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" How is this, Matilda," he asked :
" after haviii|b|nTelled thus fiur into Om'

heart of (his disturbed district would vou now leaTMpe ?"

*' iH$^r Montgomerie," she pursued, som^hat impatrently, " we are in thfi

presence of strangens, to whom this ducuasion must be uninteresting—Mj
mind is taJilv made up, and I avail myself of the British General's offer."

*' Oertainlv, certainljTi'' observed that oi&cer, soapwhat disconcerted bj th«

scene ; " and !• can do it the more readilpr, as it is my intention to send\an in-

gtant summons to the garrison of Detroit. Miss Montgomerie will, however,

do well to consider before she decides. If the summons be not obejwl, an-

other week will see our columns marching to the assault, and she must be

Srepared for all the horrors of such an ext'«mity, aided, as I am compelled to

e, (and he glanced at the group of Indims who were standing around, but
at some distance, looking suently yet eagerly at the prisoners,) oy these wild

and ungovernable wtrriors. Should she, on the contrary, decide on remain-

ing here with her uivle, she will be perfectly safe."

" General," empbatkally returned Miss Montgomerie, " were I oertun that

the, columns to which you allude would not be repulsed whenever they may
Tentnre upon that assault, and were I as certain of perishmg beneath the

tomahawk and scalping knife of these savaf^es"—and she looked fbarlesdy i>
wards them—" still would my determination remain the same."

As she concluded, a hectic spot rose to either cheek, lingered there a moment,
and then left it colorless as before.

" Be it so, Miss Montgomerie, my word is pledged and yon shall go—Gran-
tham, I had intended sending one ofmy personal staff with the summons, bnt|

on reflection, you shall be the b«irer. As the captor of the lady, to you shall

be awarded the charge of delivering her over to her friends."
" Friends 1" inroluntarily repeated the Americaq, her cheek becoming even

paler than before, and her lips compressed in a way to indicate some deep and
painAil emotion. Again she dropped her veil.

'

No other notice wa* taken oi the interruption than what the surprised

manner of Mi^Jor Montgomerie idanifested, and the General proceeded

;

"I would ask you. Major Montgomerie, to become my goest while you re-

main with us, but I fear that, as a bachelor, I have but indifferent accommodl^
lion to offer to your niece."

" If Miss Montgomerie will accept it," said Colonel D'Egville, interposini^

"I shall be most happv to afford her the accommodation of a home until she
Anally departs for tfie opposite shore. If the attention of a family of
daughters," he continued, more immediately addressing himself to the young
lady, >' can render your temporary sojourn among us less tedious, you have
but to command them."
So friendly an offer could not well be refused. Miss Montgomerie indined

her head in acquiescence, and Oolonel D'Egville drew her erm within his own.
"It were unkind," remarked the general, good-lmmoredly, "to separate

M^jor Montgomerie altogether from nis niece. Either the jroung lady must
partake of our rude fare, or we shaU consider ourselves mcluded in your
dinner party."

'* You could not confer on me a greater pleasure, General, and indeed I was
•bout to solicit it. Commodore Barclay, may I hope that so short and unoe-
remoniousan invitation will be excused by the circumstances? Good, I shall

expec( you. But there is yet another to bo included among our guests.
Gerald, you will not fail to conduct this gentleman, whose name I have not
vet had the pleasure ofhearing"—and he looked at the latter, as ifhe expected
nim to announce himself.

"1 fear, sir," observed the young officer, point-edly, " that your dinnerparty
would be little honored by such an addition. Although he wears the uniform
of an Anieiican officer, this person is wholly unworthy, of it and of a seat
ait your table."

Every eye was turned with an expression of deep astonishmert on th«
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