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THE MARINE DEPARTMENT.
Hamilton Times.

The appointment of the royal com­
mission of inquiry into the marine 
and fisheries department was one of 
the fortunate acts of the government 
in the last session of parliament. The 
department had become so overlaid 
with slander and misrepresentation 
that the public was beginning to con­
ceive of it as some infernal machine 
of graft and corruption—useless, in­
ept and unprofitable. The result of 
the commissioner’s investigations, so 
far, has been a gradual lifting of the- 
fog, which has obscured the real do­
ings of the department, and, as the 
light of truth has struck upon a point 
here and there along the long coast 
line of the department’s operations, 
it revealed merit instead,of worthless­
ness, profit instead of nnprofiitable- 
ness, and usefulness instead of use­
lessness.

The fog which obscured the good 
work of tlui department was an ex­
halation from the mind of the Hon 
George E. Foster. He was once the 
minister in charge of the department, 
and he was conscious, no doubt, of 
the merit of the results which had 
been achieved ; he saw, no doubt, the 
changes that had taken place since 
his own time, and he knew the gov­
ernment would 'be taking credit for 
having made them. So he resolved 
to divert attention from the achieve­
ments of the government by attack­
ing the reputations of the men im­
mediately responsible for them ; and 
he so fully charged the air with sus­
picion and calumny that, for two 
years, the. whole department and 
every one connected with it were un­
der a cloud. The alleged corruption 
oi the marine and fisheries depart­
ment settled down into an article ol 
faith, and the civil service eommis- 
sioners, coming along, caught the in 
fection, and began to read the files 
of the department with suspicion in 
their hearts and a resolve to complete 
its condemnation. This is proved by 
their assumption that the minister 
agreed to a recommendation that the 
price of a contract for coal should be 
raised, because tlie contractor com­
plained that the price in the contract 
was below cost. Whereas, the fact 
was that the minister ordered that 
the contractor bp compelled to suppl 
the coal at the price at which he con­
tracted, and the contractor had to do 
it.

The other instance on which they 
condemned the 'business methods of 
the department was a Certain purchase 
of flour by the agent at Quebec. The 
officers in Ottawa having had occa 
sion to question the price, tvrote for 
an explanation. A long correspond­
ence took place between the account- 
ant’s_branch of the department and 
the agent, and the account was offici­
ally inquired into to ascertain whether 
the price asked was 'fair and just. 
Every precaution was taken ho that 
no more than a fair and just price 
should be paid. The commissioners, 
however, cited this as an instance of 
carelessness, and wrongly stated that 
the account was inquired into at the 
instance of the auditor general. The 
fact was that it was inquired into on 
the initiative of the department it­
self. The, auditor general had not 
seen the account, and had nothing 
to do with the inquiry.

These are the only matters in which 
they attempted to back up their opin­
ions, and they were astray of the 
facts in both. The misconception of 
the methods and work of the depart­
ment continued throughout the re­
port, and they condemned wholesale 
the work of the lighthouse board, 
composed of the four senior officials 
of the department, Hngjl A. A Ban, oi 
the Allan line of steamships, and 
Capt. W. J. Troupe, manager of the 
Canadian Pacific steamship lines, 
British Columbia. The commission­
ers stated that the formation of the 
board and the appointment of a com­
missioner of lights had been a most 
unfortunate departure, so far as the 
efficiency of this special work was con­
cerned, and certainly had not added 

/ to the general efficiency of the marine 
and fisheries department.

T. Robb, secretary of the shipping 
confederation, told Royal Commission­
er Cassels on September 2 that in 
1900 the shipping trade and the ship­
ping interests were all leaving Can­
ada and going to United States ports, 
on account oi the dangers to naviga­
tion and the extra insurance charged 
by marine insurance companies. The 
channel needed dredging and more 
lights. Ships were delayed eight 
hours waiting for the tide, and could 
lint proceed in the darkness. The 
channel is now deep enough for the 
largest ships and the improved light­
ing lias rendered it safe to proceed at 
night, the buoy service on the St. 
Lawrence lieing the finest in the world. 
The tendency to leave Canadian and 
go to United States' ports has been 
stopped and a reverse movement has 
set in, steamships at the United 
States ports finding that there is not 
the grain freight there used to be, 
because the American railways can­
not compete with the all-water St. 
Lawrence route from Fort William. 
This was shown by a memorial re­
cently addressed by the Boston and 
New York steam service to the Trunk 
Line association, praying for lower 
railway rates, because New York, Bos­
ton and Baltimore were now in the 
position of having to wait until Mon­
treal was served, the freight rates be­
ing upwards of two cents a bushel in 
favor of Montreal.

The civil service commisioners in­
sinuated that the departmental mem­
bers of the board acted under politi­
cal pressure and influence, and that 
the unofficial members only looked 
alter their own interests. Against the 
iormer may be set the statement of 
Mr. Robb that the pilot service was 
now free from anything in the shape 
of political influence; inebriety had 
been stamped out, and the pilotage 
sywtem was much improved. The 
latter part of the insinuations is con­
tradicted by Mr. Hugh Allan himself, 
who told the royal commissioner that 
there were fifteen different steamship 
lin^s using the . St. Lawrence, and 
whet would benefit one would bene­
fit all equally. “I would defy any­
body,” he said, indignantly, "to bring 
up any item that has been passed 
by that board that was in the inter­
ests of the shipping and against the 
interests of the country."

The civil service commissioners de­

scribed the board as an irresponsible Steel company is highly organized in 
body. Mr. Allan replied: “Tlie board!every particular, the fixed expenses 
has representatives of two of the ship- have been reduced to a minj/hum, the 
ping companies of the St. Lawrence [ plant is up-to-date to the last degree, 
route, and that men representing such and it has a clientele among over 
vast business interests as the ship- eighty million people—the largest 
ping companies oi the St. Lawrence, J free trade, unobstructed market in 
with their immense tonnage and vol-, the world. Yet has it ever attempted 
time of trade, are supposed to stoop to to reduce prices to the home, consum- 
■ict without sense of their responsi- j er? Not at all ! We have it on in- 
biiity. I must say I feel sorry for.disputable authority that while that 
the people who would think such a company was charging thirty-two dol- 
ihing of them, and express the opin-'lars a ton for steel rails in the home 
ion that the business instincts of the market, it was laying down the same 
men of this country had fallen so quality product in the British mar- 
low."

THE EDMONTON BULLETIN,.. FR|DAY^OCTOBER 9, 1908. PAGE FIVE

The civil service commisioners stat­
ed that the lighthouse board had been 
‘he means of greatly increasing the 
expenditure of the department, and 
that much of the increase had been 
wasted by extravagance. Mr. Allan’s 
reply was that the insurance rates 
had 'been reduced since 1900 from 84 
1-2 cents to 38 cents on provisions, 
•md from 99 cents to 38 cents on grain 
md so on. The saving to shippers in 
?onsequence, was from $230,000 to 
$240,000 a year. This was not the re­
mit oi increased competition between 
insurance companies, but was the di­
rect result of the improvements in the 
lids of navigation—principally to the 
'.mprovements in the light service.”

The civil service commissioners 
vaguely suggested that the changes 
:n the 'buoy lights to those of a more 
powerful lumination was unnecessary 
md extravagant. Mr. Allan said he 
had discussed the question with the 
lavigating officer of the British flag- 
ihip at Quebec, during the visit of 
the British battleships, and he ex- 
•> leased himself as highly pleased 
with everything. The officer had read 
ihe civil servied commissioners' re­
tort, and he strongly denied that any 
if tlie lights in the channel were too 
itrong. pointing out that in so vast a 
body of water as the gulf,, subject to 
og and other atmospheric disturb- 
inees, just such powerful lights were 
leeded. Mr. Allan added that he did 
aot believe there was an unnecessary 
buoy in the St. Lawrence.

The home thrust to the civil service 
'ommissioners’ criticism was, however, 
riven in the following statement : “I 
h:nk it is the most fortunate thing 
hat ever happened to the shipping 
nterests of this country that the 
ighthouse board was established as it 
•vas. Any man who knows the first 
hing about the shipping business 
-Quid not go from Montreal to the 
-pa, even as a passenger, without hav- 
ng forced upon his attention the tre- 
nendous strides that have, been made 
n the improvement of the St. Lawr­
ence navigation. Take merely tlie 
nest elementary instance. Today the 
argest steamer can navigate between 
Montreal and Quebec, which they 
?ould not .have done before the pres­
ent lights were adopted. My experi- 
‘licv 16 that the formation of this 
joard has been tlie occasion of further 
irganization in the department,"where­
by the whole system has been assist­
ai in a way it never was before, so 
hat now the shipping interests are 

’ooked after and the various works 
if the department properly reported 
md looked after. Thus not only is 
he channel belter lighted, but better 
lontrol of. the .lights is secured—in- 
initely superior to anything we ever 
'ad before. The testilt has been that 
nstedd of being the worst lighted and 
buoyed channel of its stie, the St. 
Lawrence route will now compare fav­
orably with any water route of like 
laturu in the world. If the shipping 
if Canada was to go ahead and com- 
lete with the rest of the world, we 
oould not afford to tie our ships up 
in the channel, awaiting daylight be­
tween hçre (Montreal) and Quebec. 
The boats must, he run economically, 
md these aids to navigation were ne­
cessary, and to a large extent have 
met the requirements of trade. Of 
course,, there are other improvements 
which we shall press for, 'but every­
thing that has been done has been 
lone well.”

This evidence relates only to the 
work done froln Montreal to the sea 
There has been a great deal of im- 
nrovement in the Upper St. Lawrence 
llso, and tlig canals have been im­
proved and equipped, so as to promote 
lie water-borne traffic from Fort Wil­
iam ; and the all water route is now 

’he determining factor in regard to 
the freight rates from the west. This 
year it was responsible for a two-ccnt 
’•eduction in the railway grain rate 
from Georgian Bay points to Mon­
treal ; and the saving effected, by 
cheapening transport, will be, on the 
season’s western grain crop, bctweeji 
$1,000,000 and $2,000,000. This and the 
laving, on insurance, are striking com­
ments x on the administration of the 
government ; and it is amusing to 
cast mind back to tlie Hon
Geo. E. Foster’s speech, in the House 
of Commons, on April 30th, when 
he let his fancy run riot on what tlie 
civil service commissioners might 
nave seen, if they had lifted the lid a 
’ittle more. “I can imagine the caus­
tic conclusions they would come to,’ 
he said, "and the biting notes they 
would jot down on the margin, when 
they came to look, for instance, at 
the system of lighthouse and buoy 
service on the St. Lawrence and the 
Great lakes.” Both the civil service 
commissioners and Mr. Foster have 
had the lid raised for them; and to 
their surprise there is a saving to the 
people of from one and a quarter to 
two and a quarter million dollars and 
a recovery of the trade, which had 
been slipping away from Canada un­
der the Conservative administration 

The public can now contrast the 
truth. The former were designed to 
mislead and they deserve such a re­
tribution as only a general election 
can effectively give.

ket at twenty-four dollars or there­
abouts ; and Mr. Charles Schwab, one­
time president of the company, boast­
ed the Uniter- States could turn out 
Steel rails at nineteen dollars a ton, 
and so beat the British producer by 
several dollars n .; n.

Germany is tli country which ou- 
protectionists ar- constantly holding 
up as a commercial model. Some time 
ago, Germany put into force a customs 
tariff designed, to keep out foreign 
food stuffs, so that they might be 
grown at home at very little, if any, 
advance over foreign prices. German 
consumers were assured, as the Eng­
lish people have been by the tariff 
reformers, that their food “would not 
cost them more”—or not so very much 
more. We have now before us, how­
ever, a valuable report of Sir Francis 
Oppenheimer, the British consul gen­
eral at Frankfort, which declares that 
the new. commercial treaties,with their 
"intensified agrarian terms,” have ar­
tificially raised the prices of food in 
Germany, and to a most oppressive 
degree. "The agrarian duties.” says 
Sir Francis, “have not only affected 
the prices of com and flour, but the 
price of all agricultural and dairy 
produce. The cost of all necessary 
food stuffs is so high that the cham­
ber of commerce of Bremen, in its an­
nual report, openly speaks of the 
dearth of .victuals.” That the agrar­
ian owners reckoned on protection to 
raise prices is seen by the fact that 
while an extensive traffic in agricul­
tural estates took place as a conse­
quence of the higher duties, “those 
duties "were included among the pro­
fits in calculating the capital value.” 
It has been calculated that one-third 
of the increased expenditure oi the 
German army and navy is due to the 
increased cost of victuals and fodder, 
:n consequence of the new customs 
tariff, and besides impoverishing the 
people in general at home, it has in­
creased the difficulties of export into 
foreign countries, either because in­
creased protection is answered by in­
creased protection, as the German 
chemical industry has learned in the 
case of Austria-Hungary, and the ma­
chine industry in the case Of Russia, 
or because in those countries, which 
are not protected industry works with 
cheaper raw material—often of Ger­
man origin—and certain British in­
dustries especially reap the benefit 
The conviction that German export 
is rendered more difficult, greatly 
owing to the new German customs 
duties, finds expression in the repuii 
of the chamber of commerce of Mann­
heim and the fact is confirmed by the 
increasing number of German fac­
tories established abroad, such ns the 
chemical industry in Austria-Hungat 
and the paper industry in the Unit?-.1 
Kingdom. ,

Thi j case is the mors interesting be­
cause it reverses in one respect the 
protective conditions that obtain in 
Canada. When the Canadian farmer 
complains that he is taxed heavily 
to support the Canadian manufactur­
er, the latter asserts that he aver­
ages up things by providing the far­
mer with an increased home market 
and higher prices for his produce than 
he would otherwise obtain. To which 
the farmer replies that the export 
price in the free trade markets of 
the United Kingdom practically' regu­
lates prices here and that he is pay­
ing through the nose to tlie manufac­
turer witli less than no quid pro qiio, 
seeing that tlie effect of a tariff which 
taxes imports is to throw the whole 
cost of transportation on. the exports, 
and thus it all comes off tlie farmers’ 
prices. But in Germany the boot is 
more or less on the other foot. Tlie 
British consul-general rays "that “no 
nthusiasm is roused in the industrial 

part of the community from the 
knowledge that in the first instance 
tlie increased cost of living is due to 

patriotic’ policy, which is followed 
in tlv interests oi so-called German 
agrarian traditions.” Indeed, the 
discontent of the manufacturing and 
industrial population is intense, as 
in their case the burden falls chiefly 
on the manufacturing part of the 
community. We heve thus before 
us two divers" in stall cos where pro­
tection tax-s tlie c immunity, in rail 
way parlance, “all that the traffic will 
bear,” and instances of toe ani" could 
b ■ qvoted hr tlv hundred. Indeed 
wliat is protect on for lot artificially 
to rdise price-? A Professor Thorojd 
Rogers says : “When trade ;s restrath- 
“d in those article - of foreign origin 
which may be produced, though un­
der less advantageous, circumstances, 
at boni", and the product is an article 
in which the use may to a limited ex­
tent only be economized, the follow 
ing resuts ensue : Prices rise and pro­
fits rise—of course at the expense of 
the consumer.” That is common sense 
and so simple that no sophistry, un­
conscious or otherwise,! can controvert 
it

PROTECTION AND HIGH PRICES
Montreal Witness—A 'correspondent 

call's our attention to the fact that 
the tariff committee of the Canadian 
Manufacturers’ association, .in advo 
eating higher protection for manufac­
turers of woollens, "maintained that 
if the protection asked for was grant­
ed, it would not mean an increased 
price to the- consumer, but, owing to 
the larger output of the factories- 
thereby reducing the fixed expensee,- 
a reduction in the price would prob­
ably take place.” We have, however, 
yet to hear of any such extraordinary 
event iu any country where protection 
has been established. Take the Un­
ited States. There, the United States

wliat' the congestion would have been 
the government had not disregard­

ed a great deal of opposition criticism 
and, acting oil its own view, spefit 
liberally in making the eastern chan­
nels of transportation efficient and in 
rendering the exit to the- ocean navig­
able for the largest ocean liners. The 
largest ocean liners can steam up the 
St. Lawrence, a't will, and begin to 
take their cargoes on board as soon as 
they draw up alongside the wHarves 
at Montreal. A few years ago they 
could not have reached Montreal at 
all, the channel not being deep en­
ough ; and what vessels did arrive 
could not travel at night, because "Of 
the inefficiency of the light service. 
Vessels can now travel, night or day, 
without risk. These improvements, 
more than anything else, will facili­
tate free shipment of wheat to Great 
Britain, and, if there happens to be 
any congestion, it will be a small 
matter to what it would have been 
four years ago.

The expenditures which have been 
made on thé improvement of the St. 
Lawrence route have been character­
ized by the Mail end other opposition 
critics, as having been made by way 
of concession to the spirit-of reckless 
extravagance. Today in presence of 
the actual difficulty, the government’s 
view is adopted, and there is even 
the suggestion that enough has not 
been spent, and that notwithstanding 
ihe extent to which elevator capacity 
of the port of Montrerai has been en­
larged, the storage provision is not 
enough to ensure the port against a 
glut of "rain.

CANADA’S TRADE.
Toronto Star—The total trade of the 

Dominion, that itf, the aggregate of 
the value of the imports and exports 
of all kinds, money included, taken 
for the alternate years of the last 
twelve fiscal years of Conservative ad­
ministration, is set out in the follow­
ing table, compiled from the latest 
reports of the department of trade and 
commerce :—

Under Conservative Regime.
1880 ...........................$182,072,810
1888 ..........................  189.965,778
1890 .. .. .. .. .. 206,592,661
1892 ........................... 227,594,105
1894 ........................... 227,354,021
1896 ........................... 228,272,279

These figures show aisubstantial ad­
vance, but nothing like what is shown 
by the figures for the alternate years 
of the twelve yeps that have elapsed 
since, during which a Liberal govern­
ment has been doing all in its power 
to promote the country’s welfare. Here 
ave thé corresponding figures for this
term :—

Under Liberal Regime.
1893 ..........................$290,222,959
161)0 .. .... .... 367,237,528
1902 .......................... 414,431,881
1904 .......................... 464,985,567

.1906 ..........................  546 <147,437
1908 .............. .... . .. 638380591

MOVING THE GRAIN.
Montreal Herald—In recent discus­

sions of the crop moving situation, 
much has been said about the obliga­
tion of the banks to finance the move­
ment. It is stated that the banks 
have all the furyls necessary ; but 
that they canndt be blamed if they 
shrink from the risk of having tens 
of millions of dollars tied up five or 
six months ttj grain that' the carriers 
failed to get, out of the west before 
the beginning of winter, and that they 
should exact from the carriers an as­
surance that they are capable of mak-, 
ing the clearance. If the fall is an 
open one the wheat will probably be 
got out of the west before the begin­
ning of winter, and then it becomes a 
question whether the grain handling 
facilities on this aide of the lakes are 
in a position to carry on the move­
ment. The Toronto Mail thinks there 

-, is serious doubt on that point.
"Georgian Bay elevators have large 

storage capacity, but unless there is 
an extremely free movement here they

Political economists used to argue 
that a country was disadvantaged by 
exporting more goods than it import 
ed. This theory is not generally ac­
cepted now, but- in any case, it could 
not apply to a new country into which 
was pouring a desirable immigration, 
because the mass of imports would 
include the possessions of the new­
comers, and also much of the capital 
in the form of both money and ma­
terial which came to be used in the 
opening up and development o* the 
country's resources.

Therefore Canada may well be con­
gratulated upon the magnitude of her 
imports as well as upon her surplus 
products which we send to other 
countries. If we take the merchandise 
imports for the periods above set out, 
but choosing years at wider intervals 
for the sake of shortening our table, 
we obtain the following statement :— 

1—Under the Conservative Regime. 
1888 .......................... $100,671,628
1862
1896

115,160,413
106,361,161

2—Under Liberal Administration.
1900
1904

.$172,506,878
243,590,019

They represent the total exports of 
merchandise of all kinds from the Do­
minion :—

1—Under the Conservative Regime!-
1888 J........................ $ 87,101,144
1892 .. .. :............  108,806,044
1896 ........................... 112,985,490

2—Under Liberal Administration.
1900 ............................$177,776,044
1904 .................. ,. .7 211,055,678
1908 ........................... 263,368,952

Tlie lesson is obvious. It is simply 
that the methods adopted by the Lib­
eral party for the encouragement of 
useful immigration, the facilitating of 
industry, the opening up of opportun­
ities for agriculture and other wealth 
producing operations-, have all been 
more successful and effective than the 
poli oies which they replaced. It 
would be folly to abandon these meth­
ods, either to return to the old con 
ditions oi comparative stagnation, or 
to experiment with any new schemes 
which have not yet been even clearly 
formulated or explaineu.

THE GOLDEN WEST.
Toronto Star—The marvelous growth 

of the west in the last twelve years is 
one of the stubborn facts whim con­
front the Conservative campaigne-s 
It is easy to say that the prosperity oi 
the west is due to the fertility it :ts 
soil. But why, with its extraordin­
ary natural resources, did the v-vst 
remain for so many years unpeopled, 
and of little practical benefit io Can­
ada or to the world? Why,, in a 
short time after the Liberal govern­
ment came into power, did the stream 
of immigration begin to flow in a vol­
ume commensurate with the resources 
of the country? The figures of immi­
gration, of homestead entries, of popu­
lation, of the western yield of wheat 
and other crops, have been repeated­
ly given, and they tell a wonderful

munit become choked by a grain rush 
from the west. Ftir a free movement 
ahead it is necessary to" have a pro­
cession oi ocean steamers going load­
ed from the seaports to which the 
grain is destined. Montreal has not 
the elevator capacity to take care of 
a great accumulation of grain, and if 
Grand Trunk grain trains were run­
ning in sufficiently rapid succession 
to prevent blockade at Depot Harbor,
Midland and Tiffin elevators, there 
would have to be relief at the seaport.
Steamships would have to be always 
loading there or that would be the 
point of congestion. That’ is, Mon­
treal would. At Portland, the Main 
terminus,oLthe Grand Trunk system, 
the elevators can, it is true, hold great 
quantities of grain. It is to be hoped 
that there will be speedy clearance at 
all points on this side erf the lakes, as 
well as adequate hauling power in the 
west and on the lakes themselves."

This criticism raises a point about 
which the government itself has been 
very much concerned. The govern­
ment realized years ago that the vital 
part of the grain transportation prob­
lem was the St Lawrence end of it, 
and lias spent millions of dollars in 
improving the approaches to the ports, 
so as to render navigation safe and 
to encourage ocean steamships to en­
gage in Canada’s foreign trade, as 
well as in improving the storage ac­
commodation at Port Colborne, on 
the Welland canal, and at Montreal 
harbor, where the largest elevator is 
that built by the harbor commission­
ers on behalf of the government, who 
supply the commissioners with the 
funds necessary to the prosecution 
of their plans. The Toronto paper 
doubts whether even what has been 
done is sufficient to prevent conges­
tion, if1 the wheat moves through at 
the pace that will be necessary to get
herinl-°J»nîîC rf beJore/he win‘er story. But it is not necessary to prove 
-ag_V,?s easy, to conceive the prosperity and growth of the west

show such vexation because he is be­
ing held responsible for their slander 
talk. His lieutenants and supporters 
in the House of Commons he may have 
to endure, even though he may jiot 
have grace to “suffer fools gladly.” 
That is part of the burden of leader­
ship, and goes wUli his salary as op­
position leader. But when he intro­
duces the fo'olisliness of Premier Rob- 
lin and applauds his platform bluster 
he becomes a party to the offence.

Mr. Borden must know that ‘foolish­
ness” is a too generous word to de­
scribe the attacks made uyun the 
Laurier government because of what 
was done by a Conservative govern 
ment of the province oi unt'sh Co­
lumbia. Mr. Borden must know that 
the government at Ottawa had noth­
ing whatever to do with granting the 
charter which alienated 400,000 acres 
of British Columbia lands to a pri

by statistics.
Anyone who visited the west in 

1896 and again in 1908 will tell you 
that he saw virtually two countries. 
In 1896 there was one province, and 
a great stretch of unorganized terri­
tory, thinly peopled and cultivated in 
little districts, few and far between. 
Today there are three provinces, set-

thèir services in the leadership of the 
opposition. Being without a precedent, 
and not being bold enough to rfiake 
one, Mr. Borden is in a dilemma.

The trouble is that although re cog­
nized and salaried as leader he can­
not command his following. The per­
sonal antagonisms of his followers 
gave him trouble. Last week he was 
constrained to give a certificate of 
character—of “public” character only 
—to Hon. Geo. E. Foster, and, while 
everybody admits that Mr. Foster is 
sorely in need of the certificate, Mr. 
Borden had trouble over it three 
nights after when he had Sir Macken­
zie Bowell for his chairman. It i» 
well known that Sir Mackenzie will 
not speak to Mr. Foster, refuses even 
to recognize him or to sit on the same 
platform with him. And in the senate 
not long ago he told parliament and 
the whole country that in ms pei-

vate syndicate. He must know that sonal experiences with Mr. Foster he 
not one acre oi that land belonged to1 found that gentleman' seriously lack- 
the Dominion ; that the charter which ing in honor and truthfulness. Now
covered it was granted by a Conserva­
tive government in Victoria to a syn­
dicate every man of whom was a Con­
servative ; and that for seven years 
that charter was held by Conserva­
tives, and its requirements unfulfilled, 
b.-'ore any Liberal held a dollar of 
its '“ick. He should know, too, that 
160,000 acres of the original grant 
went u? * ' m"dely to the C. P. R. and 
250.000 to the coal company, =uu that 
Mr Cox and Mr. Jaffray never held

wliat possible good can a certificate 
of character do a man oi that sort? 
Not all the spices of Arabia will make 
him sweet, nor all the drowsy syiup* 
of the world make Sir Mackenzie Bow­
ell or any others who have suffered 
at his hands forget his cold deal. Mr. 
Borden knows that Mr. Foster is a 
dead weight, and yet he dare not let 
him go.

Then, too, the scandalmongers and 
slanderers among his followers give

more than one-fourth interest in the Mr. Borden great.pain. He is & mau
—’ —s------  with the habits of a. scholai »ud the

instincts of a gentleman, with little 
liking and almost no aptitudes for tlie 
hurly-burly of polities. Nature never 
made him for a leader oi men, so 
wlu-n the more riotous among those 
whom he is paid to lead became re­
bellious and insisted on obstruction 
and scandal talk the best Mr. Borden

coal company, three-lourtlis remain­
ing in Conservative hands. And he 
can scarcely be ignorant of the fact 
that the one “deal” the Laurier gov­
ernment made in those coal lands was 
to exact from the company 50,000 
acres, which arc still held by the Do­
minion as a public safeguard and 
protection against private monopoly.
Mr. Borden must know these things, could do was to absent himself from
for they arc on record, and knowing 
them how can he suffer the platform 
foolishness of Mr. Koulin?

Grant the very worst that has been 
said about that bargain, which alien­
ated enormous «crown ,.<-aitti. put who 
made the bargain? Who got the lands? 
A Conservative government in British 
Columbia gave the lands to a syndi­
cate of Conservatives,who nuu»c.quent- 
ly, under financial stress, wore com­
pelled to sell stock to whoever would

DILEMMA OF LEADER BORDEN.
Toronto Globe—Mr. R. L. Bor4en is 

in a dilemma, and he has no prece­
dent lor a guide. He is the first man 
to go to the country as an officially- 
recognized and salaried party leader. 
The prime minister has no salary as 
a leader of a political party, but only 
as president of the Cabinet. Mr. Bor­
den’s predecessors were leaders in

INCORPORATED 1885.

The

Aaa&tm . «34,400,000

tlement, and cultivation, and each Luvv yr p.lr(i.,n knows that full well 
with splendid prospects. The Calearv un rsrira, n h110"/’ that mil wen.a lima x ue v/iugary, why then does he sit silent while a
cornered hardly ,toJ(e j mail like Mr. Rohlm deliberately mis-monton of ihoc.1 ® Calgary and Ed- represents the tacts and deceives the 
)f K . j o There are thriving people? By bringing in such a man
nnt L. ® skatchewan, which had and by applauding his false charges 
rhL T twelve. year6 ago. Mr. R. L. Borden becomes a partv
There was one transcontinental rail- to the campaign of slander 
way in the west in 1896. There are 
three today, eagerly seeking for the 
privilege of sharing in the business of 
carrying the western grain. And still 
the cry is’ for more railways. Tho 
Calgary Herald, a Conservative paper, 
is carrying on a campaign for more 
railways in Alberta, to act as feeders 
for the three transcontinentals.
While the new provinces are progres­
sing at this tremendous pace, Mani­
toba is not lagging behind. The 
splendid city of Winnipeg is an ob­
ject lesson teaching the prosperity of 
Manitoba.

Confronted with these solid facts, 
the Conservative campaigner falls 
back upon history, and says that the 
Conservative government built the 
Canadian Pacific railway. It promot­
ed the building of the Canadian Pa­
cific railway, and it was entitled to a 
share of credit for that, although the 
chief credit must go to the bold fin­
anciers who risked their fortunes in 
the enterprise. But the government 
was entitled to some credit, mid it 
had its reward in a lease oi .owr 
extending from 1882 to 1896. A, the 
same time, in the making l the con 
tract with the Canadian P.irinc rail­
way, errors were made which retnded 
the progress oi the. country, •.«pcciuily 
the locking up of an enormous area 
from settlement. Fault was 'ound 
also with the settlement • i.d home­
stead laws, and the iiriniigration pol­
icy was feeble and ineffective. The 
result, as declared by the Hon. I'd- 
wa(d 'Blake in 1891, was “a North- 
West empty still,” and it need hardly 
be said that from the death of 8ir 
John Macdonald to 1896 there was 
little or no improvement.

If the appeah is to be made to his­
tory, it can easily be shown that Geo 
Brown, the leader of the Liberal 
paity, was the one public man who 
for twenty years upheld the advent 
ages of the west and urged its union 
with Canada. It can be shown that 
he did this in the face of coldness 
and discouragement. It can be shown 
that up to the time of confederation 
Sir John Macdonald was indifferent 
to the value of the west, except from 
the point of view of military defence 
It can be shown that the bringing in 
of the west was a plank in the plat­
form of a Liberal convention held iu
• 0rvJî!° in I857' But we live neither 
in 18o7 nor in 1882, but in 1908. We 
are dealing with the present, and with 
the work done in the development of 
the west in the last twelve years, un­
der the present administration. If the 
government had failed in the west, no 
excuse would have saved it from pub- 

^on(^enina^on. As it has succeed- 
ed beyond all expectation, it will re­
ceive credit from all fair-minded men

MR. BORDEN AND THE SLANDER 
TALK.

Toronto Globe—When Mr. R. L 
Borden chooses outsiders like Hon.
R. P. Roblin and parades them 
through the provinces he need not

the House. That was his fatal mis­
take. He proved himself not master 
of the situation, and ever since lie 
has been trying to catchy their rude 
accent and learn their base language. 
Scandal talk ill becomes any leader, 
but from Mr. Borde it is sad, so badly 
does lie play the part. The pity of 
it all is that he liao nor vue courage 
to down the noisy brood nor the 
strength to raise ‘ some worthy issue 
that will sweep them and all his 
party up and out of their present low 
estate.

The worst aspect of Mr. Borden’s 
dilemma is tlie lack of suggests in his 
equipment for leadership. If he can­
not master the situation in the narrow- 
paths and virtuous places of opposi­
tion what *ould he do had he port­
folios to distribute’ and the spoils of 
office to divide? No, Mr. Borden 
must prove hi6 strength in the few 
things of opposition before it would 
seem prudent for the country to put 
into his charge the great things of 
government.

Private Secretary to Prof. Shortt.
Ottawa, Oct. 5—Elsie Saunders, first 

librarian at Queens university, Kings­
ton, lias been appointed private sec- 

faCt, but were not officially recogniz- rotary to Professor Shortt, civil service 
ed as leaders and paid a salary for commissioner.
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80 Branches in Canada.

Your Money Works lor You
when it is deposited in this Bank, earning Interest 
which is added to the Principal every S months—to 
itself earn Interest.

One Dollar starts an account, and Deposits of $1 
and upward are received. Money may be -withdrawn 
at any time without notice. 4g

EDMONTON BRANCH
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Knowledge Is Power !
Find the dealer who handles

Progress Brand 
Clothing

—keep the “ Progress Brand 
label firmly in mind—and 3-ou 
have the knowledge of where 
and what to buy, that is a power 
to save dollars and bring lasting 
satisfaction.
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EDMONTON CLOTHING CO.

1908 .......................... 351,826,024
Everyone will admit that there 'S 

evidence of prosperity in the export­
ing of a large surplus of the country’s 
products, but it must be remembered 
that very rapid growth tends to lessen 
their surplus, because so much of 
what is produced is needed to supply 
the wants of new-copters before the 
results of their labors are available. 
It is necessary to bear this in mind, 
to realize how much of prosperity is 
indicated by the figures in the latter 
of the following tables, which are for 
the same years as those just set out.

DEATH LURKS IN THE KIDNEYS !
THEY ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR NEARLY HALF OF THE HUMAN ILLS. .

Yes, death lurks in the Kidneys ! These delicate organs are a receptacle for all 
the poisons that germinate in the entire system. Few people realize now quickly 
disease of the kidneys develops into that most dangerous form of Bright’s disease. 
Sometimes the heart is poisoned, and dropsy appears. The nervous system is affec­

ted, too—poisoned, and convulsions occur. For at least half a century the most 
eminent minds in the medical profession have been puzzled to find a positive cure 
for Kidney disease. True, there have been numerous nostrums, and so-called 
Kidney cures, both in liquid and pill form, offered for sale. No other remedy, how­

ever, has received so strong an endorsement, both from the public, the press, 
and the medical profession, as DR. ROOT’S KIDNEY AND LIVER PILLS.

SEND POR FREE TRIAL TMMi?. ... test these pillsfree, and the proprietors therefore make you this liberal offer. See coupon.
TWO YEARS* SUFFERING tNDED.-Charies Baker. Ponetan- 

Kuh-hene, says:-**! thank God and you for bringing such a 
modlcmo as Dr. Roots Kidney and Liver Pills within my 
reach. They are a veritable Godsend to me, after the pain I 
have suffered for two years. I had about given up all hope of 
fretting relief, but from the first day I Began taking your 
Kidney and Liver Pills I obtained relief, and can now do mv 
work which I had to give up for a tow dayiat a time.”

FREE SAMPLE
will be mailed on 
application. Send 
coupon with name 
end address to Dr. 
Root Co., Sp&dina 
Avenue, Toronto.


