
thi. disciples -are more close than the regular or particular B3aptists wlie
fence theamselves round with gates and b>ars unapproaciîable except te
the elcet who have subscribed to ttio articles of ttic creed tbey bava

adis, te say tlîc. least , a mystcry that requires an interpreter.
These lcsscr points touched, I arn now prepared to consider, Ist, The

position we takc on the subject of commun ion, in accerdance with tho
Bible1 and as cmpared with the 'iptists ; anud 2-id, 'Pflieceonsistency of
niy letter of February as conipared %wîth fornier statenieuts. Now, friend
Davidson, put on your ecarest spectacles, and perfume yourself vith a
alight sprinliling of' the swect odor oî religions candour ifthere be any of
this in Markhaîn, and hience rigidly serutinize thefollowing paragrapha.

As the di.sciples in Judea iii the year of our Lord Ô8, were neither
open nor clo.ae communion, so the disciplos in Canada ini the year of
grace 18530 are neithier open nercClose communion. 'We are opposedl
to both, as distinotly and unequivocaily .-vowved ini one of said letters
addressed te «Mr. iDavidson. Tule Spirit's arniour is eniployed by uis
against the exclusiveness of thc one and the lawless charity of the
other. They are disclain-ed, indend, nlot because we have a bundie of
prejudice against tiiern, nor beeaus., wrc arc desirous of building up~.s
party between them, but in deed and iu truth 'because tiîey are unsanc-
tioncd and uuauthcorized by apostolie precept or examplo. Our position,
then, takes in neither extreme, as ail extremies have a huma» and not
a divine origin. 13y opeuing up and riglibly dividing the word of truth,
evidently exhibitingr the position the Lord's table occupies, and that
the disciples of Jesus are to feast at this table, and that disciples are
those who glasdIy receive the Lord's doctrine sud obey it from the
heart, ive oxpeet to successfally resist thue spirit of errer on the right
side and on the left; and hence the regîilar and the irregular ]3aptists,
the particular and the general Baptists, ail the iBaptists sud the poedo
Baptists who dling to earthly systems instead of giving unpr.judicedl
ear te the heavenly oracles, mius. feel more or less opposcd to us in pur-
ouing a. course so priinitively indepeuden t.

The Book, then, aud the author of the Book) the letter of the. Boôk
and the spirit of the Book, we take for our guidance at the communion
ta.dle. .And how with the Baptists ? Facts wilI auswer; and certain
it is I bave ne desire to xaisreprcsent themn' Up to the yes.r of grace
1847 theBaptists in Canada werc a united Body, wheu, as you are
fally awaxre, .a number of churehces.became more '- partieular" on the
subjeet of communion, and niado ncw screws te their creed to fanten
,or guard themsekees from those of their breth-ren who taught'and.ad-


