbe period of
which we have the record lu the book
of Acts.

Now a witness is one who testifles to
sometbing not then before bbe eyes. of
those to whom hie utters the testimony.
The special twelve were the appointed
witnesses of Christ's cancer, and espe-
cially of His resurrection. Their ;vitness
would be cornoborated by others also.
But when they passed away from 111e,
the thousands who were converted
througb thein instrumentality, had a
witness of their own to bear, a witness
to, thc change that had passed upon
tbemselves. The Spirit Himsclf bore
witness witbin theni, and they were
conscious of fis indwelling, faets wvbich
seen by the Ilworld," but which were
facts of consciousness to them, and they
bore witnesi to them. And it 18 by
bcaring "fwitness" and not theorizing,
however correct or brilliant the theori-
zing may be, that men are to be wor)
from their earthly, sensual and devilisb
lives to accept Christ and be saved.

There were no ho ' iletic reviews, no
theological professorships, no apostolie
epistles, even, to which the finsbcouverts
of Christ could have access, yet they
made much grander progress iu propor-
tion to Lheir numbers and social prestige
than the Churcb is maaking to-day.
Why ? Because they could and did bear
definite " witness"'. to the truth of wbhat
they uttered conccrning Jesus. They
lenew Christ and loved fim, they were
consciousiy led by the Spirit, and did not
labon in vain, non waste their energies
lu unproiductive fields; but every effort
told somehowv toward the destruction Df
error and sin, and the manifestation of

the Illiglit of the knowledge of the
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ."

Whatever use we may make of our
reasoning or imaginative powers in
addressing men, our aim, our purp.>se,
our Christ-ordained character, is to be
Ilwitnesses "-itnesses always, witnesses
everywhere, witnesses fi r.t and last-that
the Gospel of Christ is the Il power of
God unto salvation is not in word only,
but in powcr, in the Holy Ghost and ln
much assurance." B. SHIERLOOK.

THE GOSPEL ACCORD1NG TO
JUNE.

WrItten for TuE EXPOMITox.

llov pretty thou dost look. fiow
fragrant~ thou art. How beautiful thy
robe. How adorned is thy ,evely per-
son. How glad is thy countenance.
How encircled thy formn with leaves
and flowers. How rich thy carpet.
How thy streams ripple and Iaugh over
golden sand. EIow i;nvigyorating thy
gentie breeze, as it cornes laden 'w .th the
breath of God. How comeiy thy sun-
crowned presence.

O June, thou banner month, how we
love thee. We rejoice to meander by
thy strearns, and trip over thy hisl, and
wander in thy woodlands to drink in
thy beauty. Su-rely thou art tbe bar-
binger of an immortal bloom, and an
eternal spring-time.

As we wander on the banks of thy
streams we catch the musie of that river
that makes glad the city of our God. As
we drink fromn thy crystal fountains our
souls are refreshed by the river of God
which. is full of water, and when our
clouds roll by, we eau see the rainbow
which is round about the throne.

When thy sun rises from bis coucb in
the east and gilds our morn, we catch
the gleami of that city which has no need
of the sun or the moon to shine in it,
because the Lord God dobb ligyhten it,
and the Lamb is the lighb thereof. And
when ' He bids us <1Good-night," and
closes the door of bis western home, and
the little songsters s'eek their nests, then
there corne to us voices from that land
of whviceh lb is said, IlThere shail be no
night there."

329


