
A QUIBTION OF FRACTICE.

A QUESTION OP PRA.0T101.

Lt ie a general principle of Masoni
law that an unaffiuiated Mason cax
aieither rejoiu hie former lodge nez
any other, unless he je able te eh«~
a olear record, and that he hadl hon-
*orably closed hie former affiliation,
We say general, because it seeme tc
le iu the cc zrect spirit of the frater-
nity; but there are exol>pt-ons, one ol
which receutly came tu our notice.

It wlI bé remembered that our
Statutee alhow a lodge, by adepting a
by-law to that effeet, te provide a
penalty for non-payment of dues,
"1which penalty shial be unaffiliation."
Now, it happened Lhat a member of
a lodge in New York was diseiplined
ini the way and mnanner "«hereinbefore
provided," and after a time removed,
pernianently to another jurisdiction,
where he affiliated. When the lodge
nt this end of the line heard cf the
faot, it made a vigorous attempt to
apply our local lawe, and dernanded
reparation. The juriediction at the
-other end ealmly rEsplied, ,You have
dealaredl thiti brother unaffiliated,' and
when lie removed hie resideuce to
another place your juriediction over
hlm ceased. If lie owes yen any-
thing, you have a riglit to colleot it;
but we, finding him worthy, have
exercised, our riglit by making him, a
member of our lodge."

This transaction illustrates in an
ercinent degree the fallaey of the
general supposition that our lawe
apply in other places beyond the
State of New York. 0f course, a
brother disciplined in a lodge in thie
State could net joinu any other lu this

juieiction until he badl cleared the
old score; but when lie passed, the
border of our State lines, hie admis-
sion or refusaI must depend on other
conditions than our local regcilations,
ana it wll be well for ne when we
corne te, underetand that our laws
bave no general acceptation, the ex-
oeptione-which only prove the mile
-- being lu States where laws sinilar
te, our own prevail.

It in, however, none the iees a faot
that muci of our legielatioxi and many

3 of our regulatione depend upon the
Ssupposed fact that the same ruies

prevail everywhere, and tlhat ln enact-
ing any special regulatien we are
keeping within the limes everywhere
regarded as setting the boundaries no
one can pass with inxpunity.

It je net improper te say that in
our judgment mont of these coiplica-
tions have arleen frein the nmodern

*tendency te overmucli legisiation and
to the prevaillng opinion that the law
and the ritual are exactly the saine
all over the world, which in flot the
faet by a considerable majerity. The

*generation now coming upon the
stage and which for nome years je te,
control the destinies of Masonry lu
thie country, will dIo well te examine
these questione and prepare itself te
hold as faet as poseible te the old
mooringe, lest they imperceptibly get
8o far away from the ancient ideas
that an old Mason coming back frein
beyond the "1glimpees cf the inoon,"
would fail te recognize the home of
hie early love amourg the brethren.

The question here briefly ceneid-
ered has a lot cf variants, among
which may be mentioned that consent
te receive the petition cf Et rejectedl
candidate eau only be given to an-
other ledge by a unanimous vote.
New York, fortunately, le on the riglit
aide cf this question, because only
requiring a majoritv, and this, we
take it, that lu the exp.erien\e, cf the
brelliren it ita generally, or at lest lu
a majority of cases, fond. that the
rejection le due te nome persenal.
reason apart frein the geverning prin-
ciples of the fratemnity, and that suai
feeling should net be ailowed a wider
range than ie te be found lu one
lodge, or, lu other words, that shlow-
ing one mian te follow anether with
is vindictivenese around the world
is neither juet uer Masonie. Plesse
censider.
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