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CANAIDIAN NATURALJST

THE,~ THEORY 0F ATOMS IN THE GENLERAL
CONCEPTION 0F THE UNIVERSiE.

(? inAldre-7 by the Presideni, M. iivr, ! the ,Ifeetiii i'f th.
Frencht Association.

Francis Bacon conceived the idea of a Society of men de-
vôted to the cultu1re of science. ILu his "Nýew Atiantis," in whieh
he describes the organisation of this soeiety and its influence
upon tlic destinies of a wisely governed people, lie shows it rising,

totedgnity o? a State institution. The progresa of civilisa-
tion by the seareh for truth, and truthi discovered in the order of
nature by experimcnt and observation-such are the ends pro-
posed and the meins inade use of. Thus, in an age when the
syllogism, was stili supreine, and 'which was firiny held beneath

theselolatieyok, te Eglish Chancellor assigned to science

at once its truc method and its mission in the world.
The plan o? Bacon emibraccd ail branches of human knowledge.

The larnd was overrun by a multitude of observers, engaged, some
in studying the monuments o? the past, the language, thue man-
Doers; the history o? t.he nations; others in observing the confi-
guration and the productions o? the sou, noting the superficial
structure of the globe and the traces of its revolutions, colleet-

Ingal the data concerning nature, the organsto n itiu
tion o? plants and animnais. Other nmon, iocatcd in varions re-
gions, cultivated the exact sciences. To'wers wtre constructed for
the observation o? stars and nieteors; vast edifices, arranged for
t'ho study o? physical and mechanical laws, contained machines
whioh supplied flie deficienoy of our forceL;, and instrument3
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