
334 2?e Present Po8ition of L]iglish Freemasonry.

In 1766 the number had again risen, namely. to 357, or an addition
of 100 lodges in six years. lu the first year ofthis century, the number
returned by Grand Lodge amounts to 581, or an increase of 224 lodges
in thirty-four years.

This, thougli a considerable increase, no doubr, is not very striking
in itself, and we night fairly have expected a larger increase, did we
niot reinember, that for the greater portion of the above period, t!-o
"Achol Masons," as they were called, had a Grand Lodge of their own,
and their lodges are net ineluded in this enumeration ; while the old
York Grand Lodge was also still in existence, though it had at the
close of the last century practically succunbed to the proponderating
influence of its more prosperous southern rival.

In 1815, the first record after the Union gives the number of lodges
on the roll of the Grand Lodge as 655, and this njumber seems only on
the whole slowly te have inereasôd until the year 1843, in which year
our Order lost its lamented Grand Master, I1. R. I. the Duke of Susscx,
when the roll of lodges had risen to 721. Thus during the earlici portion
of this century, and the space of nearly thirty years, the increase of
lodgces had been oniy 66.

At the installation of Lord Zetland in 1844, the lodges holding war-
rants from our Grand Lodge and acknowledging its suprenie anthority,
-were 133 in number, while at Uhe close of the year 1870, when lie
resigned the high post lie bcd so long and so admirably flrd, on Eng-
lish lodges had risen in number to 1,344.

This is an increase of 623 lodges in twenty-six years, or an annual
increase of twenty-four lodges in round numbers. As we know at the
closo of 1871, our Annual Calender exhibited the naines of i,372 lodges,
and at the close of 1872 the number lad still further risen te 1,417,
there secms moreover te bc little doubt but that our Order is still on
the increase, and that succeeding years will witness the addition of fre- h
names and fresh nunbers te our Mrsoiie Calender.

These figures though simple enough in themselves, are ftll of very
interesting consideration for all English Freemasons. In the first
place, they clearly mark the steady, continuous, and, let us hope, per-
mianent progress of our Order ; and they also show us this, how under
good government and vise regulations the Craft has flourished in a
most remarkable degree. We should not bo doing -justie te out own
feelings, or te those we know of many English Freemasons, if wo did
not take the opportunity of reiterating the opinion we have befbre
publicly expressed, how mch eour Order in this country owes te the
wise goveriment and benignant "regime" of Lord Zetland. Thorgh lie
vas more than once attaeked, and very unjustly, during his Grand

Mastership of twenty-six eventful years, ho ever followed that wisest of
all Courscs, lie took no notice whatever of the idle cavil or the fiivolous
complaint, least of all did he ever condescend to answer the anonynous
comment or the personal imputation. lis government was unfailinglv
marked by strict and constitutional adlerence to the great Masonic
principles of order and law, of impartiality and fairness, of consistent
tirmnesq while yet of con siderate toleration. le might fairly at the
close of his Grand Mastershiip, say, as an older Grand Master of ours
said " Si monumentum quoeris circumspice ;" if you wish te learn what
my rule has been, you have only to view the Order ncarly doubled
numerically during my presidency, and displaying in numberless ways,
and on every occasion, unmistakable proofs not only of its unfaltering-


