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Unity Vital
s 0F CONNAUGHT ON THE
EMPIRE.

§k OF THE CONFERENCE.

ke of Connaught presided a®
per given at the Hotel Victoria,
fumberland Avenue, last mnight
% Royal Colonial Imstitute to the
s Ministers of the Overseas Do-
ws and the Representatives of
attending the Imperial Confer-
and the delegates to the Eoon‘b
0 N Three Prime Minis-
were prmen‘*\Xr Warren (New-
dsnd), Mr. McKenzie King (Can-
b ind Mr. Massey (New Zealand)
was general regret at the ab-
gof General Smuts, whose place
faken by Mr. H. Burton (Minister
hance, Union of South Africa).
e receint of the followipg wire-
message from Mr, Brua Prem-
f Australia, who was o3 his way
lizland, was announced:—
feretary, Royal Colonial Institu-
lond Please ask chairman it
r to-night to convey to the reé-
et of the Home Govern-
fand the Governments of the sis-
Dominions and the distinguished
puy my greetings and regrets
bility to accept with them
ght your well known hospitality.
felay in my arrival for the mo-
us gathering you celebrate is
lo Australia’s disadvantage . of
tdistance from the Empire's cen-
but separations by the length of
vorld cannot weaken ties which
lia in loyalty to the Brit-
aind thefr fellowship with
peoples in the Empira's
interests and. responsib-
ch the institute does so much

e of Copnaught, proposing
st “United Empire,” said:—The
i is a most comprehensive one,
ficludes countriés’In almost every
i of the world. Nothing resem«
£ our Empire has gvery existed
e, It represents the union of
t Commonwealth, united together
tie bond of-sympathy and affec-
to the Mother Country, and of
Won to one Sovereign, who stands
de stability of our free Monarchy.
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With thig teast I couple the names of
the Prime Ministers of Canada, Aus-
tralia, New Zealand, #nd-South Af-
rica. Most warmly do I  welcome
them in our midst in the name of all
present. (cheers). They have travel-
led long distances to attend the im-
portant conference of the Empire that
opened yesterday. It is for them, by
their knowledge of and devotion to
their great Dominions, t6 promote
the commpn good of the Empire. Tts
upity is vitdl, not only to the British
Empire itself, but even more 8o to a
distracted Europe. Only the force of
Unity within ourselves can oppose
the forces of disintegration, now alas,
so prominent. I venture to think that
thé resources of the Empire, if pro-
perly developed, can keep us indepen-
dent of outsiders. The problems of
various portions 6f the Empire must
naturally differ, but we conﬂdentlyy
expect that the joint aXorts of all our
statesmen will ~provide: a solution
leading to the  greater- happiness of
its people and the assured strength
of the whole.

17 No teferends fo our Empire would

be complete without recalling to our
memory the glorious efforts made by
;all during the Great War, Engfand
never ¢an and never will forget the
great services that were rendersd by
every portion of the Empire to sup-
port the Mother Country at the hour
of her greatest meed.. We now sil of
us want peace, and nothing t6 my
mind can do more to promote this
crying necessity than the unity of the
Empire. May God’s blessings attend
the work of this Conference, on \which
80. much depends, and may we be able
to look back with pleasure and grat-
itude to the results of its labors. I
couple with this -toast the names of
Mr. Mackenzie King, the Prime Min-
ister of the Dominien of Canada,
whom we most éordially weélecome on
his first visit -here as Prime Minister
of that gréat Dominion; of Mr. Btruce,
Prime Minister of the Cémmonwealth
of Australia, who also is with usfor
the first time in his present high pos-
ition; Mr. Massey, thé veteran Prime
Misister of the Dominion of New Zea-
land, whose splendid loyalty to the
Empire/is wéll known to us all; and
of General Smuts, Prime Minister of
the Unlou of m A‘ﬂc‘, tmlh we:

i
3 Bemty
! necessarily make for unity.

)| mentioned that only a few weeks ago,
‘while crossing the Pacific, at Raro- | &
|.tonga, where the vessel stopped for a

e of the other selt—gonm-
and ‘India—of Anstra-

oundland, a.nd the Irish Free
lQ- That took: him to the question
‘t was meant by a united Emp!re,

fout, and how it was to be maintain-
d. He would leave to others to de-
iefﬂn ‘What had been affected by dis-
bv trado. by wars’ and con<

5,'and by numbers. - Those might

“for expansion; they " did “ not
Geog-
phy and arithmetic were concern:
ed with material things. Unity of the
mind -and of the heart. (Cheers.)’ It}
was the unity and the hearf of Brit-
ain ‘which had made the Empire what
{2t was to-day. The mind and heart |,
of. Bﬂuln had been cartied to the out«
l;lu Dominions by the multitude of
men and women who had left the om
1and for the new, and had carried with
them the rémembrance of bygone
struggles and achievements,’ and the
unrealized ambition of thelr fathers,
and the hope of a wider freedom still
to be obtained. It had not been agree-
‘ments, or charters, or treaties, or
Constitutions, that had made for the
unity of the Empire. It had been the
vigion of the mind and the dream of
the heart. (Cheers.) The Dominion
Prime Ministers came hére in a spirit
of co-operatfon and good will to
carry on the misSion of the British
Empire, which had been at all times
to further the peace of the world, as
well as the good of all those of its
privileged members. (Cheers.) Mr.
King paid tribute to the services ren-
defed to the Empire hy the Duke af
Connaught, who, he said, as Gover-
nor-General of . Canada, was “the|
model of a eonstitutional ruler.” -

British Sea Power.

Mr. Massey, Prime Minister of New
Zealand, referring to the Imperial
Conference, said it was quite certain
‘that there was plenty of work to do,
and work which should result in
benefit to the countries of the Empire
and their citizens. But just at present
it was Impossible to prediet how much
of that work would be done. The Em-
pire emerged at the end of - the war
stronger and more highly -enthroned
in the hearts of its citizens than ever
before, and he felt, after coming in |
contact with glmost every part of the
Empire, that 1t could stand any test
which could be applied. It was their |
essential duty to preserve it safe, and
to maintain a suficient naval défende
to ensure communications between
the different parts of the world Em-
pire. The Empire was built up on sea
power, and could not be held together
without it. Wheén British citizens ask-
ed that the Navy should be maintain-
ed at adequate stremgth, it was'for.
defence, and oceértainly not for offence,
As a matter of fact, at a time  like
this, with wars threatening and ru-
mours of war in various parts of the
world, the strongest factor for peace
which we had to-day was Britain’s
Navy. (Chéers.)

He was quite willing- g entourage
every organization that made for
peace, but we could not sallow our-
selves. to be led into any false sense
of security which might some day end
in disaster. Without adequate ses
‘power the Empire could not last.
Theéré weré somé people who thought
the world could -get-on as well withe
out the British Empire as with it. He
‘Was not one-of them. He belisved that,
it tnythht happened to-break up the |
Empife, world chaos would ensus.

Speaking of the native races, he

 tew hours, he was- requested by the'
Chiefs of the native races to convey a
-mesgage. of affection  and - fervent

that unity had been bmxht;
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, but he | enst, and west to the Imperial Mecca
boeu a ‘1o confer a3 to the future of the Em~
yurl piré to which th.y were all proud to
holong.
The toast was rer‘c‘vrd with musi-

| 1oyaity to the King. During the course.
. tionalists, Who, he :

of the voyage, also, he received By
: mxuah-amung., 88, tionalls
-yireless a message from the DOPUIA™ | e thing clenrer m another. 0 were still coqueting with the idea.of |

‘native, requesting him to convey to

faction  with British rule. He was
convinesd that the British Hmpire

tion of Samoa,’ both Buropean and | i "Saonte b was that mos R’ummon matiu British Common- | f

the . difficulties - mmud
the tmmn thelr Toyalty and satis- in.the. 'mw

' wmn people had a »Mll ‘.th& Emp

only be suc- | they

cal honotrs,
- The 'Duke of' Connaught, in
' acknowledgment, said that as one
who had had the good fortune to
serve in many gam of t& Emipire he
ot elt that the outlook was bright; the
- putlook was the one bright

re | thing at presemt. With the strong des

termination they. zm to - nne ‘the




