
IBIe loolee up at Hannali, and ground his teeth. 44It is an ac-
cursed law," lie said. IlA iaw mado only for fools, or sinners ; and
yet it may suiffice, to blast both our lives."

ccNo," .l{annab answered, "1nothing could do that-except our-
selves."

"A comnmouplace truth P" and Bernard lauglied bitterly.
"It is God's truth. though ; Hià rigli t and wrong are mucli sim-

pler than imaui's."
."What is riglit and what is wrongr? for 1l arn growirig se mnad 1

hardly know. Shiow mo-prpach to me-I nsed te tell yen you
could prcachi botter thaii the clergyîûian. Only love me, flanuai-if
there is aily love in tlîat pale, pure face of yours. cSometimes 1 think
there is nouie."

"cNoue-oh, Bernard, none V"
For a minute she stooped over him ; for a minute lie feit that she,

hiad net a stone for a lîeart. And thon the strong, firm, rigliteous
will of the wornan wvho, however deeply loving, could die, but would
net do wrong, forced itself upon Mîin, lulling passion itself iute a tom-
porary calm. Re leant his heaci agrainst lier; lie sobbod upen lier
arm likl5e a child; and slie soothed him almost as if ho had been a
cbild.

IlListen te me," shie said. 1'Wé must eu-idure--thiere is ne help
for it. It is a cruel, unjust law, but it is the lawv, and while it exists
we cannot break it. 1 ceuld flot twist my conscience in any possible
way se as te persuade myseif te break it. No formn of marriage could
.ever make me legally your -,vife."

"Not in England. Out of England iii ceuld."
"But then-as soon as wve came back te Etigland, whaýt should .1

bel Andj if, in the years te cere-Oh Bernard, it is impossible,
impossible."

She said ne more than that-how ceuld sie ? But she feit it se
intonlsely that, hiad it been necessary, slie wouild have smofhered
down ail natural shanie, and said * eut tel- himn-as seleninly us if it hnd
boon a vow before God-her determination neyer, for any persenal
liappiness of lier own, te entail iupon inocenit children the ourse of a
tainted name.

"I udersand" Bernard replied ]ruimbly. IlForgive me; I ouglit
neyer te have said a word abouit our marryrng-. It must not lie. 1
znust go on rny way alone te the end."

"lNet quite alone-oh, net quite alone."
Buit, as if more afraid of lier tenderness than ef ber coldness, Ber-

nard rose, aned began walking about the room.
"Yen must decide-as I said:. for my own j udgment altogether

fails me. We cannot go on living as we do; soe change mnust be
t'houll,,it of ;but 1l cannet tell what it should be."

"cWhy need itbe ?"saidT Hanuali timidly. IlGan wve net continue
awe are T
"lNo." A fierce, abrupt, undeniable No.
ccThen-I liad botter go away." Hoe lookcd se tcrrified that she

liastily added, IlOnly for a time, of course-tili tïie bitterness lie-
tween you and your people softcns-tillw~e eau see oiur way a litti e.
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