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oats for beer, and for their horses, of which they have great
numbers.® There is little land fit for tillage, being hemmed
in by hills, which are poor soil. This obliges them to sepa-
rate, and they already occupy two or three leagues of country.
Trade is free to all ; this gives the Indians all things
cheap, each of the Hollanders outbidding his neighbor, and
being satisfied provided he can gain some little profit.
"This settlement is not more than twenty leagues from

- the Agniehronons,t who can be reached by land or water,

as the river on which the Iroquois lie, falls into that

-which passes by the Dutch, but there are many low rapids,

and a fall of a short half league, where the canoe must be
carried.

There are many nations between the two Dutch settle-
ments, which are about thirty German leagues apart, that
is, about fifty or sixty French leagues. The Loups, ; whom
the Iroquois call Agotsagenens, are the nearest to Rense-
laerswick and Fort Orange. War breaking out some yéars
ago between the Iroquois and the Loups, the Dutch joined
the latter against the former ; but four men having been
taken and burnt, they made peace. Since then some na-
tions near the sea have killed some Hollanders of the most
distant settlement ; the Hollanders’killed one hundred and.
fifty Indians, men, women and children. They having then,
at. intervals, killed forty Hollanders, burnt many houses,
and committed ravages, estimated at the time that I was
there at 200,000 liv. (two hundred thousand livres,) they
raised troops in New England. Accordingly, in the be-
ginning of winter, the grass being trampled down and
some snow on the ground, they gave them chase with six
hundred men, keeping two hundred always on the move
and cgnstantly relieving one another ; so that the Indians,
shut Ap in a large island, and unable to flee easily, on ac-
count of their'women and children, were cut to pieces to
the number of sixteen hundred, including women and chil-

* The introduction of horses and of European fruits was much neglected by the
French in Canadsa, and even later than this date an apple was a rarity.

+ Mohawks. .

"3 These are the Mohegans, whom Champlsin, the first to know them, calls

them ¢ Mayganathicoise,” which means “Wolf tribe,” p. 178. Tbe Indian
name, Mohegan has been preserved in English, but the French, translating their
name, generally call them Loups, that is, Wolves, though Mahingan is not un-
frequent. Champlain puts them two days’ march from the Yrocois, and three
or four from the Dutch. ‘ .



