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NORTHERN

MESSENGER.

SCHOLAR'S NOTES.

(From the International Lessons for 1876 by Edwin
W. Rice, as issued by Awmerican Sunday-School
Union.)

CoxnecreDp History.—David flees. from Jerusalem be
cause of Absalom’s rebelllon ; is .cursed by Shimet, of
Spul’s honse; crosges over Jordan; Hushai, David’s
friend, defeats the plans of Ahithophel, and delays Ab-
salom’s attack on David ; David organizes his forces for
baitle, and Absalom is defeated and slain.

LESSON XIL
Marou 19.] .

ABSALOM’S DEATH, [About 1021 B. C.]
Reap 1 Sam. xviii. 24-33. Recire v, 33.

1

|  GOLDEN TEXT.—Ifc thac pursueth
evil, pursueth it to his own death.—Prov.
XN 0%

CENTRAL TRUTH.—Disgrace follows

{

|

J

|  disobedience:
b

DAILY READINGS.—IL.—2 Sam, xviil.1-38. Z.—Ps.
xxxv. 1-28. W.— 2 Sam.xvii 1-24, Th—1 Sam.iv-
1-18. E.—Judgz. v.2-81. Sa.—2 Sam. xv.24 37. S—
Ps. exliy. 1-15.

To mHE SCHOLAR.~The events in this lesson took place
nesr Mahanaim, east of the Jordan, and where Jacob met
the angels. Gon. xxxii. 2. Se¢ how terribly and gwittly
Absalom is punished for his pride and rebellion,and what
grief it brings to his father.

NOTES.—Two gates, of the city of Mahanaim. At the
gateway of walled cities the walls were made unusu-
ally strong, and often there was a double wall, an outer
and an inwer wall, and to each wall a gate, Inthercom
thus mude David probably ** sat between the two gates.”
Porter. The duty of the porter was to opin and close the
cates. See 2 Kinge vii, 10, Joab, oldest son of David’s
;;. ter Zm-uinub,uud one of David’s greatest warriors. Cushi,
« mian of Cush, or Ethiepin, u switt runner. These run.
ners then filled the place of mails and telegraphs.  Cham-
ber ovér the gute, w xroom over the place where David first
sat(v. 24). It was a retired place.

EXPLANATIONS AND QUESTIONS.

T.css0n Mopics.(I.) Tae NgEws FROM THE BATTLE.
(B.) DAVID'S LAMENT.

I THE NEWS FROM THE BATTLE. (24)
snt,anxiousty waliag for news; two gates (see Notes);
(25.) ridings, news ; apace, with haste, quick, (27.)
porter (see Notes): running alone, a8 a messenger.
(27.) Methinketh, or (Heb.) “ I see thee running,” ete.
(28.) Allis well, or (Heb.) “ Peace be unto thee ;* fell
down, alterthe Wastern custom of showing respect to
men of rank ; king’s servant,perhaps Cushi,but the bet-
ter reading 18, ¢ When Joab, the king’s servant, sent me,
thy servant” (Speaker’sCom ); tummlt, & noisy crowd,
(32.) beas that young man, which meant {hat Absa-
dom was dead.

1. Queslions.-—[nto how many parts did David divide
s forces for battle ? v, 2. State the namas of his three
generals, Why did David not go into battle? v. 3.
What charge did he give about Absalom?v. 5. Which
army gained the vietory ¢ How was Absalom caught ?
By whom slain ¢ “Where was Dayid during the battle ?
v. 94, Name the two messengers bringing news to him,
What did the first say 7 What did the king ask about Ab-
salom ¢ What reply did Ahimasz make? Whatnews
@41 Coshi bring ¢ What did he say about Absalom ?

1. DAYVID’S LAMENT. (33.) much moved,
very sortowful; chamber over the gate (see Notes) ;
wept,over his erring son; died for thee, sogreat
was his grief and his love for his son.

IL: Questions.—How did David receive the news of
Absalom’s death ? With what feelings ? Where did he
2o to mourn for him? Recite verse 33. How do Chris-
tian pavents now teal wien vheir sons go into wicked
ways 1 How would they feel if sueh sons were to die in
their gins ¢

LESSON XIII.
Mar. 26.]

-

REVIEW.

|~ GOLDEN TEXT,—Walt on the Lord,
and keep his way, and Le shall ezalt
thee to inherit the land; when the
wicked are eut off, thou shalt ses it.—
Py, xxzvii, 34, 3

|* 7 CENTRAL TRUTH.~God i3 with us
oy we are with hi?a.

!
|

i

DAILY - READRNGS.—M.~1 . Sam, xv. 1.85, Z.—1
Sam. xvi, 113 ; xvii. 82-51. W.—1 Sam. xviil, 1.16; xx.
35-42.  Th.—1 Fam. xxiv. 1-16: xxvl. 5-22. #.—1
Sam. xxxi. 1-13.  8a.—2 Sam, vi. 1-15; vil. 18-29. 8,—
2 faw..xy, 1-14 ; xvhi. 24-33.

To rue ScuonAr.~The twelve lepsons which we are
now toreview all centre about David ; for even Saulis
rejected, and finally slain, to make way for David as king
over Israel. They cover a period of about forty-five to
forty-eight years,

1t will g've a clearer view of this portion of the history
to look back over the whole history of lsrael from the
time of leaving Bgypt, and notice that Moses and Joshua
wers appointed us rulers by the Lord, anl gmided the na-

“ we he taught them to do; when the nation sinned by

~o God at Joshua’s death,their rulers were judges,
‘ged up from time to time, to deliver the
“reatest oppressions ; but these rulers

"o tribes atonc time, 8o that af-

"'y umted together a3 ana-
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tion until the days of Samuel. As these leaders and
Jjudges were raised up and delivered the people under the
special direction of God, the government was called a the-
ocracy—that iy, “God-governed.” When Saul was chos-
en king and God rejected, the government was changed
to a monarchy (rule by one man), similarto the heathen
nations. 1 Sam. viii. 5.

REVIEW QUESTIONS AND TOPICS.
The lessons may be well re-examined in three groups.

Plan of review,—(I.) A KiNe¢ WITHOUT A KINGDOM
(Lessons I.-V,] (1L) A Kinae GAINING BIS KINGDOM
[ Lessons VI.-IX.|. (1IL.) A KING¢ MAINTAINING HIS KING-
pox [Lessons X.-XIL], .

About whose life do the past twelve lessons centre ¢
State the event with which they begin. The one with
with which they end. The probable length of time they
cover, How many years before Christ did these events
take place ? How was Israel ruled in the wilderness ?
How governed on entering Canaan ¢ How after Joshua’s
death ! Who wasg the last judge ? Why was the form of
government changed ? Who was the first king? How
ohosen ! Who was grieved at the people because they
desired a king ? Whae was Samuel to tell the people
about the king'srule ? 1 sam. viii. 10-18. Why did they

| still desire a king ? 1 Sam. vi1i.20.

I. Questions.—Giye the title of the first of the past
twelve lessons. Why was Saul 1ejected ¢ How had he
sinned ? How did he seek to escape punishment ? 1 Sam.
xv.12-21, How was he detested in hislie ? How re-
proved.

¥From what family had God selected anew king ¢ Who
was commanded to anoint him king ? What excuse did
Samuel make ! What order did he then receive ¥ Which
of the sons of Josse did he think God had chosen ? How
did he find out lus mistake ? Upon what did God look in
m;xki_ug a cholee ? Where was the new king found ? Wha,
came upon David at that time ?

What champion defied the armies of Israel? Ior how
many cays ! 1 *am. xvii, 16, Who offered to meet him ?
How did the king arm bavid? Why did he put Sanl’s
armor off ! How did he arm himsel? ? Tn whose strength

did he go ! With what result ?

Why was Duvid wanted ut Saul’s court 2 How did Saul
first honor him? Why afterward hate him ? Why did
Saul not kitl David ?

How did Jonathan warn David? Where? How did

they show their love of each other ?

II. Where did David hide from Saul ¢ 1 Sam. sxiv. 3.
Why did Dayid spare Sanl? How did Saul know that
David had spared his life 2 State his reproof of Saul.
Against whom did Israel fight in Gilboa ! Which gained
the vietory ? Who were slain in battle? How did S8aul
die ! Why did he kill himself ?

Where did David first rule as king ? Over what portion
of Israel? Iow long ? 2 Sam. v. 5. How was he made
king over all Israel # Where 7 Where and how long did
ke reign over all Tsrael ? -

Give titles of Lessons IX. and X, Where was tﬂl) ark 7
How long had it beon there? How did they attempt to
bring it to Zion? Who was struck dead on the way ?
What for ¢ How had God commanded the ark to be oar-
ried? Num, vii. 9. Tn whose house waus it then left ?
How finally brought to Zion ?

IXX. What did David propose to build for Ged ? See 2
Baw. vii, 2. Who forbade him? Why ? Upon whom
did Davidrely to establish his kingdom ? What did he
plead with God to do for him ?

Whieh of David’s sons planned a rebellion ¢ State how
he began 17 Where 1 What did hetirst long for 7 2 Sam.
xv. 4. Whero did he ask to go ¥ Who went out with him ?
Who joined him from Giloh ? Whither did David flee ?
Why ¢

Whepedid Absalom’s and Duvid’s armies meet? How
was Absalom slain? How did David get the news?
What effect had it upon him ? How did he mouyn for Ab
salom T o

Whieh of these lessons teach us :

(L.) The danger ot disobeying God ¢

(2.) The blessings of serving and trusting God ?

(3.) The value of true triendship ¢

(4.) The true way to show kindness to an enemy ¢

(5.) The importance of supporting the worship of
God ?

(6.) The danger of being envious of others ?

(7.) The end of a disobedient son ?

Hiustration.—End of Ambition. Notice the end ot
four of earth’s most ambitious and perbaps greatest rul-
ers: (L) Alexander, weeping because there were no more
worlds to conquer, died in a dranken debaunch. (Z.) Han-
nibal, having filled three bushels with gold rings of con-
quered princes,died unknown in & foreign land by taking
poison. (8.) Ceesar conquered eight hundred cities, and
having slain amillion of his foes died by the dagzer of
his Lest friend. (4.) Napoleon, the seourge of Europe.
dled a captive on the rocky Island of St. Helena.

5 e
|

j' without o

- DAVID 5k .. KINGDOM

‘ maintalning his 1
Wil oiren s Copan s sy s

e
THE PRIZES.

Our prize campaign for {his season has been
ended. At fiest it appeared as if the prizes
would cost more than the total amounts re-
ceived in competition, and in one instance
there were not competitors enough to claim
all the premiums. But the competition end-
ing January 7th hus entirely exceedel cur ¢x.

pectations. There were three hundred and
peventy competitors, and the total amouut

sent in was $5,749.40. Doubtless a very lurge
proportion of this would have been remitted
without the inducement of the prizes, lu*
still it represents a very large increase of new
subscribers. We are glad to recognize the
motive of most of the competitors as ex-
pressed in their letters. It is almost invari-
ably, “I want to see everybody take the
Wirness, New Dominion MontaLY or MEs-
SENGER.” The prize has been gnerally
ragarded as a sort of excuse for working.
No such excuse, however, is needed. We
depend almost entirely upon our friends
for the increase of the circulation of
our publications. At present, after all the
names of those who have not renewed their
subscriptions have been cut off, we bave on
our lists 27,150 names for the Wrrrry Wir-
NESS against 17,300 last year. The list is also
increasing daily The circulation of the
MEesseNGER is 45,000 against 19,000 this time
last year. This gives us very great encourage-
ment, and we hope that the same proportion
of increase will be continued. The following
is the list of successful competitors for the

last competition : — 5
Prize. Awm’t rec’d.

1. H. W. Hunt,  :Ont. $50. . §155.62
2. J. Crichton, Que. 40 142 80
3. R. Phillips, Ont. 30 114.50
4. Mrs. A. MecDougall, ¢ 20 100.00
5. G. McFarlane, “ & 84.95
6::7 5 Liealia Nigresi i 7940
7. W. F. Newcombe,N. 8. = 10 79.25
8. J. A. Murtin, Gantiala0 72.16
9. P. Ewing, witos b 70.35

10. L. Reynolds, N. 8. 5 62.36

11. 8.'T. Draper,  Ont. 5 61.45

12, D McDonald, N.S. 5 60.00

'I"he prizes were muiled to su:cessful com-
petitors on the 28th February.

—We print 50,000 copies of the MESSENGER
this issue. This but two thousand more than
last number, but we think that, as was expeot-
ed, the subscription list will be 60,000 before
the beginning of the fall campaign.,

— Any readers of this paper who livein a
neighborhood where the MrssENGER is not
taken in their Sunday-school can greatly
oblige us by sending us the name of the super-
intendent and minister, or whoever is most
likely to take an interest in the supply of lit-
erature. Sample copies for examination and
distribution will then be sent.

Epps’s CoCOA—GRATEFUL AND COMFORTING
— By a thorough knowledge of the natural
laws which govern the operations of digestion
and nutrition, and by a careful agpllcauon of
the fine properties of well-selected cocoa, Mr.
Epps has provided our breakfast tables with a
delicately flavoured beverage which may save us
many heavy doctors’ bills. It is by the judicicus
1se of such artieles of diet that a constitution
may be gradually built up until strong evough
to resist every tendency to diseace. Hundreds
of subtle maladies are floating around us ready
to attack wherever there s » weak point. We
may escape many a fatal shaft by keeping our-
selves we?l-!orl; ed with pure blood and a pro-
parly nourished frame.”— Civil Service Gazette.

ADVERTISEMENTS,
A GENTS WANTED,

to sell “ Dress and Health” and the “History ot
ihe Guibord Case” Good commissions. Apply for
terms, &e., to JouN DoueArL & SoN, Montreal,

A GOOD HOUSEHOLD
MAGAZINE
may be obta’ned by subseribing for the New DomixNiox
MonraLy. Price, $1.60 a year; single copy, ibc.
JOHN DOUGALL & SON,
Publishers, Montreal, P.Q.

COMPRESSIN G AND

DEPRERSING |
Is the title of a chapter of the little book entirled * Dress
and Health.” It treats of the great injury to the physical
organism, ot to gpeak of the discomfort, of the present
style of ladies’ dress. Ladies enveloped in fold after fold
of garments, nearly all hanging from the hips complain
of being cold, and of being troubled with palpitation ot
the heart, why should not they ? How can anything else
beexpected ! The clothing does not harmonize, the up-
perportion of the body being ingufiiciently covered, and
the walst and lower portions as if in a furnace, and the
heart and organs are forced from thelr normal position.
This chapter not only distinguishes the cause of the
disease, but ponts out the remedy. Ladies who think
they are suffering from many incurable diseases should
purchage * Dress and Healih," and see if the remedy 18
not in their own hands.

Price, 30 Ccuts Past Free.

JORN DOUGALL & SON,

Publiskers, Montreal, P.Q.

ADVERTISEMENTS.

“7 ITNESS EXTRA.

THE FIRS1 WEEK
OF
MOODY AND SANKEY
In New York,
Containing reports of the meetings of Monday to Ratur~
day, mclusive, tilling jourteen columns. There will be
a sories of at least ten of these Lxtras, and parties who

wish them for distribution (x most admiarble way of
preaching the Gospel) might order the ten at once.

TERMS :
1 cent each, or 75 cents per 100, at the office.
2 cents each, or $1.50 per 100, post-paid, by mail.

N.B-—Parties ordering 100 of each of the ten Rxtras,
taken at the office or to be sant by express, will get them
for $6—remitted in advance—a price which scarcely
covers cost.

Please send orders as speedily ¢s possible, that we mway
know how wany to print.

Orders will be received at Montreal Witagss Office,
JOHAN DOUGALL & SON.

SOL»FA !

Ttds cluimed that the Sol-Fa System of Music iz the
proper one to teach children. It is so simple that little
children who can searcely read take hold of the Sol-Fa
syllables, and soon acquire a cerrect notionm of simple
melodies. The little work entitled ** Sol-Fa Lessons,”
which is edited by Mr. J, McLsrew, certiflcated Teacher
ot the fystem, 15 & compendium by whose aid any one
with & reagonable knowledge of music can both learn and
teach this method of mnging at sight. It issent posttree
to any address for 15¢, on application to the publishers,

JOHN DOUGAL), & SON,
Montreal, P.Q.

A LADY WRITES FROM

g FRANUCE s37Le]
acknowledging the reccipt of a copy of 1he * History of
the Guibord Cuse,” from a friend. This book wherever
known is acknowledged to bea valuable addition o the
literatore on one of the most generally discussed topies
before the world, the Ecclesiastical and Civil Claims,
The Pastorals of Bishop Bourget are most interesting
reading. Price, in paper covers, 50¢; neatly bound 1n
cloth, $1.

_DOUGALL. & SON,
Publishers, Montreal, P Q.
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100,000.

This is about the number of Temperance Tracts and
Apples of Gold forsale at the Wirygss Office. They are
each nearly a quarter the size of the MEssENGER, and each
has two or more good stories er articles.

THE CONTENTS
of No. 47 are a8 follows :

Total Abstinence ; Singular Reagoning; Only for Medi-
cine; How Shall T Drop Tobacco?; Which Will You
Have 7; Drink Like a Gentlemaun ; The Bride's Anchor.

No. 84 : Thé Tragedy Acted Every Night; Lost; Nam-
my Hieks and His Pipe.

No. 49 : Teetotalers in Exeter Hall ; The Medical Pro-
fession and Intemperance; What Men of Science Say
About Tobacco ; Opposite Sides of the Counter; The Song
of the Bcreaved (poetry).

These are simply samples. Every selection is gound,
polnted and stirring. 3

The contenis of i

APPLES OF GOLD
are of u different miture, containing selections of the
most interesting evangelical readiag.

No. 18 contains :=Persevering Prayer; Giving Like a
Liftle Oldld ; Put a Ring on His Hand; Hillel and Mai-
mon; Tell Iim All: Diligent in Business; The Beautiful
Gate (poetry) ; Not Enough; Use Your Own Talent.

No,'8: A Quesiion to Infidels ; Shine as Lights; Falth
and Light; Alfred Hastings; The Doomed Man (postry).

‘ THE COST
of these tracts is véey litile. A parcel of 300 copies
(1,200 pages) is sent post frec to any address for $1.
Those desiring it can have 150 of .each for the same

e G0OD IS DONE
by the distribution of such publications is undeniable.

JOHN DOUGALL & SON,
Publishers, Montreal.

'SUBSCRIPTIONS
for the MESSENGER ares

price.

ar

F GODM Gl covdsvusiidans ipmpind % 0.30
10 copies.. 2.50
25 copies.. 6.00
30 copies -~ 11.50
190 copies.. .. 22,00
1,000 copies . .........c.oco.o..an 200.00
J. BOUGALL & SON,
Publishers,
Montreal.

JOBN DOUGALL,
2 Spruce streety
New York.
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