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“ﬂ HOW THEY SURVIVED,

LONDON, March 23.
artillery preparations of the
in the drive against the
jines which is now in pro-
i described by those who took
in it as the most violent they
!nmdm-ed, according to the Daily
g correspondent. on the British
¢ The thing ‘that. stands out as
Mteristic of the fighting up to
resent, Says the correspondent,
s that we did so well under the ter-
ifie impact. Upon one COrps front
e Vas & UI every 15 yards. The
of the mortars which the;‘
gemy prought up in such great num-
.gent over such ar overwhelming
yelght of iron and high explosives
fhat in most parts of the front wire
pegsed to be a0 obstacle and trench-
o were obliterated. At the same
time all of our pattery positicns were
drenched with gas, but their gas
shelis failed to veach all of our bat-
feries, nor  did they succeed any-
siere in breaking down our wire.
it one point where the Germans
fund our wire. unbroken they set 1o
yok with scissors until they had!
mie 8 Way through, an incident re-
gitseent of the methods of fighting
jenlcated by Frederick the Great.

gun fire.

BITTLEFRONT DEFENCE ON-
BROKEN.
LONDON, March 23.
The statement of the British War |
fice that the troops of St.
Quentin are falling back to prepared
psitions, indicated that the Germans,
ilthough they have broken through
fie British defensive system, have not
pierced the entire British zone of de-
knse, The allusions in the British
atement of the defensive system may
e only to the battlefront system, be-
hind which other lines have been pre-
pared. 1f that is the case, the Ger-
mans have done little more than re-
eat what the British did in the battle
of the Somme when they pierced the
Higdenburg line and captured long
twetehes of it forcing the Germans
19 retreat to prepared positions in
the rear,

west

L

BRITISH PRESENT , SOLID FZZONT.
British Army HeadquarterZ, France
a h 23 —The British galiantly fight-
g are still presenting a solid front
0 the fiercely attacking Germans, al-

troops have
bdrawn their lines in certain pla-
8 for strategic reasons. All day

yesterday and much of last night the
bonlict continued to rage with in-
ing violence as fresh German

#sions were hurled into the fray

in an éttempt to smash through the
British defences.

HEAVY FIGHTING CONTINUES,

LONDON, March 23,

The battle is continuing with the
greatest intensity on the whole front
on the Scarpe River. Field Marshal
Haig’s report to-night announces that
gouth and west of St. Quentin our
troops have taken up new positions
and are heavily engaged with the ene-
my. During the night strong hostile
attacks in the neighborhood of Jassy,
south of St. Quentin, were repulsed
with great loss to the enemy. On the
northern portion of the battle front
'the enemy’s attacks have been pressed
with the utmost determination and
regardless of losses. Our troops have
maintained their positions on the
greater part of this front after a
fierce and prolonged struggle. Great
gallantry has been shown by the
troops engaged in the fighting in this
area, and south thereof, and the tenth
and nineteenth divisions distinguished
themselves by the valour of their de-
fence. In on> sector alone six hostile
attacks in two of which German cav-

Qalry took part, were beaten off by one

of our infantry brigades. The enemy’s
attacks continue with grcat viouence.

10.00 A. M.

BERLIN, via London, Mar. 23.

The official statement from General
Headquarters this evening says: The
first stage of the great battle in
France has ended and we have won
the engagements near Monchy, Cam-
brai, St. Quentin and Lafere. A con-
siderable part of the English army is
beaten. We are fighting approximate-
ly on a line northeast of Bapaume,
Peronne and Ham.

ALL ENGLAND CONFIDENT.

LONDON, To-Day.

The guns in France are distinctly
heard in London to-night, and in par-
ticularly in high places there ig a
continuous throbbing, and many per-
sons have gone to the housetops to
listen. The Germans continue to use
a tremendous number of gas shells.
It would cause no surprise if the Ger-
man _fleet attempted to assist the
army. An attack on the British coast
is not improbable. British civilians
are grimly silent but they are united,
and after many months of internal
conflict they appreciate that they
have reached the final stage of the
mighty conflict, The British will hold
firm.

CONGRATULATES TROOPS.

LONDON, To-Day.
In a telegram dated the 21st, sent
the general officers commanding the
Third and Fifth British Armies, the
Field Marshal, Commander-in-Chief,

Second and T

hird Lines Not Yet Engaged
Berlin’s Claims are Premature. The
Khaki First Line Still Holds
the Enemy Tight.

s

sends his . congratulations to' the
defence to-day. He relies upon their
continued steadfastness and valor to
crush this new attack, and with it,
the enemy’s last hope of success.

MORE BERLINESE.

BERLIN (Official), To-Day.

Paris is being bombarded by long
distance guns. The British in their
retirement are burning French towns
and villages, and between the Somme
and the Oise the Germans are still
going forward. Huge quantities of
booty have been taken by the QGer-
mans and in addition the town of
Chauny has been captured.

BRITISH HEADQUARTERS’
JPORT,

British Army Headquarters in
France (By Associated Press), To-
Day.—The British and French, who
Lco-operate at the junction of the two
armies were viewing the trend of the
German offensive with optimistic
eyes this morning. Hard fighting was
in progress, but the latest reports
showed little or no change in the situ-
ation since yesterday, while on the
other hand the British had pushed
the attacking forces back after a big
struggle, and were holding strongly
along the whole new front to which
they had withdrawn.  Fighting of a
most desperate character has been
continuous since the initial attack,
but so far the British have used no

RE-

front. These shock troops have been
making as gallant a defence as ever
was recorded in the annals of the
British Army, and as a result have
enabled the main body to fall back
deliberately and without confusien,
and to occupy positions prepared long
before the German offensive began.
The Germans on the other hand are
operating under the eyes of the Em-
peror and Crown Prince and have
been following up abandoned posi-
tions, getting farther and farther
awayfrom their supplies and render-
ing communication difficult. More
| than forty German divisions have been
iidentiﬁcd, and many of those simply
i had two days’ iron rations and were
sent over the top into a frightful
maelstrom made by artillery, machine
guns and rifles. The slaughter of the
enemy infantry, as it advanced in
close formation over the open, has
been appalling. British losses have
been within boumds. It is expected
that due to the tactics of some com-
manders we have lost a considerable
number -of men in prisoners, and a
certain number of guns, but very few
pieces of artillery have been taken
by the Germans. Since the first day,
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troops of your army on the splendid |

other troops than those holding the|

| s

lin fact, the whole retreat has been

executed in a masterly fashion, show-
ing how thoroughly the British plan-
ned for: every event which has oc-
curred. It is permitted to say now,
what some knew for a long time, that
the British never tried to hold the
forward position in this region, as a
German attack in force was expected,
and there is every reason to believe
that harder fighting than hag yet tak-
en place will develop shortly, as the
Germans, in the British view, cannot
now hesitate in carrying on their at-
tack, and it is a case of break through
or admit defeat. In this circumstance
it is of interest to note a statement
made yesterday by a German officer,
a prisoner, who declared that the
German offensive was an act of des-
peration, brought on from the fact
that the Fatherland must have peace.
However, the British take such asser-
tions at their face value and are pro-
ceeding accordingly. The hardest of
the fighting yesterday occurred east
of Peronne and in Bois de Genlis. The
most important phase of the battle
occurred in the latter neighbourhood,
as during the morning the Germans
had pushed southward to Ham and
had succeeded in getting a foothold
at some points of the defence to which
{the British had fallen back. Here
the British organized a counter at-
tack and hurled themselves against
the Germans with such severity that
the enemy was forced to give way and
the situation was restored. This was
one of the few counter attacks made
by the British. Last night was fairly
quiet along the front, but this morn-
ing the British again surged forward
against the Germans to the southeast
of Ham, while the enemy continued
his assaults in the neighbourhood of
Moory, southwest of Croigelles.

EMERGENCY MANOEUVRES MAY
BE USED,
LONDON, To-Day.

The German offensive reports of
last night represent the battle posi-
(tion in France as undoubtedly grave,
and the newspapers recognize this,
but do not attempt to appraise the
gituation or to prophesy the course
of events. They consider this the
critical hour of the war. The Ger-
man seizure of Chauny may compel
the withdrawal of the French troops
in order to preserve their contact and
alignment with  the British. Much
rests with the use by the British Army
of the manoeuvres inaugurated at the
Versailles Conference, which is to be
used as an emergency. The Daily
Mail says that Field Marshal Haig’s
report that the Germans
through west of St. Quentin, uges the
term broke through in a generally ac-
cepted military sense. It is serious,
but time alone can show the correct
interpretation.

REDQUBT HOLD GERMAN AD-

ANCE.

LONDON, To-Day.

The Daily Mail correspondent at
the fraomt, telling of the battle now in
progress along a considerable part of
the front, says there were a number
of redoubts about a mile apart, each
being held by 100 men, somewhat on
the principle of blockhouses in South
Africa, with formidable belts of barb-
ed wire around them, and a strong
armament of machine guns and trench
mortars, and provisioned for two
days. All of them did valuable work
in delaying the German waves of ad-
vance. They were surrounded and
subjected to terrible fire, but all held
on during the first day of fighting.
Until late in the afternoon the Ger-
mans suffered from machine gun fire.
Their mode of attack crogsing “No
Man’s Land” consigted of a first wave
of two companies, marching almost
shoulder to shoulder, with light ma-
chine guns; 100 yards behind came
two more companies olosgly followed
by a number of machine guns, and
next, after an interyal of two or three
hundred yards, came light trench
mortars -and the battalion staff; again
there was a space of 200 yards, and
then, across prepared exits from their
trenches, field artillery drove out in-
to the open in columps, forming inte
line of battle as soon a8 possible,

HAS IT ALL. PLANNED.

AMSTERDAM, To-day.

The military correspondent of the
Vossiche Zeitung, Berlin, commenting
on the German offgnsive, says, whe-
ther the enemy is given time to con-
golidate his ‘rear positions, before a
fresh blow is struck at the same spot,
need not be discussed, as maybe Von
Hindenburg will drive a. wedge fur-
ther into the enemy front, bhut it is
just probable that the next blow

K {Will be delivered on another front.

Heavy artillery battle around Verdun,
fighting in Lorraine, at Ch-miﬁ des
Dames and Champagne, may all be
recurspors of frésh blows. OQOur ob-

t is not t6 win ground or towns
ut the destruction of enemy forces,
and his means for the c uation
of the war. From this point of ﬂex

eral Foch's army Treserve w f

our fingl battle aims. -

GERMAN ATTACK HELD.
LONDON, To-day.
Commenting on the great

Daly Graohic sy - el
S i S

broke |

{certain points of the line an attack-

ing force which outnumbers the de-
t‘enders. The  Graphic concludes,
‘but_providing the breaking of the
I!ne involves no panic, but only a re-
tirement to previously prepared posi-
tions, our loss is reparable,

AN ANXIOUS WEEK.

LONDON, To-day.

The British people have experienced
no period of anxiety comparable with
this week, since the days of the re-
treat from Mons, August, ‘1914, when
the fate of the small British army was
undecided. There was perfect spring
weather to-day and all the streets
and parks were crowded, but solemn-
ity and gravity prevailed every-
where, which even strangers must
have noticed. Men, women and even
children were reading papers and
special editions which were printed
during the afternoon. Official reports
were bought as fast as the papers
could supply them. Churches were
filled and the day was one of anx-
ious waiting. The British people
hadn’t expected any marked retiring
by the British army although they
had been warned that this would be
a national development of the great
battle, hence bulletins caused a gen-
eral depression. Toward night, how-
ever, it became known that offensive
views of the situation didn’t warrant
such despondency. The loss of guns

'most diépnte_d point was Mory which

the Germans occupied early yesterday,

LONG RANGE BOMBARDMENT

PARIS, To-day.

The long ragnge bombardment of

Paris was resumed at 6.30 o'clock this

morning, but was interrupted after
the second shot. :

DUTCH REFUSE,

: LONDON, To-day.
The Dutch Cabinet is said to have
decided Sunday to send the Allied
Powers a formal refusal of their of-
fer of grain in return for Dutch ships,
a despatch from the Hague to the
Daily Mail says.

AIR SHIP OVER CAIRO.

LONDON, To-day.
The inhabitants of Cairo, the capit-
al of Egypt, were informed  officiglly

last Thursday, according ta a Reu
despatch ,that a hositle air ship had
been’ observed over the coast. The
public was warned of the possibility
of. air raids and ordered to observe

the necessary lighting regulations.

EXTREMELY HEAVY FIRING.

. LONDQN, To-day.
Extremely heavy firing from the di-
rection of Flanders was heard all last
night along the Kentish coast. Aco-
cording to the Central News, the
heavy concussions shook the houses.

Here and There.

GUESTS AT CROSBIE.—The fol-
lowing have registered at the Cros-
bie: E. S. Bent, Boston; H. Gold-
stone, Bell Island; H. W. Saunders,
W. H. Myles, St. John, N.B.; R. B.
Clarke, Montreal.

GETS NEW APPOINTMENT.—Mr.
Chas. P. Penney, formerly of Colin
Campbell, Ltd., has been appointed

was regarded as inevitable but the
British casualties are understood to
be small, considering the magnitude
of the operations, as reports give
them. Participation of American sol-
diers in the battle was one of the
much discussed features.

2.30 P. M.

TO PRAY FOR VICTORY,

salesmanager of the West Coast Daigy,
Ltd., at Stephenville. For some time
past Mr. Penney has been acting as
salesman for this firm.

EXPRESS TRAINS ARBIVE—
The number of passengers to arrive
at Port gux Basgues on Saturday was
so large that the incoming express
had to be made up in two sections.
No. 1 section reached the city at 11.30
a.m. to-day bringing over 250 sacks

LONDON, To-Day.

The Bishop of London, the Right
Rev. Arthur F. W. Ingram, has passed
a messgge to the people of London,
saying, {the great struggle for the
freedom' of the world has now clearly
reached its crisis. Do let us who are
at home pray as we never prayed be-
fore for the gallant men and their
leaders, upon whom, and God, the is-
sue depends. Besides our private
prayers and prayers in the churches,
at the hours of noon each day, let us
hush ourselves where ever we are at |
work, in office, in bank, in munition
factory, and invoke divine strength |
and wisdom to come to our aid; then
indeed will this be Holy Week in the
special sense, and it will lead on, if!
it pleases God, to an Baster Victory. |

PARIS AIR RAIDED,

PARIS, To-day.
Anogther air raid alarm was sounded !
i shortly after one o'clock this morn-
{ing. After three-quarters of an hour,
firemen’s bugles and church Dbells
announced that all was clear, and the
Parisians were able to return to their
beds. ‘ [

ARMY HEADQUARTERS REPORT.

British Army Headquarters in
France, To-day.—The main thrust on
the British right flank, by the Ger-
mans on Thursday morning, was
south of St. Quentin, and the enemy
used a division on every twa thous-
and yards of the front, there being
approximately one German - battal-
ion. The purpese of the attagk here |
was to capture Urvilles and Essigny
le Grand, and thereby aequire high
ground for a further advance, It is
now possible to give more details of
the early stages of this and other
fighting. On the extreme right of the
British Army the enemy crossed the
River Oise at two places. One body
of troops came out of Lafere and
swung north, while another army
crossed at Mory and turned south to
‘form a junction with the Lafere
| groups.

Throughout the day the battle raged
in the lowlands about the Oise at Ven-
{ deuil, A group of British held out un-
i til four o’clock Friday afternoon. A
little fupther north the Germans storm-
ed Al‘vlfleu and Essigney. Just west
of St. Quentin the British were forced
to fall back, but throughout the day
they clung ta Holnon Wood. A lit-
tle northwest of the city, south of 8t.
Quentin, 8 number of strong Britiah
redoubts ?lm a gallant defence, and
it was nightfall before the last o
them with their machine gunners
heen reduged. The end of the firat
day foumd the British behind the §t.

uentin Canal, and Friday mornin

e enemy renewed his assault witl
increasing vigor, and after desperaie
fighting in the region of Lafere suc-
ceeded in getting &croga
side. Further north the Britigh
withdrew from the Holnon Wopd.
Germang then drove -at Ham, wh
had been cleared of civilians, and Sat-
ur mqrnutlhg a.rter‘ :bm ng il a8
ero e canal, drove south-
‘w":.rd ix!‘toqf e British position

g

1

havé been able to bring to bear at s Baumetz Les Camvrai, the

. s
gn;ahx. énnooimri; VH and

‘to the Briagh_ :
80
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of mail and a large number of passen-
gers. Section No. 2 arrived at 2.15
p.m. with 47 returned soldiers and
several passengers; also much bag-
gage. Yesterday’'s outward express
left Bishop’s Falls at 815 a.m. to-
day.

NEWFOUNDLAND CATHEDRAL.—
At the Anglican Cathedral last even-
ing, His Lordship the Bishop occu-

pied the pulpit and preached a very

impressive and instructive sermon on
the Passion of our Lord, basing his
discourse on the following texts:

“The whole multitude of the disciples |

began to rejoice and praise God with
a2 loud voice, saying, blessed be the
King that cometh in the name of the
Lord.” 8St. Luke, XIX. 37-38. “But
they cried saying, Cruel Him,
Crucify Him.” (Ibid) XXIIL 21,

BRIGHT PROSPECTS FOR AGUA-
THUNA—Mr. J. Mazwell, of Agua-
thuna, Port au Port, reached the city
by this morning's express. Mr., Max-
well speaks in glowing terms of the
future prospects of that flourighing
gettlement, Operations will com-
mence at the lime quarries about
April the 15th and it is hoped the first
shipment will be made by May 1st.
Quite a number of new buildings have
been erected within the Ilast year.
While here Mr. Maxwell will nego-
tiate for the purchase of a moving
picture outfit, as he intends opening
a movie show in the near future at
Aguathuna. N

‘Returned Soldiers
Given Big Welcome.

The express with forty-
seven returned soldiers
and ‘foresters reached the
city shortly after 2 o’clock
this afternoon and were
'ven a right royal reception by the
dies’ eception  Committee, the
Prime Minister and a large gathering
. of citizens. Flags were flying from 2ll
the public and business places in the
| city while the homes of the returning
heroes were also bedecked with bunt-
|ing. Slighs were provided by the
ILadies’ of the Committee and the sold-
iiers driven to their homes. Follow-
ing is a list of the returned veterans:
l Lieut. Leo C., Murphy, Lieut. G.
Watson, Lieut. E. 8. Bethune, Lieut.
Jack Turner, C. 8. M. S. Hussey, Sergt.
J. J. Dooley, Sergt. F. Warren, Sergt.
R. Ennis, Sergt. J. J. Whelan, Corp.
H. J. Good, L. Corp. W. J. Hiscock, L.
Corp. W. Thompson, L. Corp. G. G.
Phillips, Privates W. Hutchings, W.
!J. Greene, W. Dooley, F. Cummins, R.
Crummel, J. Gettenbult, ¥. Parmiter,
F. Murphy, R. Haley, H. Pardy, G.
Hicks, M. L. Hawker, . Ryan, G.
! Spurrell, J. J. Ryan, C. F. Rowe, A.
Mercer, D. Carter, C. A. Churchill, G.
Taylor, A. J. Snow, G. Lush, S. E.
 Legge, J. Fisher, J. J. Neville, R.
. Gosse, A. E. Pike, L. Benoit, A. Mer-
gcer, F. Hayse, A, Adams, Alex. King,
John Roper, and Capt. D. Thistle, of
the Faoresters.

Obilua_ry.

There passed into eternal rest at
Olarenville on Saturday afternoon
Robert J. Pittman. Deceased “was
well known in St. John’s having been
for a long while Supervisor -of De-
bates in the Legislative Council. His
services in this connection were a
year or so ago rewarded with a pen-
sion, when he left the city to reside
at Clarenville. Mr. Pittman was very
prominent in Methodist Church work
and during his residence here was a
member of George Street Quarterly
Official Board. The remains are be-
Iing brought to town for interment,
jand the funeral will take place to-
| morrow, at 2.30 p.m., from No. 11,
| LeMarchant Road. For a considerable
| period the late Mr. Pittman was a reg-
‘ular contributor to this paper and ig
‘the general sympathy to his survive
ing relatives the Telegram joins. ;

Weather Report.

Fogo—Wind S. W., moderate breeze,
fine and clear; warm.

Flower's Cove — Easterly winds,
mild, with snow; large lakes of water
along shore.

St. Anthony —— Moderate westerly
winds, mild; snowing; coast blocked
with ice,

Bere and There.

TO CORRESPONDENTS— “A True
Irishman.” You have omitted to send
in your name.

LATEST SEALING NEWS: Baiue
Johnston & Co., S. 8. Seal wires—
4,000 scals stowed; prospects good;
in the main patch.

REID’S BOATS.—The Argyle, Dundce
and Home still detdined at Placentia
on account of ice. The Ethie left Bur-
geo at 2.30 p.m, on Saturday, coming
east.

CHINAMEN DETAINED. — Threa
Chinamen returning from a visit te
Hong Kong, are detained at Port aux
Basques, owing to the recent oute
break of smallpox on the s.s. Kyle,

And the Worst Is Yet to Come—

hottest and

7.




