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THE DAIRY.

Springtime With the Dairy Herd.

Editor ‘‘The Farmer's Advocate’ :

The condition of the dairy herd in the spring
18 the test of a feeder’s ability during the winter.
[f.the cows, heifers and calves are in "‘the pink
of condition’’ when the warm weather co:es, then
rhe feedpr, or attendants, have been "‘on to their
«ob’’s 1If, however, the cows have rough and
staring coats, with thick,
general appearance of thinness, or what one dairy-
man has called having the appearance of suffering
‘rom ‘‘hollow-belly’’, the herd says, in words un-
mnistakable that someone has blundered. The
neifers should be thrifty but not overfat, and the

showing no sign of

hard hides, and a

salves bright and lively
‘scours’’, which is so debilitating on young stock.

The writer visited two herds recently that were
\n fine condition. One of these was a pure-bred
perd and the other a grade herd where they use
4 pure-bred sire. If anything, the grade herd was
«n the better condition indicating that a man on
an ordinary farm by using a prepotent dairy sire
may have a herd in a short time that for 'all
practical {purposes is as good as a pure-bred herd
and so far as appearance and to a large extent
performance, goes, fully equal to animals with
pedigrees.

I wish to speak more particularly of the grade
nerd and the method :of managpment, as this \nl[
be more interesting to a larger proportion of
ceaders who are unable to keep registered stock,
although we think every dairyman should aim at
a pure-bred herd finally. By the way, for the man
whose capital is limited, we should advise buying
a few females that are not pedigreed and wors
1p the herd from these by the use of a registered
sire, rather than risk a lot of possibly borrowed

money, invested in stock, which may be easily
ost, as 1 know of no one way in which a man
without experience, can drop money faster than

vy buying stock which he does not know how to
aandle in order to obtain the best results. In
saying this we are not “‘knocking’’ the pure-bred
stock business, in which we have much faith, but
are throwing out a word of caution, more
sspecially to young dairy farmers who have more
ambition than capital.

Coming back to the grade herd. The time of
ny visit was the latter part of April after an
inusually warm spell of weather. 'The day was
warm, with a storm threatening. On reaching the
‘arm we found all the herd, except the young
:alves, out of doors in paddocks, where they couid
snjoy the fresh air and sunshline, while at the
same time the stable was being aired hy having
11l tne doors and windows open. On entering the
jtable there was an absence of that heavy, impure,
water-closet smell, so common 4in cow-stables.
There are stables that one cannot remain in for
half-an-hour, without the clothing hecoming
3aturated with an odor that is very objectionable.
yet these stables may look clean.

In a few minutes after our arrival the cows were
prought in from the paddock. Ilach cow was
numhbered and each stall was also numbered. The
whole herd of nearly 100 head was put into their
stalls in a few minutes without any of the fuss,
or hallooing, or help of dogs, such as is common
on many farms when the cows are first returned
ro the stable after being outside. After the cows
were gafely tied, the yearling heifers were brought
in, then the stock bull. They were certainly a
ine, healthy-looking, uniform lot of cattle. The
gkin and hair fairly shone with signs of health
The stock was not fat, because fatness is not
necessarily a sign of health, but they wene in
good working condition.

The main bulky feed during the past winter
was corn Silage and mangeks, with meal in addi-
ion for the milkers, but the meal ration was
comparatively light—4 to 8 1hs. per cow daily,
with some extra for the cows giving 60 to 70
Ibs. milk daily. The striking joint about the
herd was the appearance of health and thrift
which characterized each and all animals in the
herd.

Now as to the history of this herd, hecause it
has a very valuable lesson for the dairy farmer
with small means.: I do not think confideng> will
He hetraved, if we give the main facts of the

ase without mentioning names, as the owner
loes not, T am sure, desire too much publicity
I'he herd was estabhlished about five vears aco,
purchase of about 100 yvearling  heifers,
chowere bhouerht in a well-known dairy section
1 b ifers delivered, cost less than twentv-five
| LN vl Owing to the fact that the new
1 roadd thes» heifers were wintered

\ nd part of the second, 1 the old,

i i 1y ventilated stanles which

| virchased hut  just ch
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barn’’ stables which in many cases are such ex-
cellent places for the tuberculosis germs to thrive.

A numler of thes: heifers proved to b2 ‘‘ie .ctors’
to the tuberculin test and were not allowed to
enter the new stable. However, their heif.r calves
were saved, and fed on non-reactors’ milk in the
new barn. None of these calves yroved to be re-
actors when tested at about two years of age,
and there have been few, if any, tuberculous cows
in the herd since established in their new
quarters.  The whole herd show signs  of  health
and vigor such as is not often seen in so large
a number of cows. The heifers and calves also
indicate healthful appearance in every way, show-
ing that this vigor and healthiul condition is
transmissible and can be malintained in the com-
ing gencrations, if due prcciutions are taken.

I fancy the practical man, asking, what ahout
the milk production ? Are these cows any good
at the pail ?

The milk records of this herd showed that they
wpere good producers. The weight of milk given
by each ¢>w varied from & 000 to over 12,000
Ibs. for the last lactation period, which may be
considered very good, especially when we rememher
their rather humble origin, and the fact that the
animals cost originally less than $25 exch. If
the herd were put under the hammer to-day they
would easily average $100 each—probably more,
as there were sonie cows that would bring $150
quite readily at an auction sale in a dairy
cection where cows are properly valued.

Two very important lessons, at least, may be
learnd hy the exveriences with this herd :

1. That a healthy, profitable dairy herd may
be built-up in a comparatively short time and at
very I'ttl- expense by the rearing or purchase of

grade heifers. If a man is a shrewd, carefvl
buyver and has some capital of his own he mayv
easilv. make ten per cent. per annum on his

investment in three to five years. There is
anoarentlv a good opening for a fnumber of dairy
cattle men to rear young cows for sale, as the

FOUNDED 14

HORTICULTURE,

° \
Renovating Old Strawberry Fie

The question regarding the lds‘

renovation

>y ! 0

strawberry patches has never been sett ed der‘t all
o Mite-

‘ Some lelieve it is cheaper
and more profitable to plant g new field
year, while others renovate the field -lflfx cach
crop and take what they claim to be t\v( o
prot.table, consecutive crops. WO or three

_Rmnnmion consists 1n mowing
foliage and encouraging new .u’mn-t'h_
which we have scen to work very
the foliage with a mowing ma
wihich is tilted upwards e
not dig into the ground.
may either be raked off and Lurn
the jatch. When burned \\'nh(:()]utorygll\»];:ed ())ln
grower should light his fire on the \vindWar% ; ‘
and when there is a strong gale blowing Tlg':
slow burning of the foliace on top of tﬁé 1 ;
will tend to injure the crowns. With g sptranta
gale the fire runs speedily, and the heat wil] I
hqcome intense enough to do any severe dam o
Where danger is feared the leaves and grass e
be raked between the rows and burned or talﬁgg
en'irely from the field. Following this g Lout be-
tween each two rows with:a cultivator will uite
loosen up the soil, but in most instances it ig
necessary to use the plough. One or two furrow,
ploughed towards the centra of the space l)etWee:
the ;rows will loosen the soil and at the same
time narrow the width of the row. This system
of renovation is, of course, applicable chieﬁy to
the matted-row svstem of growing herries, and ip
this case the row will vary in width ’hetween
twelve and sixteen inches. After the ploughing
is done a sviked-tooth harrow with the teeth
into ser-
first lencthwise of the row and
t hen crosswise. This
will work up the soil be-
tween the rows and scat-
ter it over the plants
themselves. New prowth
will then start and the
patch of bverries will ap-
pear quite new,

It is a good time,
while cultivation is be
ing carried on, to ferti-
lize the field if any fer-
tilization is necessary.
It has been the custom
sometimes to use about
100 pounds of nitrate oi
soda per acre. Well
rotted manureg would an-

ly amongst growers.

off the g|q
One systen
well is to mg
_ w
achine, the Lar of
nough so the guargg will
The grass gnd leaves

shinting backwards should he brought
Harrow

viae.

swer t he purpose very
w.ll.  Eitoer one would
force new growth so de
srable at this time.
With proper mulching,
the plant as it stands
after reno.ation will

come through the winter
all right and produce &

A Winning Ayrshire at the Ayr Show, Scotland. fair crop of berrfies

demand for milkers of good type and quality is
practically unlimited, at prices which will well
repay the cost of rearing this class of dairy stocx.

2. A clean, healthy herd can be maintained by
simple pn:cautions and care, which may he carried
out on any dairy farm at small cost: We need
clean, light, well-ventilated stables for our dairy
stock and the stock needs to get outside in the
frosh air and sunshine as much as possible. In
addition, the tuberculin test should Le used, the
“‘reactors’’ separated from the healthy animals,
and the calves from the latter to he removed at
once from their dams and be reared on milk from
healthy cows, or milk which has heen pasteurized.

By so doing we should add to the coumfort and
safety of humans who depend so largely on milk
as a food, and in the long run our dairy herds
would lLie more profitable, though there might be
some heavy losses on the start, should a large
percentage of the animals in the herd prove to be
“reactors™ The welfare of the human race
demands that the sacrifice 1 made, but it
re juires united action in order to be eflective.
U'p to the present, thijs has not heen possible or

practicable in a large measure in Am-rica.
O, A C IT. H. DIZAN.
Sondy o Fraser accuses British and Canadian
‘ournalists of laying too much stress upon Ger-
man atrocities, and not enough upon the hravery
v Fring qualities of the Allied troops

Where the grain crops were not too far ad

inced oo trip over the rain-crusted fields with a
veeder ltrht harrow has been found a whole
sore  form of  soil culture, letting 1n air and

warinth, and preserving moisture that later on

needed.

t h e succexding year.
As many as three crops per acre have been taken
from one field where the matted-row system is fol-
I-wed, but generally speasing, the second crop 18
about the limit of protitable production.

- ]
Caring for the Strawberry Crop.
It requlires no small amount of intelligence
persistence and labor to grow a profitable crop .Of
strawberries, but these same attributes are S,tl“
valuable during harvesting. Berries are a perish-
able crop at the best, and without gkilful super
vision the profits may be small indged. 0"_ the
other hand a well-managed patch of berries in 2
favorable season is a money maker.

The following rules regarding handling and
picking s.rawberries in force iu a “veswm‘hmt
exchan:e are printed in a bulletin enmt!ed.
““Strawberry Culture in Wisconsin,”’ and CO"‘T"I‘?’G
by J. (i. Moore, of the Ixperiment Station 11
that State : 1, Berries must not be picked while
there is moisture on plants. 2, Berries should

be pin all over, or three-fourths red. 3, Berri®s
should be picked riper tin cool weather than 13
warm. 4, A picker must not be allowed to hol
more than one or two herries in his hand at the
Ssame time. 5, Filled carriers must not be
allowed to stand in the sun. 6, Berries must hg
picked with a stem a quarter of an inch long an

not longer or
over-ripe,
culls in

g
shorter. 7, Sort out all g”‘}\','(‘]'
niisshapen and small berries. 8, 1

. ; ir-sized
hoxes, put in nothing hut fairsiz
from being

herries, 9, Use clean crates and ke>p $re
soiled. 10, Haul in spring wagon and cover
keep out the dust.
= ke &
'o some growers these appear like

may : X
put the herries ar
the ex
an

formidable list of instructions,
known and brought under the name of t
change which has a reputation to maintain,
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