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cont.ibution every year to, the London MuLs-
sionary Society.

A liandsoniely bound copy of the FIoly
Scripturcs, and nearly ail the useful Englisli
sclîool books, are transiatedl into the native
langunge, and are in universal use. The
Sainons arc naturally a superior, and coin-
p aratively spenking a rcflncd race, and I
bel ieve tlîey are fartier advanccd thani any
other native race in t'le South Scas ; except

lperhîaps, the Tugans of the Friendly is-
lands, , wlose great progress I know only
by reputation. Tlîey are aIl Christians,
and are nowv manifesting a desire for pro-
grcss in the direction of lawv and order.
Tlîeir liospitality combined with their cere-
monious manners impress ail visitors witli
a feeling of satisfaction.

I may lîcre state that s0 very strictly is
the Lord's day observed in ail the christian
islands of the South Sens, that 1 bave beard
the xisdom of this exact teacluing ques-
tioned even hy serious men, wbo averred
tlîat " the Sabbati 'vas made for man, and
not man for the Sabbneh." To me it ap-
pears quite righit, for the heathen must be
deaIt xii in the beginning as children, and
we do not give the samne liberty to tbe in-
fant mind as to tbat of mature growth.

Mission operations in the Kewc% Ilebrities
group have stili much to contenu xmith; it is
only begfinning to ho feît in many parts;
and the natives are pbysically and intellec-
tunliy lo'v in the scale o? humanity. llow-
ever a great effort is being made, and ail
lionour to Nova Scotin, the first E ng'isb
colony to send missionaries to the heatlien;
the right sort o? mca are at work, and ere
long, xvith God's blessing, Chîristianiey xvill
grow and blossomn like the rose, and take
thîe place of ignorance and cruelty.

The natives of Anciteum, a very poor
race indeed, have had the ndvantàge for
years, o? the labours of Mr. Inglis, one of
tbe most judicious and devoted of mission-
aries. Ilis colleague, Mr. Geddie, I liadt
not the pleasure of meeting, but Bishopi
Selxvyn's tcseimony of him is a suficient
guarantee of bis value. Whien I visited
elîis island fourteeni montlîs ago, an epide-
mie broke out which causcd great mortality
among the natives; and I shail neyer for-
get the great care and anxiety manifested
by Mr. Inghis and bis excellent wife for the
sick and dying, visieing the peor ecatures
from bouse to bouse with mcd icine and
cordinis, and treating them as tenderly as
though they ivcre tbeir own children.

This sad visitation suspended the opera-
tion of a large native school near Mr.
Inglis's residence, se, that 1 had flot an op-

potnity of seeing it at work, but judging
fromrt this good Man's zeal and ability,1I
have no doubt o? the style in wvbich it is
managed and the sucess attending it.

1 need hardly add, Chat the Aneiteumnese

arc ail cliristians, and a beautiful copy of
the NeNv Testament Nvith suitable school
books of the native Janguage are in the
hands of every family, The Icaven of Di.
vine Trutli is slowly buts:nrely devclopiug
itseWf on the tlîrice blood.stainedl iblafld of
Erromanga (tbanks to the devoted Gordon,
brother to one of those whlo full ini lus
inastcr's service,) as it is on the other island
of this group.

Mr. Fletcher is ivorking biard and suc-
cessfully on the unhecaltliy and Ionuely island
of Rotumnah. Hie is hiolding on tintil lie
complutes a translation of the Nuw Tebta-
ment and then I hope soîne compabsion 'viii
be in store for hini as Us constitution and
tlint of bis attachced wife are stiffiriîig agçood
deal. 
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It is impossible to speak bore o? the la.
bours of each individual missionary, I
ivould gladly do so, if the narroiw limits of
a letter permitted. msinted

Bishiop Paeo' iso ilBank's
island and the Solomon Group, 1 have ne:
vibited, but the ame of sucb an emineat
divine is a sufficient, guarantee tliat tiie
Lord's wvork is prospering there under t1ue
able management of this higlily gitted ser-
vant o? GoD).

The French R~oman Catholie MIission, I
purposely avoid criticising, but it lias not
succeeded by any means. Jatelielor mis-
sionaries may tench religion, but tliey want
the grand co-operation and influience of
voînan to teach the heathen domestic cum-

fort and civilization.
I have thus britfly recorded mx' experi-

enco of mission Y ork in thle islauds of the
South Pacifie, carefully souglît out and im-
partially stated, in the hope tlîat gainsayers
may be convinced and clîristians rejoiced
whlin khey knowv that the Lord's cause is
being hononrcd and magnified in tiiese once
dark spots of the carth.

My opinion of the personal qualifications
of tliose entrusted w ith so great a work may
bc gatbered fromn the above facts; and yet
under a sense of its magnitude, %ve rnay say
"4wbo is sufficient for these things? V
Ilowever the &,the mrasure of the Gospel"
is committed eo "eartben vcssels," for the
express purpose '« that the excellencv of the
power may be o? GoD), and not of men."
AccordinglIy, i t has pleased IIim to appoint
as bis agents in the Cbuircb, men with tlîeir
infirmities and imperfections; and yet con-
trary to this, GOD'S% plan, there are te be
found inconsiderate persons vlo, ivould re-

pcl 'rom the ministry ail,1 besides the arro-
gant anid the vain. Whnpersonal picty is
unequîvocal; and wlîen it exists in unity'
xvith, zeal for the inculcating o? the truths
and the boly inorality of the Gospel; quialifi-
cations ns io other points> May, consistently
-w.thf charity, be a subjeet of trust. A ne-
ccssity is laid on every believer in the Son
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