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are Aretie European, rnany of whichi prevail throughout the polar
area, being distributed in the folloNwing proportions thiougli its
different longitudes

Arctic Europe. .-.. 6%6 - Scandinavian foris .586; Asiatic and Amuerican 30 = i . z9*5
4Asia...23.3 "e de 189 9 44=1- 4'2

94 W. Am-erica. 3(4 d e 254 d 1 '
"t E. Ainerica . "7 4 t 269) 4 110 = 1 2 .4
ci Greelahnd . . 207 et 6 9 t12 = 1 :16*2

Thiis table places in a inost striking point of view the anomalous
condition of Groenland, -which, though so faivourably situated for
harbouring an Aretie American vegetation, and so nnfavourably
for an .Arctic Enropean oùie, presents littie trace of the botanical
features of the great continent to wvhich it geographicaliy belongs,
and an almost absolute identity withi those of Europe. Moreover,
the peculiarities of the Greenland flora are net eonfined te these;
for a detailed examination shows thiat it differs from aIl other parts
of the arctic regions in wantinig many extrernely cemmnon Sean-
dinavian plants w'hich advance, fur north in ail the other polar
districts, and that the gencral poverty of -its flora in species is
more due to an abstraction of aretie types than to a deflciency of
temperature. This is ]proved by an exarnination of the tem.,erate
portion of the Grecnland peninsula, 'whichi adds -very few plants to
the entire flora, as coinpared with a sîrnilar area south of any other
aretie region; ani) these few are chiefly -arctie plants and almost
without exception Aretie Scandinavian species.

There 13 nothing ia the physical features of the aretie regions,
their occanie or acrial currents, their geographical relations, nor
their* temperature, whieh, in iny opinion, at ail accounts for the
exceptional character of the Grcenland flora; nor do I sec how it
cau be explained, except by assuming that extensive changes of
elimate, and of land and sea, have exerted great influence, first, in
directing the migration of the Scandinavian species over the whole
polar zone, and afterwards in introducing the Asiatie and .American
species with. which the Scaudinavian are so largely associated in
ail the aretie districts except those of Europe and Greenland. It
i3 inconceivable te nie that, under existing conditions of sea,
land, and temperature, se iany Scandinavian plants should
have found, their ivay westward to Greenland, by migration
across the Atlantic, and stopped short on its west coast, not
crossing to America ;-or that se niany American types shouldl
terminate as abruptly on the west coast of Baffln's Bay, and not
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