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From the Transacthony of the New York Agrlculturel | ticod and extended with the increase of pu. [nued for ages afterwards, to be the most

Bocicty.

Excrisut Acuicurrunr—A GLANCE AT ITS
Prosrrss axp Prosrrers — By Jouxs
s xxam, Nurty Duitonron, Wernensy,
Yonrksuing, Excraxo.

—

The paramount importance of agrienlture
as a producer of national wealth, its capabil.
ity of rendering a people independent of
others for the means of life and enjoyment,
have always entitled it to take the first rank
in a nanon’s esumation.  And, although it
has not always secured this estimation, we
shall find, if we examine carcfully the re-
cords, both of sacred and profane history,
that the policy which has sanctioned tlis
neglect, has caused the ruin of the best in-
terests of the country.

But although this truth has been open to
the eves of the world for ages, it 1s an ex.
traordmary evidence of the perversity of
human wtelhigence, that it is only within,
comparatvely speaking, a few years that it
has been perceived, or at Jeast acknowledg.
ed, soas to be acted upon in England. ‘The
cffect, however, of this kuow ledge has been
80 magical, yet so palpably et wlent; the
improvemnent and extension of agriculture,
as a practice, has been so rapid, and its es-
timation, as a seience, so great, that it would
be a labour worthy of the ablest pen to trace
that progress, because it is a labour that
would be fully appreciated by every mquar-
ing mind. Composed, however, as such an
inquiry should be, of a history of s condi-
tion, principles, practice, and statisties, and
that too, in a country where an endless va-
riety, seasons and climate combine to make
exceptions to every principle, to vary every
practice, and to mystifly every calculation, it
wouldseem to be a work wiich, of not above
the power of an individual, would requure
every assistance that time and talent could
securc him.  'P'o attempt, then, had we the
ability requisite. to mve sucha history, of
tven one brauch of the subject, in a papor
like the present, and that too, in the few days
which circumstances, over wiuch I have o
control, (I am now wnting at exactly one
month from the day, yet nore than four
thousand miles from the place of publica-
tion), 1 am able to give to its consideration,
would be absurd.  Yet, although the com.
prehensive nature of this subject prevents
any attemptat such a view of &, it 1s attend.
ed with oue advamage, its high unportance
will give, even to tius cursory “wlance,”
which it would not otherwis¢ possess—
‘Fhat this interest will not be entirely wasted
I have the presumption 1o hope.  Informa-
tion is tho corner stone of interest, and fow
inquiring minds can be led to the view of
any subject in its past and present phass,
without making some lesson for the future.

In entering upon the first part of our sub.
Ject, the progress of English agriculture, the
course that sugaests itself to us 1s to divide
it into those marked epochs of transition, or
thange, which are discoverable in the pro-
frress of every thing connected with, or -
Huenced by human natare 3 and 10 jvok at
the spirt pervading the practice at cach pe-
fiod.  Taking, however, a general view of
the subjert, we observe hut one periud of
saarked transition ; a change from a state of
things under which agriculture Janswmshed
Tor hundreds of years without m:\k?ng any
advance to one, under which, m fewer
months; it has made wonderful prozress and
jinprovement.  T'lus 1s the great phenomena
that presents itselt to us in wracing the pro.
gress of Enghsh agriculture ; and indeed
that a science which was necessanly prac-

pulation, should remain comparatively speak-
g, stationary ; at least, that it should be
surpassed by every other art or saence, in
all approaches to permanent principle ; and
that, after a torpid existence of mure than
1,600 yeurs, it should start at once mto the
vigour of youth ; develope, in the course of
a gencration, the energies that centumes
hiad failed 10 elicit, is one of no mean order.
In order, therefore, to illustrate this pro.
gress, it will be neeessary for us to Jook,
first, at the practice of agriculture previous
to the transition; at the influences tending
to produce a change ; a third, the result of
these influences, as developed in the prac.
tice up to the present time.

Of the practice of agrivulture in England
hefore the Roman invasion, we find little
mention made by historians.  We are told
by Casar that it had made shyht progress
in_the countics of Sowmerset, Hants, and
Wilts ; that they grew corn, manured the
land, and had abundance of cattle; while
thrrestof the peaple Jed a more savage
life, living upon the game of the forest and
the spontaneous productions of the earth.~—
After the conquest of Britam, a change took
place.  “ Wheresoever the Roman conquers,
he inhabits,” says Seneca, (Consolat. ad
Helvatiam, c. 6); and where he inhaluted,
history assures us he always carried the
language, the manuners, the arts and the
vices of Rome. Africa, Spain, Gaul, and
Pannonia, are, as is attested by Apuleius,
Strabo, and Patcrculus, evidences of the
manner in wkich ¢ the nations of the empire
insensibly mclted away into the Roman
name and people.”  And Britain, of we may
helieve Tacitus, was not an exception.—
Thus, he tells us that Agricola, “1o wean
them from their savage customs, enticed
them with pleasure, and encouraged them to
build temples,” &e.  Also, that “to esta-
blish a system of education, and to give the
sons of the leading men a knowledge of let-
ters, was a part of his policy,” and that by
these and other means, “they who had al-
ways disdamed the Roman language, began
to culuvate its beautics. The Roman ap.
parel was scen without prejudice, and the
toga hecame a fasliorable part of dress—
By degrees the charms of vice gained ad-
mssion to therr hearts ; haths, porticoes,
and clegant banquets grew into vogue, and
the new manners, which in fact scemed only
1o sweeten slavery, were, by the uususpecte
g Bntons, called the arts” of pohished hu.
manity.”  With the other arts of Rome, it
is but fair, therefore, to presume that her
colomsts introdured and practiced her agri-
culture. Indeed, it mmst have heen both
wtroduced and encouraged, for we have it
from the Emperor Julian himsclf, (Drat. ad
8. P. Q. Atheniensum, 7. 280), vhat he at
one time freighted a fleet of 6H) vessels
with corn esacted from the Brtons. ¢ And
if,"” says Gibbon, (ch. 19, Decline and Fall
of Reman Finpire), e compute those ves-
sels at only 50 tons eack, they were capable of
exporiing 130,000 quarters, and the country
wchich could bear this snust have attnined an
improved state of agriculture.”

From these facts then, it will he evident
that if we would look 2t the condition of
Enghsh agnculture during the first five
centuries, we must torn to that of Rome —
Indeed, our reason tells us that, practiced
by Romans themselves for more than 400
years, it must have apprevimated to that of
the mother country, almost as mmuch as cli-
mate and sther differences between the two
conntrics would allow. But although we
have no records illustrative of the subjeet,
it is impossible for the fact 1o be otherwise;
for at the period when Rome sent her colon-
ists to Britain, agriculture was, and conti-

honourable and esteewmed of all professions.
Her Inghest characters, amnongst whom it
wall sutlice to mention Cincinnatus and Cu-
mus Dentatus, employed theselves in the
pursit 3 and Cato hiuself tells us that
“uwken they would pratse a deserving mang
he was ealled a farmer and a good hushand.
man.”  But not only had it attaired tlus
estimation as a profession, but had made no
wean advance as a practice.  Industry and
ubservation had removed the errors of aunci-
ent custom, and Cato, Varro, Cicero, Virgl,
Columelln, and Pliny had employed therr
pens in promulgating ats principles.  Thus,
we are told that they cultivated wheat, bar.
ley, oate, beans, peas, flax, lupines, kidney-
beans, tares, turmps, &c.; alzo, the vines,
olives, &e.  Gibhon too, tells (Declme and

“al), . 2), that “the use of artiticial grasses
became familiar to the farmers both of haly
amd the provinces; and that the assured
aupply of wholesoine and plentiful food for
the cattle during the winter, multiplied the
number of flocks and herds, which, m their
turn, contributed to the fertility of the sml.”
Thus, in fact, they had partly approximated
to that system which has enabled the far-
mer of the present day, by alternate white
and green crops, to duuble the value of lus
produce and to increase the fertdity: <f s
soil.

Of manures, they used those aimal and
vegetable ones which are at the peesentday
emplored. Line, marl, and various com-
posts were in use. Of the value, too, of
liquid manare, and of the injury done tothe
dung-heap by being too long exposed tothe
action of the atmwosphere, they were conscia
ous, and duyg pits in which to store it, in
nrder to prevent the double waste. Inthng,
they made a slight approach to the Flem.
ings of the present age, whose careful man-
agement of thewr farm-yard manure, aud the
liquid from it, is wortay of our nmitation.—
A still further knowledge of the value of
manure is displayed by the Romans in theiwr
burning the stubble, collecting ashes, and
even sowing green crops for the purpose of
plounghing in.  (Varro. 1. c. 3).

They »!so used top.dressings of hot ma-
nures, such as pigeons’ dung powdered,
which was putinwith the hoe. " Inthe pracs
tical operations of agriculture, when we
take iuto nccount the simple mechanism
they employed, tirey were by 1o means con-
temptible.  Thus, Pliny tells us that they
were particularly careful ir ploughing, en-
deavouning to have perfectly straight and
even furrows. They ploughed the Yand threo
times over, always hefore sowing; some-
times taking a furrow nine inches ﬁccp, and
someties only three.  On heavy soil, nine
ploughings were fe-quently given. They
wade a fallow every other year. Indeed it
would appear that the advautage arising to
vegetation, from the seil bewg well pulver-
ized, was well known ; for Cato being ask.
cd, ¢ What is gzood tillage 17 answers, “Ta

plongh”  «¢What is the next?’ «To
plough. The third to manure. The re-

wmamder i o sow plentifully, to choose the
sced carefully, and to cradicate as many
weeds as possible.”

For this purpnce, the hiae was used libers
ally. Crope, when teo luxuriant were, as
naw, depactured for a time.  The sced was
sown in the ridge, as well as broadeast fur-
row; a practice now termed  ribhing,'” and
whuch, with an eflicient system of ploughing,
if not superior, is equal to the drill systen.

Among the permancul improvements,
dramming was esteemed and practiced in
some degree, if we may judge by the men-
tion made by the Latm’ writers, of the good
cffects derived from it, and by the particular™

directions given ag to their construetion, ="



