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Indian Corn, its Cultivation and Uses,
Maize, (Zee), or Indian corn, 13 a tropieal,
or at least a southern plant, though we have
no positive knowledge m regard to its
original habitat, as we are not awaroe of 1its
ever being found growing m a wild state.
1t is the only one of the cultivated grains
that is of Ancrican origin, It was found 1n
its present condition, m the pussession of
many Indian tribes, at the carhest period
of their discuvery by LEuropeans, _and
aceording to their traditions had been enlti-
vated by them for unhnown ages.  Its value
was soon recognized by the discoverers, and
it has now become an important erop . in
climates suitable for_it_jn all yuarters of the
world. As an article of food for man and
beast (but cspecially the latter), it holds a
pre-cminent rank, and perhaps the loss that
would be sustained by the entire failure of
this crop, un this continent, would searce be
exeveded by that of any other crop.

Though generally believed to be an
American plant, ithas been alleged to have
Leen known before the discovery of Ameriea,
In Chambers’ Encyclopadia, Article, Maze
is the follpwing statement:—*‘A represen-
tation .of the plant found in an ancient
Chiuese book in the Royal library in Paris,
and the alleged discovery of some grains of
it in the cellars of ancient houses in Athens,
have led somo to suppose that it is a native
also of the East, and has from a~very carly
period been cultivated there, and that it is
the ‘corn’ of Scripturo; although on this
supposition, it is not_easy to account for the
subscquent neglect of it until after the dis-
covery of Amorica, sinco which the spread
of its cultivation in the Old \World has taken
place with a’xapidity’such as might ibe ex-
pected by its great productivencss and _other
valuable qualitics.,”  Columbus , himself
brought it to, Spainabont the year 1520.
Probably, like the potato and tobaceo, it is

amative of America, though itlis¥now in
general cultivation] iu v . South of Europe,
and supplies a prizcipal part_of the food of
the inhabitaats of many countries of '*Asia
and Africa. It is by far the most produc-
tive of all the cereals; in the most favourable
situations yielding an iccrease'fof, .cight
hundred for one, whilst an increase_of three
hundred and fifty to four hundred for one is
common where irrigation is practised, and
even without this the yield is large. There
is hardly any crap respecting?which_farmers
differ as widely as they do in the manage-
ment of Indian corn.  They differ about the
season of the year when the ground ought
to be ploughed for it ; in the depth it ought
to be ploughed ; about the time of planting ;
about the manner, whether hills or drills ;
about the distance apart that the plants
ought to be left ; about whether the sced
ought to be soaked or planted dry; about
the after culture of the :corn, same_ using
only the hoe, some the hos 'and _cultivator,
others the shovel, or some other plough:
some hill up the plants well, others keeping
the ground as level as possible. They differ
also about the time, and mode of harvesting.
What has been written about the history,
culture,and value of maize would fill volumes.
Some farmers, (though few, if any in Canada
do s0), grow this for their principal crop; the
crop upon which they place most depen-
dance ; others grow it rather as a fallow
crop, and look for the profit to be derived
from the following crops, rather than any
direct profit that is got from the corn itself.
It is to this latter class that the writer
belongs. From being near the northern limit
where corn can be grown with success, and
probably also from peas being amore favour-
ite cvop with our farmers, Indian corn has
never been very largely grown in Ontario;
probably its growth might by profitably in-
creased. Though it is certainly a cercal, it
can be grown and managed in the same man-
ner as a root or fallow crop. The ground
can be manured, and cleaned with this crop,
and if properly attended to, it will leavo the
ground in good coudition for a crop of spring

wheat, barley, or oats. It aight well oceupy
the place with us that the horse bean does
in British Agriculture, and bo principally
used for the same purpose—-the fredimg anl
fattening of stock. When well sceured, the
stalks from an acre of good corn, are nearly
as valuablo as an acre of hay. Itis a crop
that requires a great amount of labour, bk
what valuable crop does nod requive labor?

The conditivns most favorable to the
growth of curn, are .2 deep, rich, and rath.¢
light svil, with a kot and moderately mot :
atmosphero ; with thesc it grows the iarges’,
best, -aud most profitable crops.  Still it wit
grow on almost any soil, from the lightes.
samd to the heaviest clay, amung granit.
rocks, and vn the.richost botto.. s, )

In preparing-land for Indian corn, pro-
pare as for ‘a ‘root ‘crop.  FPlough stubblo
ground in thefall, and if you have it to spare,
give the land a good coat of manure, and
plough it well under, water furrowing
necessary, 80 that as little water as possiblo
may lic on the ground during winter or
spring. On the opening of the spring, as
soon as the ground has become sufliciently
dry, and time ¢an be found' to do the work,
thoroughly cross plough, and harrow it;
should” the land now prove tinc, mellow,
and pretty clean, no further preparation wilt
be required ; but as fine tHth is essential,
should the land be rough or cloddy, it should
be made fino by repeatéd rolling, harrowing,
‘and cultivating ; and should it he weedy,
another ploughing hefore planting may Le
necessary, and will be amply ropdd by tho
more rapid growth of the young corn plants,
and the gréater easo of the after cultivation
of the ground.  The ground may be either
marked out and planted in hills, in straight
lines cach way, or it may ‘be.sown in drills.
For a number of yéars past, after the ground
has got-all the preparation needed, I have
been in thehabit of drilling: the ground in
good deep drills, fully threo feet wide, put-
ting in them a good coating of Larnyard
manure, no matter though the lamd has been
manured in the fall, it can hardly be made

too rich for corn, it is & gross feeder, spreads



