
he Nativity of Jesus Christ. - Meniling or Hem.
ling was born at Danme about 1425. He is one of the
first Masters of the Flemish school. His youth was sune-
what.adventurous. He became a soldier and was nounded

in battle, after which lie withdrews to the hospital of St. John, at Bru-
ges, where bhe 1:ft his best works and, in particular, the picture of the
Nativi/y ojesus Christ. In the composition of this picture the paint
er has striven to show the state of abjectness and indigence in which
'the divine Savior was born. Th e background of the picture repsesents
a dilapidated stable, open to all the winds. St. Joseph who had en
deavoured to find some comfort for the New born child, has obtamned
only twa banilles of straw which are thrown upon the ground. On re
entering the stable the Saint finds the Blessed Virgin in adoration
before lier Child nhbom she has laid on ber mantle. St. Joseph stands


