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THE COLONIAL CHURCHMAN. 17

| fo make it wise unto ealvation ; give it the Bible,!public meetings, but at fio time and on no occasion, [when we regard him as a christian minister, whe-
not 48 & task-book, for that will czuse a disrelish for! id he come forward with mors satisfaction, nor atitherin the churchorlinthe world,whetherinthe houses
it tell the child of Godand Jesus Christ ; explain|the same time with greater anxiely as to the success of the rich, or the lonely habitations of the poor ;
a Savionr's love ; hold up before it the pleasant and of their efforts, than on the present occasion, which|whether in the private meetings of christiahs ; the
peaceful path of religion, and pray with it and praylhad assembled them together as members of thelgathering for religious instruction, of the Sunday scho-

TP ¢ - w LA e B o i

-~ o

o

for it, as one deeply and fearfully interested in its/same church ; and though they might separate with
eternal welfare.”

er, and a weight would be removed fror their con-
sciences.
Yes, he would say & weight from their consciences,
On Monday last, a meeting of the members of the|{or hewas sure the Honuurable Chairman hud felt
Church of Englaad in this parish, washeld at the and many others now present, had.fe.lt and scknow-
Madras School room, purcuant to public notice, for,ledged, tt!at as members of a christian community,
the purpnse of taking into consideration certain mea-,88 prolessing chutch_men—xc.l not only as believers
sures which the veatry had deemed necessary tolin the truth of Christ’s religion, but as firmly per-
propose to them, for providing suitable salaries for 8lladefqu the JApostalic orvigin of Episcopacy and the
the clergymen of the parish. ’supcrwr excellency of that form of Church Govern-
The Honourable the Chief Justice presided on the ment and those ordinances of worship, which distin-
occasion, and opened the business of the meeting with Suish the Prolestant Episcopal Church ; au feeling
the folloning address : — the importance of the subject in its hearing on our
Gentlemen.—We are assembled at the ca!l of the|national, soci.i, family and personal interests, as care-
vestry of this parish, on one of the ruust important{ful that the poor shall have the gospel preached to
aud interesting occesions, that can briug men and thewn ; as en.mestly desirous that the b!esqus we
christians together--for no less a purpose, than to have long enjoyed should become the unimpaired in-
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devise means for continuing among us the ministra-|hetitance of those who come after, that it was their
tions of the Church to which we beloog, the Church
which we lave and revere,as the “ pillar and ground?
~the depositary and messenger of ** Tng TRUTH."—
For the existerce of this Church in the British Co-
lonies, and for its preservation hitherto, we are main-
ly indebted to the zesl and piety of our fellow-sub-
jects in the Mother Country, who .arm aund support

the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Fo. a0 8dequate number of clergymen, and a suitable

reign Parts. But such are the demands npon the So-
ciety, in its vast fields of operation, comprehending
the almost boundless extent of the British Empire,

ligious pastors.
Three questions were for their consideration, on
which he would dwell ut some little length :

or no the proper support of the church among us ;
provision for their wants, are matters of that indis-

pensable nature, that they ought to be atteuded to at
any ressonsble cost and sacrifice ?

that it is now compelled to throw upon their own ree
sources such of the lsrger places heretofore receiving
ils bounty, as have adequute means to provide for,
themselves, It cannot be denied that they are right:
inso doing, [ rejoice to think, however that our
connection with this Venerable Scciety is not alto-
gother dissevered; and even if the pecunisry tie
should entirely cesse,l trust we shall continue to con-
nect ourselves with it by an endearing tis of gratitude!
—I may say,of filial gratitude. In our present advan-!
ced condition, we are bound to takecare of ourselves. |
Indeed it ts a paramousat duty of B, according to
the ability with which Providence has blessed them,
to provide for the religious instruction of themselves,
their families and the commuuity in which they live.
And for Cburchmen, the sphere of this duty is un-
doabtfully within the pale of the church. 1 am sure
thst these sentiments will be respcaded to by every
one here present, and that I need not take pains to
enforce it upon you, I shali therefore content mysel
with making these few geuneral reiaarks, introducto-
ty of the business of the meetiug. A statement of
the funds of the Parcchial Church, and the propo-
sitions of the vestry, will be laid before you, and re-
solutions will also be submitted to you by gentlemen
who are fully competent to do justice to the subject.

The Meeting then appuinted Mr, George Wheel-
erto be their secretary, and he read certain extracts
from the minutes of the vestry, which had been
printed and circulated, exhibitng a sketch of the!
annual income and expenditure of the Church Cor-
poration, and containing several resolutions of the
veshiy relative to the subject before the meeting.—
These resolutions were to the effect, that the rector’s
annusl salary should in the opinion of the vestry be)
tised at £500-independent of surplice fees; that the
exigancies of the parish required the services of two
ssistant clergymen, whose salaries should be at least
£200 each ; thet towards payment of these suais,
£15. sterling, would as heretofore, be paid by the So-
ciety for Prepagating the Gospel, and £300 curren-
oy could be sppropriated from the funds of the corpo-
tation,and that sfter sllowing a sum fop contingencies,
ths sum of £600.wonid be rrguired-to be raised by-
subscription among the parishianers. !

The Hon. Judge Parker, next addressed the mest-
ing, and observed thst he had often hnd the plea.
sure of cooperating with the fonourable chairman:
in other places and on other occasions ; and he had:
ot unfrequently been called upon to take part in

* E'rom the Couricer.

amongour church congregation for making this pro-
visiun ?
Third.—Whether having such means, we have any

justright to ask, or any good grounds for expactin

that this duty will be performed for us by others ?

On the first question, His Honour made seversi
observations as to the general obligation onall com-
munities to provide for the eupport of religion and
the public worship of God ; the various duties which
ure attached to the ministers of the chureh, and the
especial exigences of this patisti ; Aand he remarked,
that when we compared the humble expences of our
chureh irstitution with the splendid and costly offer-
ings and sacrifices which had churacterized other sys-
tems, other countries, and other times ; he believed
that so far from their being called upon to contribute
more largely to what they knew to be the rveligi-

onof truth, on that account, that if they had to se-
f'lect, without regard to the truth or falsity of the sys-
tem, it would be difficu't to choose from those which

had formerly prevailed or were now foundin the world,

any that would be more acceptable than that which
they were now required tu support, even in an eco-
nomial point of view.

Fie then veferred to the statement laid before the

meeting by the vestry, and observed that in regard
'both to the vestry funds, the number of clerzymean!s uan {
‘recommended, and the incomes to be provided ; the!in many rural districts of England, in all the lsrge
vestry bad acted with sound judgment and prudence.
Asregarded the income of the Rector of such a pa.
rish as this, 2 smaller snm could not be named,
they really wished he would suitably fill
Perhaps he might be screwed down toa
but if any one would fairly reflect on th
living, the respectability of sppearance,
justice and of charity,
suitubly for his family wants,
to meet his engagements with punctuallity, and above 0! ;o and
all things, to be able to contribute to the urgent,divert the streams of Cbri.tizn benevolence ready to-
‘wants ofthe sick and needy, and not to be driven 10 flow iuto those parched and spiritually desolate coun--
make the hardest bargains postible, in order to secure
a subuistence : he would not desire the salary to he r
lowered.  But Sir,” continned His Honour, * § fountains unexhausted, nay, almost untouched.

should not do half justice to this subject if 1 omtted’ ¢ When we reflect on the marvellous succestes:
‘to mention the h-gh privilege we enjoy in the rewra, which have Iately crowned the srms of Great Bri..
to us of one who has been to eminently useful, snd tain in fudia: the country of the lndus; (almost: un--
who is so admirably calenlated to win the respect, trodden by Europeaa fuot since the days-of Alexan.-
jaffection and confilence of his flack ;. whuse talentsider,) opent to our commerce and our ciwilization ;:
{Would in any other profession, 1 doubt not, have se-|when we see what effurts are making at home for the:
icured.bim indeponder.ce and honour- ;. and who Sir, iepread of.the Gospel ;. it may-not be too- muchito. hoge:

indispensable duty to make an adequate provision for
the public worship of God, and support of their re-

First.—The importaoce of the subject ; whether

Second.——Whether we have sufficient means

lars or their teachers ; in the apartment of the sick,

lighter purses, he hoped their hearts would be light-tor at the death-bed of the dying, is alike distinguish-

ed by his perfect consisten.» of conduct, and great
christiau graces and ubility.—If Sir, he had consult-
ed merely his temporal prospects, or advancenient in
the church, his family irterests wnd personn! com-
!forts, all we could offer him would have been tender-
edin vain ; but he has, I am sure, heon influsnced
by higher motives, and has come to wherethe gieat-
er sphere of usefulness seemed apened to him by the
‘hand of Providence. And, Sir, we must feel in
jhis case, especially, that ¢ if he sows unto us spirit-
al things, he has a right to reap our worldly things.’ »’
‘ [o considering the second question, as to the abi-
lity of this Parish to meet the present call; His Ho-
nor adverted to the amazing strides which this place
had made within the memory of many present; the
commercial prosperity ; vast incresse in the value
of property ; numher of houses, ships, and stores ;
pudlic buildings : banks with large cuptitals : dn-
aestic comforts, convenieaces, and luxuries. He
observed, if we wera not now prepared, we should
probably have said just the same twenty years ago-
and yet, since that time, three successive fires had
each swept away capital enough,and more than enougls,
to have provided for the whole support of religion in
the place; and yet how litlle absolute distress had'
been felt: and bow snon, with the advantages we en-
joyed. and with the blessing of Providence on nur
exertions,would all traces of those ravages be effaced.

‘* But, Sir, tome one perhaps will say it is true the
parish is rich enough us & whole: but weare the
poor ofthe community, we have not a fair proportion
of the good things of this world in the Church.,—1
am afraid, Sir, when we look around at our congre-
gstion, we can make no such excuse as this : we
number among us some of the wealthiest : and 1 be-
lieve if each of us will contribute the income, the
profits, the wages of one week in the year, (a fifty-
second part of our funds), no very exorbitant demand
on our resousces, it would be more than we need to
meet the present call,

¢ We have had a noble example set us by other
denominations : the Methadists, the Baptists, the
Roman Catholics, T believe also the members of the
Church of Scotland, contrive to support their minis-
ters : and shall we be behind them ¢ No, Sir, we
have the means if we have the disposition.

“ Thea if I be right in this, Mr. Chairman, have
we any just right to ask, any good gronnds to expect
that athers will do it for us 2 'We have uo grounds
that such expectation would be realized if our clsim
were reasonable : butif the provision were at this-
momeut offered to us from the fund, Jf the Venerable
Society which kes supported us so long, could we
have the heart to accept it >
Let us consider the state of the Biitish Metrugolis:
a half a million persons totally without rehgious in-
struction or ordinances, a great spiritual destitution

sities, and amid the immense manufacturing popula—-

lt'ion. Look at the poce and persec:ted state of our
;r{Cbumb in Itelaod : the narrowness of its meaus in.
that station. Scotland : t calls fo
smaller sum, '1ate noble act of national justice, Slave emancipation,
e expence of,
the calls of, AR .
if they wished him to provide above all, look lothe millions of our subjects in In-

to educate his children,.dia opening their arm., as it were, to receive the

tbe great calls for assistance which the-
has created in the West Indies: the state of the
Pensl Colonies and other settlements in Austrelia -

blessings of Chriclianity : and would we wish to

‘ries, and turn them into our (comparatively speak—

1
!ing',' green pastures, leaving our own cisterns-and:



