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PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE.
First Session of the Bixth Parliament.

FIFTH DAY.
MoXpaY, Jan. 26, 1891.
The speaker took the chair at 2 p.m.
LIBEL ACT.

On motion of Hon. Mr. Beaven, a bill
ating to libel in civil cises was read a

e second reading “on Monday

first time ;
Xt i
! TFE HESPERUS’ SEIZURE.

Mr. Corrony moved that a respectful
address be presented to ghe I_neu enant-
(iov: rnor, Tequesting copies pf all corres-
ponde..ce, Orders in-Council, or other
papers, that have passed between any de-
partment of the Guveyn_ment gmd any
(ther department or officials of it, or any
other persons. concerning the seizure of
S,;he schooner Hesperus, on ox about; Oct.

10, 1889, and the arrest’ of the owners
and the crew of the said vessel.

The hon. senior member for Vancouv r
cxplained that the Hesperus, with a crew
of four men and a cargo of general stores,
had sailed from Vancouver on a coasting
cruise. She was seized by the police of
Nanaimo on a-charge of selling liquor to
Indians. Three of the crew were
acquitted by the police. magistrate ;
one was fined upon Indian testimony.
This one conviction was appealed, asud
the decision of the police magistrate over-
ruled. The owners of the esperus hnd
Jost their all by the transaction, and. it
was something that should be euquired

to. 3

ulThe resolution was passed, without
discussion.
MILITIA AT WELLINGTON.

Mr. KerrH moved that a .respectful
address be presented to the Lieutenant
Governor, requesting copies of all orders
in council, currespondence, and papers
connected with the sending of a militia
furce to Wellington last summer, and of
their maintenance while there, 1t was,
he said, a well ki own fact that an armed
force had been sent to Wellington *last
summer, for a purpose unknown. .@#He
circumstance ‘required explanation, ‘aud
it was to secure this explanation that
the resolution was introauced.

The motion was put to.the House,. and
would have been carried without discus-
sion had not ;

Hox. Mz. BEAVEN claim¢d that an ex-
planation from the Government of this
whole matter was due at once.

Hox. Mz. RoBsoN explained that the
proper time for explandtion would be
when the correspondence referred to was
laid before the House.

The resolution was adopted.

A RETURN, ~ -

How. Mr. DaviE presented the return
asked for in reference to aﬁgomtylentg
made under the Provincial Reformatory
Act.

CACHE CREEE SCHOOL.

Mr. Semuw. snd MR. McKexNzie
moved, that a respectful address be pre-
sented to the Lieutenant-Governor re-
questing copies of all orders m coun-
cil and correspondence relating to the
closing of the Cache Creek boarding
school. Adupred.

MR. SPEAKER’S RULINGS.

Hown. Mr. SPEAKER announced that he
was now ready with his rulings on the
two questions, the corsideration of which
he had’asked time for. The rulings he
proceeded to read as follows :—

“The hon. member for Victoria City
(Hon. Mr. Beaven) on Friday in-
troduced the following resolution: That
the principle of eight hours constituting a
day should be adopted in carrying on
Provincial ‘public works. And that a
clause should be inserted in all contracts
for such to the effect that the hours mak-
ing up a day’s work of the workmewand
laborers to be employed nnder it shall
not be more than eight; and a penalty
for the violation of such provision by the
contractor should be included.

‘“The point of order as to the resoln-
sion was raised by me during the discus-
tion that ensued.. I based my objection
on the action of Mr. Speaker Mara in
1885, in ruling out of order a bill g:o-
viding for the regulation of day labor.
Mr. Speaker Mara ruled that the bill was
an interference with trade and commerce,
a class of leyislation that is reserved for
the Dominion legislature. Neither a
copy of the "bill, ner of the ruling has
been preserved, but I am informed that
the bill dealt with all classes of labor,
whether employed by the Government or
by private parties. Such being the case
1t was clearly out of order. '

My impression while, listening to the
debate on Friday was that the resolution
of the hon.* member for Victoria city
covered the same ground in effect, if not
in words, as the bill ruled outin 1885 ;
and that it was also an interference with
the prerogative of the crown, inasmuch
83 the instruction conveyed in the resolu-
tion, if accepted by the House, would in-
crease the cost of government and act
prejudically upon contractors for private
as well as public works.

But upon reflection I think that the
resolution if adopted would - not neces-
sarily increase the hnancial burden’ of
the country ; because while it
to reduce the -hours of labor on public
works to eight hours'a day, it does ‘mot
demand that the laborer shall be paid
for more than the time he has actually
been employed. For instance, if a labor-
¢ron Government works is paid at the
fate of twenty cents “per hour for -ten
hours’ work, there it nothing in the reso-
ution asking the Government to pay a
higher rate per hour for eight hours’
work. The number of laburers might be
Increased by the innovation, but the
amount paid mneed not be greater than
under the systemn now in force.

For the same reason private contraet-
ors would not be injuriously affected
through the eight-hour system on Gov-
€rnment works, and the resolution is not
an Interference with trade and commerce.
. Oa these grounds, contrary to my first
mpression, I rule that the resolution is
within the powers of the House.

The point of order taken by the hon.
member for Cowichan (Mr. Croft) is as to
the admisability of the resolution moved

Y the honorable member for Vic-
toria, (Hon. Mr. Beaven), * That
this House is of opinion that the com-
Mittee on Standing Orders and Private
ills, and the Committee  on Railways
;}hould_ see that all private bills. granting
ranchises or rights contain a section pro-

yiding against the employment of Chinese
on any work to be ‘undertaken-in pur-
suance of the bill.” g
Objection is taken that the resolution
asks the House t. felegate to a select
committce powers that reside exclusively
wi h the House. .  Our own rules of or-
der being silent on the point (as they
are, unfortunately, on many others of
equal importance), I have recourse te
‘*May.” Therein I find many instances
of special instruetion given to the private
bills committee with certain biils, but no
instahce of instructions genersl in their
character, that is that apply to all private
bills, beyond ‘those embraced 1n#the
standing orders.

The resolution before the House is not
mandatory in terms, but an expression of
opinion such as the resolution donveys is
always a command, aud if passed by the
House must be respected as  such by the
‘private bills committee.

An anti-Chinese clause which would
operate advantsgeously if inserted in
some bills  might prove ruinous to the
scheme if inserted in others. A hard
and fast rule, such as that offered by the
hon. member for Victoria, to apply to
private bills that have c mplied with
the ‘standing ‘orders, cannot, in my
.opinion, be left to the private bills com-
mittee to insert, but must be at the dis-
cretion of the House, as each bill comes
before it for legislution. I therefore rule
that the pant is well taken, and that the
resolution is no' in order.

The rulings were ordered to be ente
on the journals of the House. s

7 ENTER MR. NASON.

A telegram from the returning officer
at Barkerville was read, showing Mr.
Nason to h ve been elected to fill the seat
of the late Mr. Joseph Mason. ™

The House, in committee of the whole,
recommended that Mr. Nason be allowed

adopted, he was introduced to Ml“.
Speaker, and escorted to his seat by his
‘colleazues, Hon. Mr. Robson and Mr.
Rogers. 4

«

PRIVIEEGE.

Hox. MRr. TurNEgr, for the first time
in his life, rose to a question of privilege.
He complained of misstatements con-
tained in a letter entitled *‘‘ The Hon. .J.
H. Turner,” and signed J. N. Muir,
which appeared in' the Evening Times of
Saturday. Mr, Muir accused Tﬁm of at-
tacking him when he (Muair) had no chance
to reply. Thanfacb was that he (Mr.
Turner) had pot-opened his mouth, ex-
cept to vote for Mr. Beaven's amend-
ment. If all Mr. Muir's grievances were
as groundless ‘as this, they were not
wprthy of much considerativn.

Ho~. Mr. Davie had also to complain
of untrue s‘stements contained in the|
News-Advertiser of January 22nd. He
| was said to have defended the Premier’s
|'private character. This was untrue ; Mr.
Robson was quite competent to look afte
his own character. >

STANDING COMMITTEES.

On motion of Hon., Mr. Robson, the
standing committees on railways and on
mining  were fixed as previously an-
nounced. 7

CUNTAGIOUS DISEASES OF ANIMALS.

The House went/ into committeg, Mr.
Smith in the chairju the bill to pre-
vent contagious di .among aninuls.
The committes.-rode reporting progress ;
to-sit again on Monday next. v

| SUPREME COURT REFERBNCE ACT .
was read a third time and passed.
INJURIES TO WOREMEN.

'\ Hon. Mr. Davie, after explaining the
principles of the bill to secure compensa-
ti-n for workmen under certain circum-
stances; moved its second reading. ¥

The bill was read a second time and
committed, with Mr. Martin as chair-
man. The bill was reported complete
with amendments ; report to be con-
sidered on Tuesday. -

LIGHT HOURS A DAY, |

On the debate upori Mr. Beaven’s re-
solution being resumed, :

CoL. Baxkr contended that the enact-
ment of such a law as that proposed
would be detrimental to the interests of
the workman. The passage of such are-
solution as that offered “meant, practic-
ally, an increase of taxation, of which the
laboring men would have to pay their
part. If the Government paid the sime
for eight hours’ work 'as for ten, they
would not receive the same v. for the
money, and up the taxes d have to
go. From Governmeant work ~the prin-
ciple would spread to private interests,
and the effect at the presens time would.
be most disastrous to the interests of the
province. A reduction of the hours of
labor would, to be successful, have to be
an- international 'arrangement,  If this
resolution was passed it would be introduc-
ing the thin edge of the rdag’”f socialism
The adjustment of -the differences be-
tween labor and capital wouald have to be
solved soon, but the solution, teo, would
bave to be something for all nations to
deal with.. For one to attempt the work
of reducing the hours of labor would
prove disastrous to that nation’s com-
merce. He should certainly vote against
the resolution. : :

-Hox. ME. BeaVEN spoke at length in

rt of the original motion, and
Crorr replied, denying the con-
clusions drawn by the er of the Op-
position in regard to theé success of the
eight-hour system in Australia, and also
denying that more work could be done in
eight than in ten hours.

Mg. Havry spoke briefly in favor of the
reference of the question to a select
committee for iuvestigation. He be-
lieved that this was the proper course to
pursue, although the eight hours a day
cry was a populdr fad. -

Mg. ForsTer endorsed the original
motion, and reviewed his' reasons for so
doing.

Mz. Boora thought ten. hours was a
fair day’s work, and supported Mr. Hall's
amendment.

Me. KeirH said that nine hours a day
was the recognized standard in England
and Scotland. Public sentiment, the
people, had led in this line in'the past;
but there was no reason why the Legisla-
ture of British Columbia should not lead
in the present‘case. ;

MR. GRANT considered eight hours a
fair day’s work. It had been fixed, as the
standard for government work in”the
District of Columbia, by tBe United
States of America. = The principle that
eight hours was sufficient of 8 man’s time

'

to take his seat, and, this report being |-

for’him to devite to” mindual | 14b0F, | Was
the real question to consider.

The debate was adjourned, on motion
of Hon. Mr. Davie.

The House rose at 5:46 p m.

7 NOTICES OF MOTION..

committee, to consist of Semlin, Brown,
Smith, Cotton and the mover, to take
into consideration all ‘matters referring
to the Kootenay reclamation . reserve
scheme, with power to ask for papers
and all other evidence that may be deem-
ed expedient, and report to the House.

By Mz. Seurin—To move for copies
of instructivons sent to the  commissioners
appwinted to c.rry out vote 192 b of last
session, ‘together with all correspondence
in relation to the question.

QUESTION.

" Mgr. SwirH, to, ask the Provincial
Secretary—** Is it ‘the intention of the
Government during the present session
to intr.duce a bill to extenid the boundary
of Yale district for all governmental
purposes, 80 as t> include that portion of
Lillvoet district which is now, according
to ‘the Constitation' “Amendment Act,
1890, included in Yale district, for elee-
tion' purposes. :

SIXTH DAY.
Turspay, Jan, 27, 189L

The Speaker took the chair at 2
o'elock, %y

7

NEW BILIS.

Dr. MicNE introduced a bill to amend
the Sunday Observances Act. Second
reading Monday. 1 :

Hox. Mg, DaviE introduced a bill to
make certain provisions respecting muni-
cipalities ; also bills to further amend the
Land Registry Act ; to amend the Jurors’
Act, and to further amend the Supreme
Court Act. >

. VANCOUVER JUDICIAL DISTRICT.

Mzs. HorNE moved, seconded by
Mgz. Corron, ‘that it is expedient
to make the City of Vancouver and
a portion of the New Westminser D s-
trict into a new Judicial District, to be
known as ** Vancouver Judicial District,”
with head-quarters at the city of Van-
couver. Said newjdistrict to be bounded
as follows :-’Cumn{encing at Point Grey ;

herce in a south-easterly direction fol-
lowing the coast line to the North Arm
of the Fraser River; thence ‘along the
north shore of the North Arm to the
south-east corner of lot 331, group 1, New
Wesiminster District ; thence due north
to. the north-west. corner of lot 69,
group 1; thence due east to the north-
east ' cormer of ¥t 8, group 1;
thence due south-to the southwest corner
of lot: b, group 1 ; thence due east to the
northeast coruer of lot 113, group 1;
thence, due south, to the southwest corner
of lot 170, group 1 ; thence southeasterly
along the southern boundary of lot 170,
group 1, to the Coquitlam river ; thynee
across raid river along its eastern bank to
its junction with the ¥raser river ; thence
northeasterly following the right hand
bank of the Fraser'river to the mouth of
Pitt river ; thence following the western
bank of Pitt river and lake to. the ex-
treme. northern  point of Pitt luke;

ern boundary of New Westminster dis-
trict ; thence westorly along the forthern
boundary of the said district to the shore
‘of Desolation' Sound ; thence following
the western boundary of the district to
the place of commencement.” b
While the resolution was being read a
number  of maps showing the district
were distributed. = The moyer explamed
the advantages of and the necessity
for 'making - the proposed ' judicial
district, with all necessary facilities,
Vancouver being ' the only city in
the province which was not a judicial dis-
trict, -all the legal business of Vancou-
ver had to be transacted at New We t-
minster, a circumstance which was pro-
ductive of great expense, delay ‘and
truubwel;. h"l‘he Vancouver pl:'eu. he g‘oted,
viewed the proposition with great favor,
Vanuclouver being - the largest and most
ous
growing at that.  He  complained of the
ease with which debtors could: get out‘of
the way of their creditors because of the
difficulty in - securing ' capi against

piases 4
them. He trusted that the members of!

the House: would see their way to.pass
the resolution, and, later on, he ‘hoped
the Government would bring in & bill
to. constitute the judicial district asked
for. ;

ment whichhe said he did with the con-
sent of the mover., His amendment did
not in any way interfere with the prin-
ciple. The effect of his amendment was
to exclude from the proposed judic al
district the isettlements of Port Moody,
New Westminster junction and Pitt
River,..whose inhabitan's believed it

included; there being no existing road
which could bring them - as close to Vaao-
couver ‘a8 to New Westminster. He
should be glad had it been possible for
the new judicial district to be made lar-
ger, but it was Impossible to contend
against natural conditions. Spriit
Me, Horxe said he would, with the
consent of the seconder of the motion,
agree with the amendment. -
. Hon, DaviE would not discuss the
respective merits of ‘the resolution and
amendment. . But' he was not so sure
that, if the resolution were ‘the
object desired would be obtained, as the
matter rested eatirely with the Dominion
Government. ° The object was to have
another Supreme Court judge established
in the district of Westmmster, with his
residence’ at Vancouver. ' Before 1879
there were no judicial districts. The
Supreme Court bench consisted of three
judges, whose number had been increased
since 1871,/ when the bench consisted of
the chief justice only. The judges of
the County Courts were, ab that
time, .of unprofessional men. On this
account there was considerable; dissatis-
faction and a movement made to place
only professional men on the berich. . 1u
1879, the Judicial Act of this. Pruvince
divided the province into the Victoria
district, which comprised about the whole
of Vancouver Island, together with the
Queen Charlotte Islands. There were by it
also constituted the distriets ot New
Westminster, Clinton and Cariboo, the
parts of the = proviuce not . be-
mg iucluded in ° these districts
being ; directed . to - transact _ their
busiuess at Victoria. At the time of the
passing of the Act the three

A Supreme
Court judges resided at Victoria ang took

bt _«ﬁ_,;.,\ww«mJ A A e

By Mr. Kellie—To move for a select }

was
was

thence on a line due north to the north- |

city of the Mainland—and:

Mge. BrROWN rose o move an amend- |

would be inconvenient for them to be.

pltiodiotl tenita. ) Aflie Uip ‘painpddd of

‘the bill-in- 1879, the- Government - ap-

pointed two additional Supreme Court
Judges—McCreight and Robertson, the
latter, on’ hig death, being succeeded by
Jystice  Walkem.  Nominally, Justice
Gray was appointed to Westminster,
Justice < McCreight to Cariboo, and
Robertson, subsequently Walkem, to
Kamloops. Judge Gray took the posi-
tion that he accepted the judgeship with-
out limit' as to residence. The m-tter
was brought before the Supreme Court,
which affirmed that the bill could not
limit the residence of judges appointed
under the old Act. So the matter con-
tinued, until an arrangement was effected
by Sir Alexander Campbell who relieved
Judge McCreight from living in Cariboo,
and he had since resided in New West-
minster. Justice Walkem’s residence was
at Kamloops, but haviug more todo inVie-
toria than in his district he was compelled
to locate here nearest to his work. The
other three judges resided here. The
New Westminster district had therefore
only one resident judge, and very pro-
perly complained. He would not say
that the resolution would have the effect:
desired, as. the decision lay with the
Dominion government. To show how
little provincial legislation was con-
sidered binding, there need only be in-
stanced the cases of Judges Gray and
McCreight. The former’s position was
never combatted, and as to Cariboo, the
local law was a  dead letter. He was,
afraid that all would simply come down
to a matter of arrangement with the

inion government. He thought that
more would be effected by:a resolation in

favor of a strong report to the Dominion

government. as to ‘the residence . of
another judge in the District of New
Westminster. 1t was only a few days
ago that the Government received a com-
munication on the subject, saying that
correspondence was going. on,-but it was
impossible to say what would be done.
He could assure the House that the
governments, both of the Dominion
and of the’Province wére not blind to the
necessities of the case. There was a
great amount of judicial work at Van-
couver, New Westminster and the out-
lying districts, but not as much as on
Vaucouver Island and in Victoria. It,
howevVer, amounted to about 75 per cent.
of it.. There was, he;must say, more ne-
cessity for & new judge in New Westmin-
ster than for four in Victoria. = That,
however, was a question for the Dominion
todeal ‘with.  If it were'.thought that
the passage 'of the resolution would do
any good the Government would-hot op-
pose it. The resolution would have no
opposition from the Government. Each
member of it would vote as as he pleased
individually. . - Personally, he agreed
fully with the principle of another judge.
ON. ME. RoBsoN hoped the resolu-
tion would pass in i's amended form.
The members were: possibly aware that
there was a great necessity. for the
commodation askad - for. Vancouver
owing very, fast, and it
grue natural - and right that
it should ask for accommendations of this
kind. ; He hoped the resolution would
80 as to strengthen the hands' of the
lovernment, in the matter. < A large com-
mﬁﬁy like the one b;n question was en-
titled to a judge, it being a great griev-
ance that its people should be compelled
to send to New "Westminster to bave
their judicial businessattended to,and that
their defaulting debtors should be allow-
ed such facilities Tor leaving’ the ‘country
befere a process could issue against them.
As far as possible, judicial fac lities
should be extended to that important
section of country. He thought the pre-
sent an opportune time to approach the
Dominion - Government on ‘tge, subject,
backed as the claim would be by a resolu-
tion of the House. - - :
Mz. Corron said it was not necessary
for him to say anything in support of the
resolution which, he trusted, would be
ccarried as amended. :
Hon. M. BeAvEN said that, last
session, and previously, this matter had
been brought.up and he was disappointed
that the Attorney-General had not been
able to say that he had, since then, laid
the matter before the Dominion  Govern-
ment. . He favored the adoption of the
resolution, suggesting that a notice of
‘motioin be given for the production of all

%aoperq and correspovdence had with the|

minion Government on.the subject.

The resolution as amended by Mr.
Brown was then adopted.

Hox. Mz. Davie’s Bill to secure com-

tion for permanent injuries suffered

g; workmen in certain cases was reported
as amended, read a third _time and
passed. f 5

’ THE EIGHT-HOURS' QUESTION.
i On the resumption of the adjourned
debate on Mr. Beaven’s motin relative
to gight hours & day’s labor on Govern-
ment work: i ;

' HoN. M. Davik remarked that there
‘was a great deal more information to be
obtained on this subject,and he therefore
favored the .meoﬁn‘nn of the member
for Cassiar t. refer the subject to a com-
mittee to report. . He spoke of the mat-
ter being in, as yet, & Very unsettled and
unsatisfactory condition. = There ‘were a
namber of questions which he should like
to put  to the leader of the Opposi ion,
were the subject referred to a committee,
Among: them was, whether. or not the
leader of the Opposition. when in' office
had reduced the hours of labor of the
clego and increased those of the working
wen employed by Government by as
much a8 three hours. Theére was other
interesting evidence which the member
might probably be able to give.
" 'HoN. ‘Mr. BeAVEN said he could not
answer that question from memory. If he
had done, as alleged, years ago, that was
no-reason why he should de so now.

Hox, MR. Davik continued, that the
best thing they could do would be for
the leader of the Opposition to withdraw
his motion, and let there be a fair and
full inquiry into the subject. On an im-
portant motion like this, there ought not.
to be a divided vote. ‘'He wished to have
the subject approached from the point of
view of the public interest. He was
not hostile to the workingmen, but
he would not commit himself to what he
knew nothing about.

Mr. Hunter said he had carefully
listened to the speech of the leader of the
Opposition, and found : that he had failed
to fortify himself with facts as he usually
dii. He contended that ‘it was impos-
sible fo cram ten ‘hoars’ work into eight

‘hours without ‘violating every law of

nature. It was not really a question of

‘cramming’ ten/ hours’ labor into eight
hours ; but it was to improwe the condi-.
tivns of the workingman generally, which,
with an increase of wages, wete the only
things that would benefit him. ~ As for
the leader of the Opposition, from his
‘experience of him, were ‘he - obliged
to earn i living by manual
labor he certainly should give him a very
wide berth. He referréd to the conten-
tion of the member for Nanaimo that
every benefit which ' had been gsined by
the workingmen had been by legislation.
The member for Nanaimo had said that’
‘Mr. Bradlaugh and Mr. Gladstone were
giving the eight hours question the mest
serious censideration, but it was ndt long
since Mr. Gladstone had, fin a discussion
with ‘Mr. Hyndman, vig.rously opposed
eight hour legislation. Some time ago.

over & million' and a-half members, an
attempt had been made in Eagland to
censure Mr. Broadhurst for his opposition
to the eight hours 8ystem, but that gen-
tlemar had been sustgined by 460 votes
to 96.  The mem for New Westmin-
ster had said that members on the other
side of the,House were governing them-
selves by - questions of expediency,
while edtgode ronl .hiTsh nide _zere
vern principle. is he emphat-
g\lly demeyd. He, however, distunctly
believed that. eight hours was sufficient
for any man to work, but he did not be-
lieve his condition - could be improved by
legislation. - Would it befair to a m ne:
who worked below the ground under un-
favorable conditions to force him to work
the same numbar of hours as those who
worked above ground ? This showed the
value of the nostrums of those who de-
sired to legislate in favor of an eight-
hour system. . It would be unjust to labor
whmp in this way, for the working-
man a perfect right to regulate his
own affairs.  He should vote in favor of
the motion of the member for Cassiar,
and hoped that the result would be to se-
cure a valuable amount of information.
‘Mz. Sworp was in favor of the prin:
ciple of eight hours, but he did not think
it right that the Government should be
bound to - restrict the - hours of laber in
public works, since men working on
Government Toads were. not: workeg
harder than, if as hard as, others. He
should vote against that part of the “pro-
posal, as it was well known that few men
on Government works made” more than
forty-eight hours per week. / :
MR. ANDERsON had ¢ome to the con-
clusion that, in the interest of the work-
ingmian, it was not {)roper that the resolu-
tion should pass. In the mine, or in the
factory, eight hours were sufficient, but
with outside ‘and farmers’ work - it was’
different, and he should vote against ‘the
resolution. s
Hoxw. J. H. TurNER' regarded this as
one of the most interesting debates he
had ever heard in this Ho He
agreed with the member for Comox.
The members of this  House were,
however, in favor of reduced hours
of labor - and of increased re-
muneration. ~In Australia, the eight
hours system was applied to some
descriptions of labor, but not to all.  In
the United S ates very great attentiou
 had been paid to.this matter, 8o as to get
all the information possible. 8o it was
here, it should” be ascertained whether
the eight hours labor system was likely
to benetit or injure the workingman.
He read an éxtract from t’s to
show that the principal effect on labor of
the eight hours system would eventually
be to throw the loss upon the workingmen
themselves. He also cited numerdus.
authorities to show that the time could
not be made up which would be lost-by
the substitution of eight hours for ten
houms. If a man worked honestly for ten
hours it would ' be impossible for him to
do in eight hours what he was able to do
i ten. The present fight on the labor,
question reminded him of a’ fight that
went on jn London, over thirty-five years
ago, in which he was in

hours, but it/was one of fourteen and fif-
teen. ' The employes, of whom he was
one, worked hard and steadily, "and,. in-
stead of obtaining legislation, they in-
duced the employers to join then, and
obtained what they asked for and secured
in addition the Saturday half-holiday. He
was convinced that, had they applied for
legislation, they would have' failed. It
was impossible to-have a hard and ifast
law which weuld be applied to all ?nea
of labor.

Dr. MILNE said that ten hours’ work
a day, contrasted with eight h urs, re-
duced the workman physically. He cited
the experience of the District of Colum-

| bia, U. 8., and said 'that everythiug ap-

peared to favor the eight hours system.

Hox. Mz. Roesox rematked upon the
pecul ar interest of this debate. He pro-
tested against the idea that it was only
the ition - side of the House who
tavo; the reduction of the hours of
labor. Indeed, he held thatthe mostcogent
arguments in favor of a reduction of the
‘hours of labor had come from : the, Minis-
terial side. While, however, the greatest
minds of the age were hesitating as to the
manner in which to deal with this diffi-
‘cult matter, the leader of the Opposition
came in with his ill dige-ted rvsolution to
settle it allat once. He endorsed the
remarks .of the member f r Comox, and
was proogedinlg)oto discuss the principle of

ight hours’ labor wheu,

ON. ] BEAVEN raised the point
that the . resolution . d:d not affirm the
principle as a law, but was only a recom-
mendation that eight hours should be the
limit of Governmeut works.

Hox. Mz. Rosson claimed that the
debate had been & general one and went
on to say that though the resolution
really applied to Government works, it
was only the thin end of the wedge for
the introduction of legislation on the
"geperal subject.  Moreover, were this

be unjust to other peaple who would be
comp -lled to fall in with it. It was all
nopsense to pretend that the laboring
men would putin as much work and
energy in eight hours as in ten, but even
were it possible, the economic- question
arose, would he doso? 8o far as the
Government were concerned the question
was not one with, which they had to deal.
As a Government they were bound to
carry out the wishes of the people. ~Bat
the matter was not sufficiently before the
public,” nor . had their opinions been
sufficiently ~  expr to  ‘enable
the administration to act in the matter.
He yielded to .no ome in his desire
to see Dbetter  relations between

= 4 .

in‘a Trades Union congress, representing | been

hen | T
it was not a question ‘of eight and ten [IDS

the rule for Government works, it would | req

oapita‘l'/ and, labor. There was a lack |
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of . balance . between  them,  as. the
member for Comox had pointed out, the
fact being that laborers were entitled toa
larger share of the p}oducu of labor and
capital less  than” at present. Were
it not for what he knew of the leader of
the Opposition, he should be inclined to
think that his resolution was a mere
piece of buncombe,  When the le.der of
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the Opposition came into power the
irours of the printers in- the Government
office were from 10 to 4, and he, by Act
of Parliament, fixed them at from 8 to 6,
while he made the hours of the clerks
and deputies in' the comfortable offices |*
from 9 to’5 only. - Was' he acting in the
true interosts of the workingman when
he kept . the printers  from 8 ‘o 6, and
only kept the clerks from 9 to 5 Had he
acting in the interest of the working-
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manhewould ratherhavereduced thehours
of the printers who worked under by no
means the most healthful conditions.
The next question at issue was how ghall
we place the relations of capital and
labor on a satisfactory basis ? Was it
not, he asked, humiliating to witness
‘what had taken place—an -important re-
solution such as bad been submitted and
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80 ably discussed—with its. mover con-
fessing that he did not know what legisla-
tion had taken place on the' matter, :In
fact he had come in with his' imind all a
blank, and yet had asked members who
were in the dark to pass a . resolution
which might complicate business and
other relatjons that, at a time like the
present, should be left perfectly free,
‘The resolution was altogetheér ill-consid-
ered, and, moreover, was calsulated % to
injure the interests of ‘the workingmen.
He was inclined to believe that the
majority of the House favored * the
reduction of the hours of labor to nine
hours, but the question was how to apply
the principle to all avocatiens? For
some classes nine hours might be too
short, and for qthers* too long. ‘- He re-
garded the proposal as'a step ' in the dark
—a rash and ill-considered step.. He
thought the House would do well to vote
down the amendment to the agendment,
to vote down the amendment, and to vote
down the original resolution also.

The members having been called in the.
House divided, the amendment to the
amendment being rejected by a vote of
24 to 7, the following beingthe division:

Ayes 7 — Grant, McKenzie, Cotton,
Milne, Beaven, Forster, Keith:

Nays 24 —Semlin, ' Sword, Kitchen,
Kellie, Horne, Smith, Brown, nger,
Robson, Davie, Vernon, Eberts, ’in
dart, Booth, Hall,  Nason, Pooley, Tur-
ner, Martin, Croft, Hunter, Rogers, An-
deison, Fletcher. ~

Mr. Hall’s amendment being put to
tvote was adopted on the follewing divi- |-
sion :

Ayes 22—Grant, McKenzie, Kit;shen,
Cotton; Milne, Beaven, Horne, Smith,
Forster, Keith, Baker, Davie, Stdddart,,
Booth, Hall, Nason, Turner, Martin,
Hunter, Rogers, Anderson, Fletcher.

Nays 9 — Semlin, Sword; Kellie;
Brown, Robson, Vernon, Eberts, Pooley,
Croft. ; .
~ The following is the committee to
whom the subject was referred, in com-
pliance wli‘th the ptﬁ):lill’ipxés of l:he Ba;:nd-
ment : . Messrs. ; Smith, en,
Forster and Booth. ¥

Hox. MR. TURNER presented a return |
showing 'the sums of money received
under the Election Regulation Amend-
ment Act, and setting forth ' that at the
last election eight' candidates had for-
feited their deposits,

PRIVATE BILL LEGISLATION.

Hox. Mz. RossoN announcel that,
so far, not a single petition had bean pre-
sented asking for a private bill, and stat-
ing that the House would not drag out
its sessi ‘n to suit agplicants. He stated,

with reference to the inuguration of the
New Westminster Southern railway,
that a telegram from the sec-
n received, inform-
ing to bad weather,
and an ‘accident the work had been de-
layed and the contractor had, therefore,
been unable to complete it as expected.
The House, therefore, would meet as'
usual on Friday next. ;
the meeting of assizes the next Friday, he
unable to be present, both of them being
engaged in the principal trial. ;
he House adjourned at b o’clock.
. 'NOTICES OF MOTION.

‘ByMr. MarTIN—Tomovefora returnof
the correspondenceand telegrams between
the Attorney-General and J. Lehman,
J. P., of Ashcroft, relafive to the prose-
cution and discharge of J. Carey, for al-
leged embezzlement. |

By Mr. Eserrs—To introduce a bill
to amend the B. C. University Act, 1890.

S e Rl
COMBINE  OF  ALASKA CANNERS.

They Form an Octopus to Cpntrel Fiskermen
and Wages. ~

San Frawcisco, Jan. 26.—With a view
to. control competition for labor between
the cannery companies which put up
salmon at Karluck, Kodiac Island, and |
other peints in this vicinity, the follow-

coming season for securing tishermen and
other laborers : Karlok Packing Com-
pany ; Royal Packing Company; Aleu-
tian Islands Fishing and ing Com-
paay ; Hume’s Packing Company ; Aretic’
Packing Company ; Alaska Improvement
Company, and the Russian-American’
Company. Fishermen and other em-
ployes will be paid monthly wages and a
fixed sum for every thousand fish caught.
It is contemplated to divide the fish
caught among the canneries that are in
the compact at such times as they may
uire. The number of fish to be de-
livered to each cannery will form the
subject for a future arrangement. Itis
also understood that the' concerns will
combine against excessive rates’ de-
mandéd by Chinese for their services.
i i &

IN CHAMBERS.

(Before Mr. Justice Walkem.) !
Lowenthal, Livingston & Co. v. R. Ward
& Co.—Application for one 'week’s further
time for defence. =~ Order made. Bodwell &
Irving for plaintiffs, Mr. Pooley for defend-:
ants, 4

Jessop et. al. v. DeCosmos — Adjourned
from 26th ipst. Reply within one week or
action to be dismissed ; costs to be defend-
ant’s costs in any event,

floN. Mg. Davie stated that owipg to 1
and anothermember of the Housewould be {*
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ing concerns have agreed to contribute to| Lea
the general fund to be used during the|
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