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If twice ;'or is not erough cultivate again.

—

It's not often that ~The Farmer’s Advocate’’

is puhlishvd on April 1.

—_—

is about due on the farms

The spring “drive”’
a8 well as at the front.

Good roads mean greater efficiency and a
larger earning power for the farm.
I
first day on the

Do not push the horses the

They will do more iater if overdone

land. not

at first.

Toronto paper
Eastern

We read the other day in a

that 8,000 horses are gtill needed

Canada for our army.

from

until the
when the good

Feed the stock well from now grass

is abundant. This is the season

teeder proves his worth.

seed, cultivation and

Over two of these the grow-

Crops depend on soil,

climatic conditions.
er has complete control.

It has been proven that there are many men

in the cities desirous of obtaining farm work, and

men with previous farm experience.

Than
Than
do

“More
“More
made

production
cultivatfon
preparations

to have
must have

the

If we are
Usual”’
Usual.”
it ?

we
to

Are best

of

is really

the end

much

We this is to be
militarism all
accomplished the incalculable gacrifice wtll not be

in vain.

read that war

for time. If so

Anyone can raise good crops on a fertile farm

in favorable seasons, but it takes a real farmer
to get satisfactory returns from a run-down farm
in bad seasons.

Three good questions for the farmer to ask

himself regarding each of his many farm opera-
What What does

it net me? Is it These questions

tioms are : does it cost me?

profitable ?
enswered ensure efficiency and profit.

Twice through the mill may not be enough for

the seed. We recently examined some seed oats
which had been fanned and screened twice, and
yet contained (too many small grains to be

good seed. Run. them through again.

With the appalling slaughter of men in IFurope
8 great deal of the work and of the
future in the decimated regions will inevitably be
done by women Would the world suffer if more
of its administrative aflairs were under their con-
trol and direction

business

Wheat speculators in America might just as
well be cheerful and bhelieve that there is no
“'h')“t at Black Sva ports ready to be rushed to
Western Faurop. as <oon as the Dardanclles are
open; vet West, Iourope helieves  that nntlions
of hushels of R iain wheat gre awalting an exit

Time ; ]
ne will tell i the reckless speculator

Ret @ rude jolt

nmay
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Seeding.
Of all the seasons, Spring is the most welcome
A long Winter of doing chores and
cutting drags slowly the end of
March or first of April and still the
winds are raw and frosts frequent and hard. The
to

on the farm.

wood by when

is reached,
with mouths

stable has bheen crowded marw

scarcer and
scarcer. Ilach day the
“*Surely this backward weather cannot last much

and the days drag on until one morning

fill, and feed unusually dear yrows
brings forth remark,
longer,”’
the song sparrow is heard on every side, the head
up here and there in the
with noisy

bronze grackles, a bob-o-link whistles shrilly from

of the meadowlark bhobs
meadow, the poplars are swarming

the post across the lane, and the balmy breeze out
of the south up of
warm air which carry that lazy spring fecling to

or southwest wafts waves

us all, and make us feel like stretching out for
an hour’s snooze on the sunny side of the cut-
ting on the old straw stack. The fields are dry-
ing rapidly, the last speck of snow quickly
vanishes from the fence corners and the knolls
show white and ready for the seed. The white
spots grow in number and size; the darker land

becomes soiid, and after taking a walk across the
driest field on the farm kicking here and
there at the soil to test its frigahility, the farmer

and

announces that spring is here in earnest and the
land tis ready for the rapid, yet thorough, pre-
paration for the seed.

What joy fills the breast of the boy as he lit-
erally throws the the old team and
hastily hitches to the gang plow or disk harrow
to fill the dead furrows ready for further cultiva-
! There is in most neighborhoods a feeling

harness on

tion
that it is an honor to be the first, and a disgrace
always
to

in seeding operations. It is
land is ready

to be last
hest to be first
work and a thorough cultivation is given, but it
policy to be first at the expense of the
being SOgEY,
as

provided the

is poor
crop, handicapped by
Never “‘mud it in.

sown on a

ASs soon
hitched to

cold, wet soii.

the furrows are filled four horses are
the big spring-tooth cultivator, and back and
forth they go, resting for g short time occasion-
ally to get their shoulders rubbed down ‘and
cooled off to prevent gcalding and resultant
troublesome sores. Once over, twice over; then
the harrow or roller, and then the big driil.
There is always a rush to get the first tield
finished. The careful farmer has his sced all
ready, two bushels measured into each bag, and
he carefully tests his drill to see how it is sow-
the seed

By placirg a known amount 1n

ing.
the land sown by

box at first and “‘stepping oll”’
it he knows exaetly how the drill
seed he

is sowing. I

it, and

it is putting on too little knows

if too much is being sown he has a check on it
This is the only safe plan. It is not wise to
depend on even the best of drills with the most
up-to-date feeds. They are all satisfactory, but

heing sown. IFor

must be regulated for the seed

instance, barley not well hearded will require the

drill set at much more than the amount the
owner wishes to sow, as will also light and long
tailed oats, but therr these should not he sown
After the drill comes the drag harrow—the
Lov's job—the worst of all the seeding work, but
a ‘!.n‘,'\ lewrs never tire while he thinks he 1s do
ine oa man’'s wor When we look back through
the years and remember the tim whin about
five o'ciock irr the afternoon our fourteen-vear old
logs used to tire out, and with a laugh from the
man driving the team on the drill we were

1175

‘grabbed’’ by the nigh leg and hoisted on to the
back of the old gray adding to her burden
for the hour up to six o’'clock, we do not biame
for four
horses on them, and arranging a cart as to
ride behind. The the disk,
vator, the drill and even the plow rides, and why
should not the boy driving the harrows ? After
is now bhelieved that

mare

anyone using wide harrows, putting
S0

man on the culti-

harrowing some roll, but it
it would be better to roll hefore sowing, or if it
is done after, the land should he gone over with
a light This Toll-
ing is a very “sleepy’’ iob, especially if the driver
It is about the

harrow to leave 7a fine mulch.

has heen “out’’ the night before.
hardest place in the world to stay awake on a

warm, sprimg afternoon. In days gone by the
boy was expected to pick the rolling stones of!
the field while rolling; this kept him from dozing,
for he would get so angry at havine to get up
and down from the seat so often that his temper
kept him very much awake, although an oc-
casional stone was roiled down instead of being
picked up. For this and other reasons we be-
Meve stones are now generally picked up on the

stone-boat before seeding or on the wagon after,

making stone-picking a separate job and not

spoiling all the fun of rolling.

Cultivating the soil is the best appetizer in
the world. lle is a sick man who cannot eat
almost everything in ttight when engaged in
spring’s work. There i8S a something about the
smell of newly-stirred soil which makes good
meat and potatoes, fruit, pies and cakes taste
better than at any other season of tire year. A

dyspeptic could eat big meals and digest them f{f
he would spend a few days plowing and cultivat-
ing the soil in spring.

The bane of it all is the chores. Before break-
fast, at noon hour, and after supper chores ! 1t
days on most farms bhecause the seed-
all are
Leams

the

means lony
ing
needed

and hands
the

80

must be “rushed'’ in,

do a
does

and must
this 1is

Where possible this

wor's teams,
When
hours.

he avoided, but it
fifty-ncre farm one man ofterr does ali the work

to

day’'s work. man

about fifteen should

is not always possible On a

outside haying and harvesting operations. He
must work long days. On many 100 acre and
150-acre farms two men do the work, and it is

necessary to keep two teams going, so the chores
fall to the lot of the teamsters  during

geeding as at other times.

weary
Some gre overcoming
and implements
the the
some conditions

teams
man all
and under
On

this four-horse
exclusively.
all the

an

by using

One does seeding,

other chores,

excellent larger farms, of

gystem is possible, and the teamsters
to man

it 18 practice.

courss, more

should not he required a stable

chore,
looking after this work.
With all

lorrgr hours

and
the
vigor, of

of leg-wearying work,

seeding is

its rush
of field and
of excitement, of health
digested—the real begin
the

its chores,

great time and

‘;ig
ning of things.

relished and

Let

meals

ug have best seeding on

record right now.

RBritain now has a serlfous farm-labor

The
the m

Great

problem <ingie men are at the front, and

of

Jeavinge !

lahorers  have

the

gone
cot

many veried farm
also, b fammlies an farmers’

married
but

which cannot he occupicd by other

The

met

tares,

gituation is more or lesg acute,

charactemstic

men

is heing with yrim determina

tion.




