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HOW TO TEACH READIN"‘ TO A SENIOR CLASS

LONDENQED NOTES OF AN ADDRESS DELIVERED BEFORE THE STRATHROY TEACHERS
ASSOCIATION—I874,-—-BY J..T. WoOD, LQBO,

Good readlng is an accompllshment of ! his PuP'IS become he must be as far as
inestimable worth ; no sabject "of study in p0551b1e—-an EIOCUUOBISt .
the whole curnculum of our Pubhc Schools | There is a vast dlﬁ'erence between having
can outweigh it in importarce. 1t isan ac- | pupils read a legson,and teaching them how
complishment which crowns its fortunate | to read it--between ciiing them of their
possessor with daily enjoyment, enriches | errors, and showing them by example, how
him with constant acquisition of knowledge, | to avoid those errors.
makes his society a delight to those arbusd | The first great requisite, then,in teaching
him, and enables him, even in solitude, to | reading is that the Teacher should thorough-
enrich his mind, by holding social converse " ly prepare himself for his work and bring all
with those who have “gone before;” whose 1| his ¢ ingenuity. and ability, his earnestness
nameés have been indelibly inscribéd on the and energy,’ ’ to Bear fbr; the attainment of
roll of literary faimc, because of the beauti- succcss
ful thoughts they hive embodied ‘in our! The subject of Elocuilon 15 very properly
noble English t‘ongue~that language whlch, .divided into two branches, Physxolowlcal
to- day ‘convéys to the mulﬁtude of earth’s ‘and Intellectual the former, comprehend—
inhabitints, thé loftiest 'inspirations of Ly vng the culture and management.-of the
genius, ard the most -abstiuse friths of | vpice, and the latter comprehendmfr the
phllosophy——“whlch goes with Freedom, | Study of the Author’s thmsutand language,
Thought and Truth, to rouse and rulé the | together with the' appication of pr'nc1p]es,
world. 2 ' leadma to expressive and effective. delxvery.

We may Justly feel proud of the tongue , In ieaching readmg, the successful teach-
we speak, and we should be ambltlous to ; er will noc fail to give due attention . to -the
read and speak it ‘well. Tts music and | first named departmentﬁ-m which, Azticula-
cadences sound along the surfworn shores | tion, Accent, Emphasis, Inflection, Pitch,
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of Albion, its adopted mother land; or float , Force, Tone, Time, &c., will be separately
among ]ura< crags or Mona’s hills; go ,and severally taught and practised. .There
where we will—there, we shall find oar own | will be thus a great dwersxty of. exercises——
good Saxon tongue, to cheer and bless which we may call“ vocal gymnastics,” the
mankizd. The poet has embodied a great | purpose of which will be “to bring the
deal ia those two words —¢ cheer” and | vocal organs under contro] to increase their
“bless ;" and the Teacher who, (in conncc- power, and to improve the tone and purity
tion mth reading), would cheer and bless ¥ of the voice. Music will lend its 2id, to.a

mankind in general, and his pupils, in par considerable degree in this department For
ticular, must falthfully improve those vocal | valuable evercises and information in both
powers and capacities—that wonderful phy- { the Phys1olog1cal and mtellectual b;anches
siologicai mechanism of voice, which his | of Elocution, the reader is referred to,-the
Creator has given him to this end; for, to | “ Dominion Elocutionist,” .by R.- Lewis,
insure success in teaching readmg, tne tea- thoug‘l the judicious and pam;takmg tea-
cher himr<:f must.be what_ he would bave | cher will frame such -exercises' for. himself,



