1836

The THom zand Foreign Record.

319

to suppress slavery will put a stop to such
utrages on human rights.

CLOUDS PASSING AWAY.

T am surc voun will unite willas in thank-
fulness to God for some of the information
avhich this letter contains. The clouds
which have passed over the mission begin
10 disappear, and the time to favour these
dark islands seems to draw nigh, We are
fust recovering lost ground, and the work
might he extended to more distant islands,
ifwe had an adequate number of native
teachers.  Qur great drawback at the pre-
sent time is the want of native ageney. It
is quite as much as this island, with its re-
«uced population, cando to farnish teachers
for T'ana, Ervomanga, Niua, and Futuna,
avhere they are more aceeptable than Ease-
ern teachers.  The teachers from the East-
ern jslands woald suit better for the north-
ern islands than our natives, as the inhahi-
tants are more like themselves, but it secms
like sending them to their graves to settle
them there. It is not probable that many
Rarotongan or Samoan teachers will come
10 tiis group, as the climate is so fatal to
them ; and it is with decp regret that we
give up the idea of much help from that
quarter. The Eastern Polynesian ¢hurches
seem disposed to choose more congenial
climes as outlets for their missionary zeal.
Tt will be necessary to make some change
in our plans tw extend the missionary work
on this group, if'it is to be carricdon on an
extensive scale.  The plan which seems
most to commend itself'at present is to bring
natives{rom the variousislands to Anecitenm,
endeavour to instrizet them in the principles
of divine truth, and send them home as pi-
amcers of the gospel among their own coun-
trymen.  The Bishop of New Zealand has
acted on this plan far several years, and
though the results have not equailed his ex-
pectations, yet he has prepared the way for
missionaries on several of the islands visited
by him. Butour duty is clear to go for-
ward in our work, asthe New Hebrides come
within the mnge of the Redeemer’s commis-
sion, “to preach the gospel to everv crea-
cwe.”  The difficulties whichappear in the
distance will vanish or become less as we
approach them. If God has work for us to
do here, he will furnish all the necessary ap-
pliances for it.

‘The prospect of a zeinforcement of nis-
sionaries is very cheering to us.  Theve is
a great harvest to beveaped on these islands,
hut alas! how few the labourers. I wust
that the brethren who are coming to our
iiclp may soon be followed by others. Those
wito have'given themselves up to the work
of the ministry ought notto be dismayed by
the calamiiics which have befallen our mis-
sion.  We have had our reverses it is true,
Lut these should not discourage, but rather

lead us tomore humble and prayerful de-
pendence on God in whose work we labour. |
1f this is their cffect on us, it may yet ap-
i pear that the things which secmed to be
against us, were all designed for our good,
and that they witl yet turn out for the fur-
therance of the gospel.

I remain,

Very sincerely yours,
Joux GEDDIE.
Rev. Jas. Bayne,
See. B.F. M, P.C. L P.

s
Aeligions  Futelligenee,
Madagascar

During the past month ive have received
only one brief communication from the Rev.
i Willinm Ellis, which, although it adds ut
! little to the intelligence conveyed inour last
I number, tends to confirm our hopes of the
© stability of the present Government, and the
. continuance of perfect religious freedom to
" our Chyistian Brethren in the capital, and,
! indeed, throughout the country. Theletter
of our friend bears date July 28th. and con-
i tains the following passages:—
| “We are allin quietness here, but discou-
| raging reports frequently arrive from the
| provinces, and some disturbances have taken

place, chiefly connected with cattle-stealing
| on a large scale, attended with the loss of
! life. Iam, however, assured by the highest
t authorities that there is no ground to appre-
1 hend any danger to the existing order of
{ things. . :

“ While T have heen writing the above,
& Karbary or message has been delivered
i close to my hous2, announcing the defeat
1 and dispersion of the parties creating distur-

bance in the west, and caunons fired to cele-
i brate the victory.”
tThescbricf statements effectnally disprove
Isthe sinister reports which have found theix
i« way to Paris, and been freely civceulated in
the French jowmals, to the effect that the
tribes of the inteiior were in a state of rebel-
lion, the capital in danger, and the military
forces of the Queen destroyed to the extent
of thousands.
| The letter of Mr. Ellis contains also the
+ following brief passage, which evinces the
1 diffusion of the Gospel, and its wide and ex-

tended influence in the remote provinces of
l Madagascar :—
v The arrival of representatives from dis-
« tant provinces, to take the oath of allegiance
v 10 the new Sovereign, has made us acquain-
| ted with the existence of Christians among
i ramote .and important tribes, in which we



