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The paramntut imglportance of agricultur
as a protiucer of national wealth, its capabil
ity of renderting a people indglepîendent o
others for the incanis of life and enjoyii.ent
have always entitled it to take the first rani
in a uat ion's estination. Ani, aIltliughi i
has not always secured this estimation, w
shall find, if we examine varefully the re
cords, boUt (if sacred and profanie history
that the pOlicyv whirl has sanctioned titi
neglect, has caused tlc ruin of the best in
terests of ite country.

But althougli this truth bas been open t
the CVes of the world for ages, It ls an ex
traordmnarv evidence of the pîerlersitv n
huinan mielligence, that it is Only witiiin
coiparatively speaking, a few years tlat iIas been perceved, or at least acknowledg
cd, so as tn be acted upot in England. Th
clTect, lnwever, of this kîuon ledge has been
so nigical, yet sot palpably cudent; t
imiroveneit and extension of agriculture
as a practirce. has becn so rapidl, and its es.
tiiation, as a science, a0 great, that it vould
be a labour worthy of the ablest pen to trace
thiat progress, because it is a labour tha
would be fully appreciated by every imur

nlind. omCntiseod, aowever, as suc an
i.quiry shauld bc, o! a listory of ina cond-
tion, priuciples, practice, and statistcs, and
tiat too, il, a country where ai endless va.
riety, seasons and clinate combine to umake
exceptions to every principle, lu varv every
practice, and to iystify every calculation, it
would seetim ta be a work wich, if not above
the ower of an individuai, wouîîld require
cvery assistance that titie aUd talent could
secure him.. To attemUpt, then, h.d we the
abîlily requisite. ta give suîch a history, of
even one bratci of 1te subiîject, il a pîiper
like the present, and atht too, in Ile fevda ys
which circuinst:unces, over wihicl I have 'o
control, (I ai nlow writîiîg at exactly nile
nionth fron the day, yet more than four
thousand miles fromi the place of pubiera-
tion), I am able to "ive to lts consideratioa,
vould be absurd. e».ct, althouigh the coin.

prehensive nature of this subject prevents
any attempt at suci a view of it, it is atteistd
cd with onie advaniage, iLq liig Importance
will gve, evcin to fins cursory n rtance ,
which it would nfot otherwiny posscs.-
'That this irterest wîll not bcentirey wastcd
I have the prcsunptionà to hope. Inforta-
tion is tlie corner stone of intrrest and fna-
inquiring min!s cati be led t ic view of
uy subject in its past and present li"sis,

wivthout uakng soumse lesson for the future.
In entering upon the first part of onr sub.

ject, tie progress of Engislh agriculture, the
tourse that suîggests itself to us is to dwide
it into thiose imarkcd epocls ef transition, or
tlanîge, lîwhicli are discoverable ins hie pro.
1ress of everv thing con>nected with, or ii-iluenced by iuman natre ; andt la ook ai
the spirit pervading the practîce ait each pe-
hiod. Taking, liowever, a general view of
Uie subject, ve observe but une pertd ci
"arked transition ; a change fron a state nf
things ndter which agriculture aiinuislied
for iuindreds of years without makm;; any
advance to one, imder which, i :tver

nonthils il. lias inade wonlerful progress and
improveiiient. This is the great ilienoimena
tiat presents itseli ta us iii tracmng the pro-
gress of Englhsha agriculture; ai intdeed
that a science which was iccessardy prac-

ticed and extendled w ith the iicrease o! pi
pulation, sioldt remluain coimparatively speal
ing, stat ioinary ; at ast, tlat it ihoutild 11

s surpassed ly every other art or sicience, il
s ail approiaclies to permanent principle ; an

that, afier a torpid e.xistence of io.re th:ii
1,600 years, il shouli start at once iota the
vigolur of youth ; develope, in tie course o
a generation, the energies that centuries

e lia failed to elicit, is onie of no msean order.
lin order, therefore, ta illustrate this pro

f igress, it will Le necessary for uts to looh
first, at the practice of agriculture previotis

k to the transition; ait the influences tenuding
t to produce a chiange ; a third, the result o
e these influences, as developed in the prac.
- tice up tu the present time.

, f the practice of agri,,ulture in Eiînîland
s hefore the Roian invasion, ve fin1d littl
- niention male by historians. We are toid

by Cmsar that it had made shghtxl progress
io he cotnties of Soimerset, IHants, anud

- nil ; that they grew corn, manured the
fad, a l nhuinance of cattile; wvhle
,iii -est of lle prnple led a more savage

ii, livimîg ipon the gaine of the forest ande
tic npolitanîeous productions of the earth.-

e Aer the c':quest of Bream, a change took
e place. h iti"ersoet-er the Roman conquers,

lie inhaUts," says seneca, (Consolat. ail
, 1rivatiani, c. 6); and whiere lie hiiillited,

-istory assures us le alvays carried the
lingiiage. tie naners, the arts aid the
vires of Roie. Africa, Spain, Gaul, and
Pannonia, are, as is attested by Apileiuîs,- strabn, and Patcreulus, evidences of hei
rinenrn %Vi niec Il the nattons of the empire

inseusîbly incite(] away îîîîc lthe Romani
nîîîe an peoipe."Ai Britain, if wv nay

helieve Tacitts, vas not an exception.-
Tl'us, le tells us that Agricola, l to wean
iin from their savage customs, enticed

tlism %vit illeasure, and enconragel then to
biitl leuiliiles," &c. Also, that I to esta-
Lljrh a s vriem of eduîcation, and to gire the
t ns (f the leading imien a knotwlecge of let-
lors, %vas a puart o i u pnlic%,"I and t a. livtltese and otiter meau, tii îh ey Who l. ia
ways disdaiei the Roan '-c la
to cultivate its beauties. The Roman ap.
parel nlas scen wiahout prejudice, ani l]te
toga becane a fashonr.ab le part c.f dress.-
ily degrees the charms of vire gainied ad-
mission ol their hearts; haths, porticae,
and elegant banquets grew into vogue, nii
the new mianners, which in fart seeiied only
ta swectei slaverv, vere, by te utnsuspect-
Mg Britons, called the arts of pohlslel liu-
niauity." With the cither arts of Roamiie, it
is but fair, tlierefore, ta presume that lier
coloists introduc-ei and practiced hier agri-
culture. liieed, it muist la'e leen both
introduced and encouragedl, for ve have it
fromt the Eiperor Juhtan himself, (Oral. a<Z
S. P. Q. Aîtheniensui, p. 280), liat ie ai
one time freigitei a fleet of 600 vessels
vnîh corn exacted from hie lBrtons. " Ant

if," says Gibbon, (ch. 19, Dechne anti Fail
of Rninan Enp;re), ,tri e.tnputae those res-
sels ai nly 70 tos arch. they ?rrre raNCae Cf,
expor:ing 120,000 quarters, anl the cntnry
rehicr cold ibear this munst have caineil tin
improrcd stace if argriculturre."

Froni these facts tihen, it vill be vident
thait if we vould look at the Condition of
Eniglisli agrnculture during ihe first file
centurtes, we mîust turin te) that o! Romue -
nd!eed, aur reason tells us that, practicei

by Romans tiemselves for mare than 400
years, it must have appreviinated to thait of
die iother country, alnostî as inucli as cli-
nate and other differences bctvcen the two
couitries would allow. But althougi ve
have sin records illiustrative of the subject,
it is impossible for the fact to be otherwise;
for at the period when Rome sent lier colon-
ists to Britaii, agriculture was, and conti.

.j iîcd for ages afterwards, to be icthe 1ost
-i htonîouralîe and esteened of ail professions.
e lier ighest characters, ainongst whoni iL

wdil suilice to mîention Cincinnatus andl Cti-
d rus Dentatus, emriployed tieumîselves ins the
Spursmiit ; andl Cato limself tells us that

e uhet they wnould praise a deserviiig niiti
f lie was called a fariner and a gool hiusbîaidi.

itai>.' But inot only hiad it attaiiled tlîus
estimation as a profession, but lad male fin
liean advance as a practice. Iidustry anil
UIservation alid removed the errors of aici-
s ct customit, andu Cato, Varro, Cicero, Vîrgl,
Columelh, and Pliny haid employed ileir

f pens im proinulgaitmg ils priciples. Thus,
we are told iliat they cultivated wheat, bar.
ley, Dats, beans, lens, flax, Iupines, kidney,
belans, tares, turnips, &c. ; also, the vies,
oblîves, &c. Gibbon ton, tells (DeciIC aind
Fall, c.2), that "the use of artificial grasses
becate faniliar to the fariner both of Italy

*and the provinces ; lait tît thIe assured]
oî f waleso auii d plentilul fooî for

thie cattle during the winter, niultipiliedî the
rinier of flocks and herds, which, il their
tuîrn, contributed to the fertility of the sod."
'l'hc, in fact, tiey had] partly approxînnated
la tthat tvstem whicl has enableil the far-
ier of tie present day, by alternate vhite
and grecen crops, to double the value et lits
produce and to increase the fertiliy ' his

Of nanurcs, thcy uîsed those a àimal and
vegetable ones %% hiclh arc at the rresent day
eiploy ed. Liine, marl, and varîaus comi-
posta tere in use. Of the value, too, of
liquidi miafnre, andl of the injury done Ioll
dunîg- heap by iing ton long expOsed tothe
action of te atmhe oshere, they were consci-
ous, and dug pits in, viicli ta store it, in
ordler to prevent the double vaste. In tlIn,
tliey matie a sliglit approach to the Flein.
ins of the preseit age, uthose careful man.-
agenient of their farm-yard manure, anid tho
liqLid froni it, is vorthv of our imitation.-
A still further knowledge of the value of
inainire is displayed by the Ranans mii their
lbirning the stublible, collectinîg asihes, and
even sowinig green crops for hie purpose of
ploighing ins. (Varro. 1. c. C).

They ..lso used top-dressings of lnt ma-
nlnres, suich as pigo is dnig powdered,
which was put in vih the hoe. In the prac4
,îcal operatiolns of agriculture, wlîen we
take into account tie simple mecianismi
ticy employed, they were by no means con-
teniptible. This, Pliny tells us that they
werc particularly carefil ir loughin-, en-
dcavouring to have perfectly st raight and
even furrows. They plougied the land thrco
limes over, always before sowim; sone.
times takîng a furrow nine inches dcep, ani
somietliies only three. On leavy soil, nine
ploghings were f-,ceitly given. They
nIçade a fallow every other ycar. Irdeed it
would alipear that Uh atdvatage arising to
Vgelatîon, fron the soil being well putlver-
zed, vas vell knnwn ; for Cata leimg ask.

cil, " What is goodd tlage 1" ansvers, " Ta
plouîglI." Wlat fi the next 7" "To
plough. TI.e third to ianure. The me-
mainder is to sow pIentifiully, to choose ilie
seed carefilly, ani to eradicate as many
weeds as possible.

For thtis purpnor, the hne was uised liber.
a.ly. Crope, whien 1on luxuriant were, as
now. drpeuitrei for a time. The secud vas
sowni lin the riIge, as vell as broadcast fur-
rnw a practice inw termed "ribbing," and
which, with ai elicient .ystem of ploughmg,
if nlot superior, is cqual to the drill systenm.

Anong the permanent improvcniente,
draining was esteened andù praclicetd in
sone decree, if we mîuay judge by the men-
tion maco by the Litin vriters, of lte gooi
effects derived from it, and ly the particular
directions given as to their construction~


