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C'oucluded.
The Knights of the Temple were introduced into Seotland

before 115:1, hy King David I.. wlho established them iii a Temple on
the South Esk, not far froni Edinburgh ; and being mnuch attaeled to
themu, did then many favors and granted them niany privileges.
Malcoli, bis grandson, made them grts ofîmoney, and this foundation
vas still fur'tler cnlarged by his successors, William the Lion, and

Alexander Il. The charter of tlic latter is still in the possession of
Lord Torphiehen. The general privile2cs granted wcre very extensive.
The Teniplars were freed fi·omî all tithes to the Church, and their
prelates were entitled to celebrate mass, and to ab.'solve fron sins to the
saine extent as the B3ishops-a privilege not particularly liked by the
Bishops. Their liouses were also sanctuaries flor crimiials. These,
with other privileges, rendered tlhem, in a manner, independent; but
they regarded tlienselves as subjects of the countries to which they
belonged. Thuîs we find then rangeid agaiust cach other at thel Battle
of Falkir-k, in 1208, where, the autlior of the "AninalsofScotland " tells
us, the only persons of note wlo perished, were Brian le Jay, of the
English Templars, who was slaiin by Sir William Wallaec's ownu hand,
and thie Prior of Torhichen, of Scotlnid, on ihe other side.

Little is known of the fartier hiistory of thel Knights Templar in
Scotlanid, fron hie finie of Alexander Il. to to the bcginning of the
fourteenti century, except that thelir privileges aind inunnities
were contiiued to thiem, by the varionus kings, and we find that
their possessions had in(reased until they had ten wealt y establish-
ments, or lricories, in different slires ot Scotland. The late of the
spoliation of fle Knights of Scotlaiid corresponds to that of thme perse-
cution of the Order in France, England, and elsewhere, but, to the
credit of bigoted Scotia he it recorded. no account can be obtained of
any member iaving been subjected to personal indignity or suffering.
Tlcir estates, lowever, appear to have lcen transterred to the possession
of their rivals, tlie Knights of St. John, into which Order, like their
brethren in England, it is not improbable that a number of the Temp-
lars enitered.

In November, 1309, John De Soleuire, the papal legate, and William,
Bishop of St. Andrew, held an inquisitorial court at the Abbey of
Holyrood, Io investigate fli charges against fle Templars, but Walter
de Clifton, Grand Preceptor of the Order in North Britain, and William
de Middleton, were the only two Kniglts who appeared before the tri-
bunal, fiom the procecedings of which, as recorded at length in Wilkins'
Consilia, naking no aPusion to any punishment having been inflicted,
we may fairly conclucie they were set at liberty. The Preceptor, in
his examination, readily cofessed that the rest of bretlren had fled and
dispersed themselves, on account of the scandalous accusations against
the Order. There is little doubt of the place of their refuge. Robert
Bruce was at that time a fugitive, and they ranged thenselves under
his standard, until the issue of the Battle of Bannockburn, in 1314, in
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