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farm and dairy either reading or planning, 
seem to get out of the habit... _ °f *>ing
either. Spare hours this winter will 
give us the needed opportunity of 
adding to our knowledge and plan­
ning for the future. We 
reap big dividends on the time put in 
in this manner.

"Oh, lie has gone West," was the 
reply. “He 
low, but you know he 
and he said he couldn’t pay 
and still give a decent livii

farm, and his neighbors did their best 
to dissuade him from making such 
a foolish expenditure. Mr. Gilbert is 

of the largest apple 
in Ontario, his income 
thousands of dollars 
whole section is being 
and more to orchardin 
cite many more instances that have 
<ome directly under our observation, 
in which men who, regaldl.ss of the 
smiles of their neighbors, 
out their convictions, and h 
out on top.

There are many young men, and 
old men, too, who in the dawning of 

like to
some form of agri­

culture more remunerative and 
interesting than the farmi 
fathers ; also there are 
to be some who, by their smiles, 
will endeavor to withhold the 
"Tessive ones from their good 
pose. Let us remember in the 
rying out of our New Year’s resolu­
tions that “he who laughs last laughs 
longest,” and in the long 
neighbors will be following 
with us in our new venture.

and Rural Homb hard working fel- wïth

S
was a tenant

ng to his 
wife and children. They say he’s 
doing well out West."
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ÜÏ.“Walt," apparently a hard-work­
ing, self-respecting and ambitious 

had been driven 
the same factor that is driv- 

usands of others out of On­
tario,—high land values. This little 
conversation with variations has 
bably been repeated in 
smith shop and cross roads 
store in rural Ontmio. 
values as high as they are in our best 
fanning sections, it is next to imposs­
ible for the farmer with average 
knowledge and average ability to 
i n ten I

g. We could
‘"I

out of On-

ing thoi ili.''1followed
ave come

polieevery black-
grocery 

With land land
buildis a strong man from the standpoint 

of production. Under his adminis­
tration the United States Depart­
ment of Agi iculture has done much 
to disseminate agricultural informa­
tion throughout the country. The re­
searches of his subordinates along 
agricultural lines havp brought much 
valuable information to light. The 
chief criticism of Secretary Wilson is 
that he has entirely neglected the

this
branch out into

new year of 1913, would

Eimn of their
V

Ian.I 
hat

or rent as the case may 
pay for his hired hel 
fertilizer that he may

the feed and
b riviliy, and then 

himself a 
any wonder 

that tenant farmers, farmers whose 
Places arc heavily mortgaged, and 
young men who are starting in with­
out farms and with little capital, are 
flocking to the cheap lands of the 
West where all of their profits will 
not be absorbed by the landlord or 
mortgage holder ?

have enough kit to pay 
decent living wage. Is it I,

end. He has been too 
eve that all of the economic 

ills of the farmer will be ended when 
he learns to produce 
cally. The attribute most desired in 
the new secretary, when he is ap­
pointed, is well summed up 
cent issue of The Nebraska 
as follows :
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The Evil of Land Speculation
Land speculation is one of the 

greatest hindrances to progress in 
Canadu to-day. This ia true i

and West. In discussing West­
ern problems in a recent issue of the 
Grain Growers' Guide. Mr. Geo. F.

the editor, gives the land 
rat consideration, placing it

THE NEIGHBOR'S SMILE
“Do you grow alfalfa ?" 

ly asked an

K..M
“The bigest problems in agri­

culture now
we recent- 

Eastern Ontario dairy-are economic ones, 
‘‘and it would be a calamity to 
“have

Chi “Tl 
is sin

the L
as is

for ti 
of ba 

1 in 
less t

etion fiNo,” replied he, "I don’t; but I 
would like to give it a trial, 
trouble is that if I fail, 
bors will have the laugh’

This is a reply characteristic of 
many that we hear when farmers are 
asked as to why they have not adopted 
progressive methods, which 
they favor. Too many would-be pro­
gressive farmers fear the scorn of 
their stand-pat neighbors, and rather 
than give them an opportunity to 
laugh at them, they toil along in the 
same deep rut as those around them.

We need to take council with our 
courage and not with our fear. Suc­
cess does not come from thinking 
what our neighbors may say or do, 
but by making our conclusion 
fully and then following 
resolutely. When Jas. San 
at Ormstown, 
first Holstein i

even ahead of the tariff.
“The lend question is one "which af 

l.ots with great seriousness every citi- 
8,1,1 of thV l’r«irie Provinces. At the 
present time land speculators, many 
of whom have never s.en Canada, are 
putting in their pockets at a moderate 
H least W0'000'°00 yearly.
It is nothing uncommon to meet a 
man in the Western cities who has 
made from $260.000 to $1,000.000 in

through land spwulation/^houwdl 
are doing it on a smaller scale, yet 
none of these speculators have 
one dollar’s worth of value in 
for this vast sum of money.

farmer and worker have earned what 
they are not allowed to pocket. The 
peculiar result of conditions is th.t in 
this country where millions of acres 
or virgin land lie idle there i. » 
**rcity of land, that is, there sre 
millions of scree of unused land lying 
close to the railways, but a 
who wishes to use this land is 
nutted to do so until he 
tribute to the ‘deg in th 
speculator.

a secretary of agriculture
“during the next four years who 
“could see nothing but the pro-

I hr
the neigh-

“duction side."
What of the situation in Canada? 

We believe that our Departments of 
Agriculture may be criticized for ex- 
actly the same failing as has drawn 
on Secretary Wilson the rebukes of 
the farm press of the United States. 
Here in Canada, it costs us almost as 
much to market 
does to produce it We believe that j 
our Departments of Agriculture, Do­
minion and Province, would do 
much more good by encouraging the 
formation of cooperative marketi 
societies and in disseminating infor­
mation along marketing lines, than 
they will by devoting their chief 
energies to encouraging larger pro­
duction. Education along produc­
tion lines is all very well and we 
cannot get too much of it, provided 
it is well directed, but education on 
production, unless it is accompanied 
by information as to the marketing of 
what we produce, will do little to 
render farming more prosperous.
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THOSE IDLE HOURS
What are we going to do with 

idle hours this winter? Now that 
the snow is on the ground and fall 
plowing, silo filling, corn husking 
and for the most part, threshing, at 
an end, we can afford to reduce pres- 

somewhat. Even on the dairy 
farm there will be more time on our 
hands than there has been for 
months past. Are we going to read 
and plan, are we going to visit
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gster down 
Quebec, bought the 

in the country, he was 
ridiculed on every hand. His 
bors now look back on 
of the truly great men of their dis­
trict. Jas. Rettie, in Oxford county, 
Ontario, bought Holsteins when a 
person who invented in black and 
whites was not considered 
the head. Oxford

him as one
has paid

f**®ry one can see the facts as set 
forth above, but not every one realises 
to what an extent the land problem 
complicates every other problem in ther„ 
country. Immigration is pouring into 
this country at an enormous rate. 
Thousands and tens of thousands of 
farmers and their families are forced 
to go from fifteen to a hundred miles 
frrm the rsilwey to get chesp or free 
land when there is room and to spare 
to give each family plenty of land 
within ten or twelve miles of the rail­
way lines. The hardships thus impos­
ed upon the women and children on 
the frontier ia often times desperate. 
Domestic help in such cases cannot be 
secured. There are no nurses in such 
places to assist at maternity, and

friends, or arc we gc 
our time in just plain county is now 

known as one of the great Holstein 
centres of Canada. R. 
but little encourage 
cided in favor of l

oing to put in 
“loafing?”

WHY THEY GO WEST
The importance of high land values 

as a factor in explaining why there 
are 100,000 less people in rural On­
tario than there were 10 years ago, 
was well illustrated by a conversation 
overhead by an editor of Farm and 
Dairy at the recent Ontario Fruit 
Growers’ Convention in Toronto.

“And where has Walt gone?" one 
farmer enquired of another, as they 
discussed the friends they had both 
known down in Oxford county.

Calling on our friends is
class way to put in time. We don't 
do enough of it. Family visiting is 
to be highly recommended. Also we 
deserve a little time to loaf after the 
hard work and long hours of the 

But let us not forget that

R. Ness got 
ment when he de- 
the Ayrshire, but 

he braved all ridicule, and to-d 
is the best known and one 
most respected men in the Chateau- 
gmay district of Quebec, ti* greatest 
Ayrshire centre on the American 
tinent. When W. H. Gibson, down 
on the Ontario Lake front, put in 20 
acres of orchard, his father left the
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the profession of farming is one that 
requires much knowledge and thought­
ful planning. In the rush of 
work we don’t get much time for

summer
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