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THE GATES OF EDEN: A Story of Endea.vour»

By Axnie S. Swaw.

“The subject of Miss Swan’s Gates of Eden is one which demands and receives from ‘her hzmd—
o skilfal treatment. John Bethune rears his motherless boys in accordance with a preconceived
plan. The elder is to be a minister, the younger is to follow the plough. Circamstances seem to
favour his scheme ; for the futare minister has, it appea rs‘ ta%e in appearance, in
manners, and in abihty But the real truth is different. The depth of character aud the best
mental g1fts really belong to the Jatter. How the young man, conscious of his mer, yet stead-
‘fastly walks along the appomted path, till e is free to choose, and how, once he enters on
his own way and overcom dxﬂgcnlt:es, is very well told in these pages. ‘We have not often
seen a better portraiture than is that of the two brothers. Miss Swan is too skilful to make the
weaker of the two a mere foil to the stronger. He, too, with allhis fzults, has virtues of his own,
and the reader is glad to see them reaching their true development before the story is ﬁmshed.
The episode of the recovery of Willie Lorraine, a repentant prodigal, is full of pathos ; as is also
the love-story of Ma.ry Campbel]. The Gates of Eden is a worthy suocessor 1o the author’s
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