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pages, ought not the direct consequunce to be,—
wud is it not the dictate of common sense to 8up-
pose it,—that they should, therefore, be competcnt
to undarstand them ?  Such consequence 18, uo
doubt, palpable :—else, the reading, and examina~
tion, become nugatory and unavailing. Well;aud
do they, then understand,—or are they competent
to explain the mysteripus volumes ?——Tlu.s is, in-
deed; n question, which requires no discussion
whatever.  They do not understand them.—
Tven the learned themsclves, lefl to their own tal-
ents, do not understand thern, The truth is,—and
3t is tho concession of the most enlightened scho-
lars,~that, amonggt all the variety of books in the
whole order of litesature, there is not one single
work that is more obscure, more perplexing, and
difficult to be undorstood, than the sacred Scrip-
tures; proof, this alone, that they never weredesigned
by the eternal wisdom to be subjected to the inter-
pretation of each private individual. ‘Opea your bi-
bles, take the first page that occurs in either Testa-
ment, and tell me, without disguise, is there nothing
in it too hard for your understanding ?  If you find
a¥} before you clear and casy, you may thank God
ror giving you a privilegé which he bas dented to
many thousands of sincere believers.® Accordingly,
referring to the opinioas of cven the most fearnied
Protestants, we constantly find, that, whenever
they pretend, or attempt, to interpret the holy pa-
ges, by the light of their own private reason, and the
dictates of their own feelings, they not only, adl, dif-
fer amongst themselves, just equaily as do the igno-
rant, and the simple, but they plunge, many of
them, into errors, which are, sometimes, as perni-
cious as they .are absard. Their opinions are ad
various as their Tespective characters ; and as nu-
merous, almost, as their persons, Ves, and noton-
iy this,—but even the creeds, and symbals, of the
reformed churches,—although composed by the
wisdom and policy cf the learned; and reposing pro-
fessedly upon the plainest fexts of Scripture;—and
designed to create a somethinglike unity amongst
the public ;—even these are, all, at variance with
cachother. 8o that, no where, amongst al' the in-
numerable sects of Protestantism, do any t vo of
these important, but singular, instruments agre. to-
gether, s

-TESTIMONY CONCERNING CHRIST.

-The sublimity of the gospel, and the purify and ex-
cellence of itsmaxims, and of the person of Jesus
Clirist, of whose life it isa summary, are des-
cribed by one of the greatest infidels of the age,
John James Rousseau, inthe following words :
“l must acknowledge that the majesty of tho

scriptures fills me with astonishment, the sanclity
of the gospel speaks to my heart, Look ut all the
books of the philosaphers, with all their pomp, and
vou willfind them little and mean, If comparéd
with this. Is it possible that a book at once s0su-
blime and so simple, can be the production of men?
Is it possible that he, whose history is here given,
should be nothing more thanman ? » Is this the tose
of anenthusiast or an ambitious-sectary 2 What
~ Awilness, what purity inhis morals ! What unc-

tion inhis instructions-!  What dignity in his max-

ims ! What profound wisdom in his discoursey !
What presence of mind, what wariness and exact-
ness in his answers! And what command over
his passions !—Where is the man, whereis the sage,
who knows how to act, tv suffer, and to die, with-
out either weakness, or ostentation 2 When Plato
describes his imaginary just man Jaden with all
the ignominy of guilt, thougb really deserving all
the honors and rewaads of virtue, e Jraws Jesus
Christ at every stroke. The resemblance is so
striking, that all the fathers have teken nofice of it,
and it is not possible for any one to be deceived by
it.—~How great must be the prejudices, how great
the blindness of the man, who durst compare the
Son of Sophronisca with the Son of Mary? How
great a difference is there between the one and the
other ! Socrates dying without pain, and without
ignominy, easily supported his character to the
last ; and if this easy death had not crowned his
life, we'mightdoubit whether Socrates with all his
wisdom, had been any thing more than a mere so-
phist. They say, heinvented the rules called Mo-
ral Philosophy. Butothers had first reduced those
tules to practice, he did nothing” more than say
what they had done, and turn their examples into
lessons. Aristides had been just, before Socrates
bad said what justice was. Leonidas had dir4 for
his ¢ountry, before Socrates declared it-a duty to
love it. ‘Sporia was sober, before Socrates praised
sobriety, and before he had defired virtue.—Greece
abounded in virtuous mebh. But from whom uid
Jesus learn that pure and sublime morality, of]
which he alone has given both the lessons and the
examples?

The death of Socrates, peacefully philosophizing
in the midst of fricnds, the easiest, one can desire :
andthat of Jesus, expiring in torments on the cross,
insulted,scoffed at, angd blasphemed by "a whole
people, is the most horrible one canfear. Socrates
taking the poisoned cup, blesses the manwho pre-

and familiars, cspecially about whatever tended

most to our own honour and advantage ; with what

attention and respect, with what lively sentiments

of gratitude and love, would we lister to the words

ofso good and gracious a sovereign ¥ And how

readily would he not perform whatever he were

pleased to enjoin?  But in point of dignity, what

earthly prince can be compared to the God and So-

vereign Lord ofall things ! The greatest monarch

is but a mere worm in his presence ; a glittering
insect, the being of a day ; who borrows all his

grandeur and importance but from the relation he
bears to his fellow-creatures: but who dwindles
into a mere nothing, when compared with the Deity,
that great, eternal, all-wise, and omnipotent being :
compared with whom this whole universe and all
nature is but like an almost imperceptible atom
finating within the boundless sphere of bis immen-
sity ; who, in the sublime language of the prophet
Isaias, has measured the waters in the hallow of
his hand 3 and weighed the heavens with his paln.
Who kas poised with three fingers the bulk of the
earth, and weighed the mountains in scales, and
the hills in a balance, ch. xi. v. 12,

Such is that great God, who deigns to address
himself to us, poor worms of the earth, Nor did
ever carthly prince shew himself so familiar and af
fectionate towards any of his subjects, as 1 Deita
has done towards us. He admits us v an audience
as often as we please.  He never tires of our cau -
pany and conversation. He exhorts us to ask with
covfidence for whatever we nced, and assures us
that he will grant it, if it be for our goed. Ana
when he himseclf vouchsafes to converse wifh us, it
isalways about otr own concerns, in so much that
ho scems to have nothing but our good at heart.
and to consult nothing so much as our weliare' and
happiness. And yet with what ‘inattention do We
hear his sacred word announced to us by the pas
tors of his Church, or read to us from the inspircd

sents it to him with tears! Jesus, in the midst
of the agonies of a most cruel death, prays for his
savage executioners. Yes, if the life and death of'
Socrates be thuse of a sage, the life and death of]
Jesus are those of o God.—Sball we then say that
the Gospel History is a fiction? No, my friends
this canuot be, for the facls of Socraies, of which
ouc doubts, are not half so well altested as those
of Jesus Christ. And at best this would be only
cvading the difficulty, not answering il, Forit
would be. more difficult to convince, that maay
should combine to write such a book, than onc
should furnish the matter. Jewish aythors would
never have been able to hit upon either this man-
ner of expression, or his sublime morality ; and

writings aod pious books! How scldom do we'

what reluctance do we perform what he is pleased
toenjoin ! The reason doubtless why his word.
thus communicated tous, 1 ake so little impression
on our minds, is because we do not sufficiently con-
sider thatit is not the word of 1aan, wbo is.but the
echo and the organ, through which he is pleased o
converse with us, but of God himself, who deigns
to speak with us concerning the mcst iraportont of
all concerns, our eiernal salvation. I isbecause
we consider the meanness of the visible speaker,
who is but a fellow creature, and svhose veice can
only reach the corporeal ear ; more than the digui-
ty of ihe invisible inspirer, whose words can find
their way fo the inncrmost recesses of the Leart. ;.
and cominunicate themselves iu secret whispers.to
the soul of the allentive hearer, OGur Lord.has
given us tounderstand that weare to hear his-word
when spoken {o us by our spiritual directars, with
the same respect and deferencey as3f it were ad-
dressed to us by himself in persun,  He whokears,
you; says ho to his apostles, hears me ; and heuko
despises you, despises me.
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the Gospel bas characters of truth, so great, so
striking, so perfectly inimitable, that the inventor
4
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ON THE WORD OF.GOD.
Speak, lord: for thy servant heareth—1 King i. 31
honour of ceaversing with us, as hisintimate friends

would have been more astonishing than the hero.”
WazrE any carthly princeol potentate to dous the

The profound respect and attention,

profit, as we ought, of his admonitions, and witl



