Where'er the gloom is decpest,

Brightest sonls must shed the light :
Whiere'er the foc is fiercest,

Valinnt mien numt wage the fight ;
Not ours the light, the valour,

But Christ's whom we can take :
Lo Tam with you alwny " -

That is heathendom's lfl’l)‘lll‘lh‘lk,
* Lo I am with you,” brother, -

Go forth that Cheist way go,
With the fulness of salvation,

Where the cuarth has fullest woe ;
Let Loves trawe speaking hanner,
~ er the wide carth be unfurled, .
Procluitn the workd for Jesus,

And Jesus for the world !

—Mise. Heral 1,

" Our Mission Field.

WV REA, fR enate,

Some time ago U remember noticing ecarks made by bre-
thren at home in regant to onr Misvion Field,  Suegestions
were innde that we ought to pay attention to South Americi
hecause it wasnens us : and to Afriea s a eluoge from India;
anl to Upper Burmal beciase there was such  providential
opening there, 14 wis nlvo stated that there was o danger of
us making small men of nurselves if we confined our attention
to one particular leld.

~Ipreply to such sugpestions D wish to ke n few remurks,

Firat of all, T woulil suggest that we may take a deep interest
in other missions, while confining onr donntions to our own
particular one  Personally, 1 take a \'vrydv(:[]) interest in the
wigsions on the Conga, and alua in the China Tuland Mission,
not to mention many others, but 1 do not feel under any
obligation to give to them. !

So far ay entering apon work in Africa ar South Amerien
is concernied, [ would suggent that we are w very mdall sovicty
amd ennmot affoyd to spread ourselves ont any more just at
pregent. I we do we shall rn the vk of becoming invis
ihie. The field that we are now trying to care for s o
menge, Tt is large enowphc b tax our resuurees, even thongh
all gave with some measnre of liberality.  Weare cnltivating
only_vsmalt part of it. D tivis paper 1 wish to show how
utterly inadeguicte our present attemptsaeic. 1 want dur young
e to realize that theve inrontm for a good many of thet in the
Telugu conntry even yet. A hulf-munned wission, or perhaps
[ had better sy 0 mission, inadequately supplied with work-
ers, drags out a mumeralde exnistence. Lot us have i thar
aughly equipped mission an India, before we taen with long
ing eyes to vither Routh America or Afriea,

1 wish to show you briefly how the wissionney works under

* the vaeious conditions in which he tinds himself. Lot us take
Mr, Currie’s case when he first went to Tuni - There wasnot
a Chiristinn outside of Tuni in all that vegion.  When our
brother went ont touring he devoted himself to purely ovan-
gelistic work,  He could take villuge after vitlage and preach
the gonpel of salvation,  Bat how much of an impression do
von suppose he made on those villages by his first, second.
thind or even tenth virit? The fact i that the gospel is o
trange story atfirst, and it s to e tobd dver and over again
hefore it s comprehended in mny enses,

But onr brother kept pegging away, and bye sl bye one
or two here and one or two thers believed and were bap-
tizend.  Naon we rend an the reports that it in o task to visit
the villages where the Christiane live without poing to any
that are still purely heathen.
wrience with a dozen villages to visit, what must mine have
een with Cheistians in lifty urosixty villages 2 ¥ refer tothe
Akidu field.  Fhe fact i that we nutwmlly feel that the con-
verts must be vaved for, whether the heathen are or not.  Of
course, in 1l such eases the henthen neighbors of our converts
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have the goapel proclaimed to them whenever the converts are
visiterl by the minuiomxr{ In some cases even the native
preacher may find his hands full in trying to care for tho"Chris-
tians under his care. Honee, he hax little titme to devote to evan-
gelistic work, although many villages ronnd about are desti-
tute of the gospel. At Hn'cucnt Lam trying to care for all our
work in the villages, and I tind that I caunot visit every place,
where theve are converts, oven twice a year,  Visiting other
villagen for purely evangelistic work is alinost out of the
question.  In going from one place to another § pass by vil-
lage after village where there is nat a singlo Christinn, and
where, in most cuses, there is an ntter ignorance of the gos-
pel message. v

Another point to be remembered is this ¢ In almost all casex
u villuge proper containg only Shudras, or Shudras and Brah:
wans. ‘The Malas und Madigas live in hamlets separated:
from the village sometimes by o street, but more commonly
by u short distance, though occusionully the distance amounts
to o mile.  ‘The fact that nearly all our converts have come
from these two out-cast clusses makes our message less wel-
came to Shudras than it wonld he otherwi But the point
that T wish tocall yonr nttention to ia this: When we preach
in it Mals or Madign Iumlet, nearly all the people may
hear ug, and o hear. us - sometimes, But the case-
is different in the Shudra village.  In many places
we shonld need to preach in street after street, If we wished
all the people tihear u8? Hence, we must be content if ten
or twenty or thirty out of every hundred listen to our
preaching.

I trust the above ramarks have prepared you to receive
some general statements on the condition of our field us a
whole.” We may vegard our field ay stretehing from the
Kiston River in the south-west to a point about 20 miles
north-visk of Tuni, ax we follow the connt up.  As to breadth
it may he said to extend 30 miles inland from the coast. It
thos cwsbraces most of the Goduvery District, part of the
Kistna District, nndspart of the Vizagapatam Distriet.  The
population of these Districts i very large.  Other mission
sovicties ure at work among the people, but I think we may
sfely suy that we are vesponsible for at least 1,500,000, It
is our duty to preach the gonpel to this great host.  Among
these hundreds of thousands we have about 2.000 converts,

“and just ubout one-third of these converts are members of the
tiunnanapudi Chureh. They livein Gunnanapudi and neigh-
Yoring villages, That reginn is probably the most lhorougﬁly
evangelized region in ullour fields.  Not only the Malus, hut
also the Brahmuns and Shudras have heard the gospel from
Peter and his fellow-workers.  If we had o hundred Gun-
nanapudis, ench with its Peter, wv might begin to hope that
all would soon know the gospel.

On the other hud theve are districts whete the gospel is
hat little known.  Oa the Cocanndu fichl there is quite a work
twenty miles went of Coennadu, and kouth of the canal, which
runs directly from Dowlaishweram to Cocanada; this is
cailed the Cacanadn canal,  So far wg T can find out, scarcely
uny evangelistic work is heing done in the villagesalong this

-eannl. Mr, Timpany used to make evangelistic tours, and
no doubt he preached sometimes in those villages, but at
present no one visits then s fm as 1 know, .

In the same way, ] think we iny wsafely say, that only a
small part of the Tani field has been evangelized ; 1 do not
mean thoroughly enltivated ; I mean that only a small dis-
trict has hud the gospel prenched so often in it that the peo-
ple are acquumnted with the message.  Bro, Currie's efforts

‘were increasing, but it takes a long time to make the message .

known.

Then the town of Cocanndic by itself is 1 ticld well worthy
of a man's best cfforts.  The population is said to number
30,000 If you conld preach to a hundred every day, it
wonld take you six monthx, at Teast, to reach those old
cuough to understand you.

Fhen yon must remember that the missionury has many
little things to distract his attention from the work of preach-
ing, cither at the station or in the villages.  Buildings must
be crected, and ax & rule the missionary has the honor of

e



