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THE CANADIAN MINING INSTITUTE

T an annual meeting of the Engineering Institute

of Canada a few years ago, Prof. Haultain, of

Toronto, declared that the Canadian I\/.Immg Insti-
tute represented an industry, not a grofesswn;.that it
was a trade body, not a technical society ; that it coul.d
never be absorbed completely by the Engineering Insti-
tute because its membership inclufied many men who
could not qualify for the Engineering Institute.

There ensued immediately a strenuous }protest 'from
many leading members of the Canadian I}/Iu}mg Institute.
Exception was taken to Prof. Haultain’s indictment of
every count. But Prof. Haultain had taken a grommer}t
part in both institutes for many years, and he \:’le.W(:‘,d his
subject from both standpoints. That the mining en-
gineers generally are coming a.rou.nd to Prof. Ha'ultaln.&;
opinion is evidenced by the editorial in the last issue O
the Canadian Mining Journal, which says:— .

“To us the essential difference between the Institutes
is that one represents an industry, and the other repre-
sents a profession. :

“The Canadian Mining Institute is chiefly composed
of technical men. This is a natural consequence of the fact
that mining and metallurgical op.eranonsflre to a Vf:rty
large extent directed by and carried on with the assist-
ance of technical men. It does not follow, howe:ver',
that the Mining Institute is a mere technical soc1’ei‘tﬁ.
We would be very sorry if it should become such. f]}
aim of the Mining Institute is to develop the mmera]
resources of Canada. Among its members are severa
who have had no technical education, but - have other
qualifications which make them equally valuable as mem-
bers. They would not qualify, and would have no par-
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ticular desire to belong to, an engineering society; but
they are eminently qualified to take a leading part in the
mining and metallurgical industries.

“The Engineering ‘Institute of Canada, on the other
hand, represents no particular industry. It has, never-
theless, good and sufficient reasons for existence. Com-
paratively few mining engineers belong to the Engineer-
ing Institute because the-Mining Institute gives them the
advantages of a professional society, while it also repre-
sents their industry. The professional members of the
Canadian Mining Institute will always be found ready
to co-operate with the members of the Engineering Insti-
tute in efforts to improve the status of the engineering
profession.”’

This is probably the first admission by anyone asso-
ciated with the mining interests, other than Prof. Haul-
tain, that the Mining Institute is not an engineering so-
ciety.. We wonder whether the Canadian Mining Insti-
tute would officially endorse this admission. If so, it
would no doubt do much toward clearing up all differ-
ences of opinion between the two bodies. *‘It is a mis-
take, however, to expect that there will not be differences
between the two Institutes,’’ continues the Canadian
Mining Journal. ‘‘The aims of the two are similar in
some respects; but quite different in others. Failure to
recognize the points of similarity. and difference has been
responsible for some unpleasantries in the past. Would
it not be well for each Institute to undertake to make
the members of the other more familiar with the nature
of the respective societies?’’

ENGINEERING PRIVILEGES.

NE of the steps to be taken in the choice of a profes-
sion is the consideration of the associated privi-
leges which one may reasonably hope to enjoy.

The majority of engineering students look forward to the
time when they can claim membership with at least one

engineering society.
4 >

The Institution of Civil Engineers, of London, Eng-
land, is the parent institution of the profession ; it is
certainly one of the privileges of the profession to belong
to it, as it is to worthy men, and worthy men only, that
its doors are opened. Formerly it was easier to obtain
membership than it is to-day. At one time “membership
was obtained by little more than the securing of the names
of a few ‘‘good men’’ on one’s form of application. These
men often knew little or nothing about the qualifica-
tions of the applicant, but signed the application because
somebody else had signed it. The result was that the
Institution’s membership included names of some indi-

viduals who should, perhaps, have waited a little longer

before applying. ;
To overcome this condition, the governing body of

the Institution introduced a qualifying examination which

eliminated those who did not possess the necessary know-
ledge and experience.
similar examinations held throughout the world under

the auspices of various universities, a list was compiled of |

those examinations which would be accepted in lieu of that
held by the Institution. A number of universities out-
side of the British Isles are recognized in the list, includ-
ing McGill University, Montreal, but no recognition is
granted to the Faculty of Applied Science of the Univer-
sity of Toronto. It is difficult to understand the atti-
tude of the Institution in regard to the University of Tor-
onto. McGill University is an excellent college and well

But as there were many other



