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In the Poultry Yard
Some Common Poultry Troubles
Catarrh.—Catarrh in poultry close­

ly resembles the common "cold in the 
head" of man. It is accompanied by 
sneezing, diilicult breathing and wat­
ery discharge from the nostrils, and is 
apt to develop into roup. Among the 
causes are lack «if ventilation, drafts, 
dampness, exposure, ami improper 
care and feeding. The prevention and 
treatment are much the same as for

Roup.—The following are some of 
the symptoms of the various stages 
of tins infectious disease; pulled or 
swollen eyelids, watery discharge 
from the eyes and nose; eyes swol­
len and closed by offensive, cheesy 
matter, thick gelatinous discharge- 
front the eyes and nose; frothy mucus 
in the mouth and throat, throat cov- 
ered with thick, cheesy matter. In 
the early stages of the disease the in­
flammation can be reduced by bath­
ing the eyes and face of the fowl 
with a mixture composed of equal 
parts of sweet oil and whiskey. The 
fowl should be removed from the 
flock ami ted on soft food. If the 
disease lias reached the offensive- 
stage the fowl should be killed, and 
tin house disinfected with sulphur 
fumes or a three per cent, solution of 
ervolin to prevent the spread of the 
disease. It it is desired to save a 
valuable bird, it is a good plan to 
loosen the discharge in the nostrils 
and eyes, and immerse the head for 
SO or au seconds in a one or two 
per cent, solution of permanganate of 
potash. The treatment should be 
given twice daily until all symptoms 
have disappeared. Roup is most pre­
valent in drafty, overcrowded ami 
dirty poultry houses. The inside of 
the house should be well cleaned, and 
the ventilation and lighting so arrang­
ed that the house will be perfectly dry 
and free from drafts.

Gapes.—This disease usually affects 
only young birds, and as its name in­
dicates, is characterized by the chick 
gaping—opening its mouth at fre­
quent intervals to get breath. As the 
disease proceeds the breathing be­
comes very labored. Gapes result from 
the presence of worms in the wind­
pipe. The windpipe becomes inflam­
ed. and this, together with the worms, 
is apt to cause suffocation of the 
chicken. When the inflammation ex­
tends to the lungs, death usually en­
sues. The worms may be removed 
by the fumes of sulphur or coal tar, 
nr by dropping one or two drops of 
spirits of turpentine or salicylate of 
soda into the windpipe. A fumigator 
can be made from an old barrel. The 
ends of the barrel should be removed, 
and the chickens to be treated placed 
mi a grating inside the barrel. The 
top of the barrel may be covered 
with an old sack, and a plate of burn­
ing sulphur placed on the ground in­
hide the barrel. Instead of using 
sulphur, the inside of the barrel may 
be painted with a mixture of coal tar 
and coal oil. of the sa ne consistency 
as paint. The chickens should be 
watched while under treatment, and 
removed as soon as they show signs 
of being overcome by the fumes; 
Three treatments usually suffice; they 
are given night and morning. The 
worms are killed, lose their hold upon 
the internal surface of the windpipe, 
and the chickens cough them up.

Chickens contract the disease when 
allowed to run on ground which has 
been infested with the gape worm; the 
worms are conveyed from one bird 
to another through the medium of 
food and drink. When the worms have
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purpose, fur they drove the horses, 
and continued to travel with the 
horses and marcs and colts, as they 
«hd before. Then lie tried the experi­
ment of giving them cattle, but after 
the cows had produced calves in the 
spring of the year the Indians travel­
ed and the stock travelled with them. 
Finally he hit upon the idea of 
giving them a stock of poultry, and 
the squaws promptly realized the 
value of the product of the hens in 
the domestic economy, became attach­
ed to the eggs and attached to the 
chickens, ami when the bucks pro­
posed that they should make their 
summer migration, the squaws said 
"No.” The result of the poultry ex­
periment was that for the first time- 
lie was enabled to anchor these In­
dians to the place where the govern­
ment desired to keep them.

There are many boys on the farm 
today who could be anchored to the 
old home if they could be interested 
in a good hen."

“Milk" Chickens
The rearing of “Petit# Poussins,"

or "milk" chickens, is a branch of the 
poultry industry which yields a quick 
and profitable return, but lias not yet 
been much exploited in England. 
These dainty little birds are great 
favorites in Belgium and France, and 
most of those which appear on the 
table of the London epicure come 
from abroad; hut there is an increas­
ing «iemand for "milk" chickens in 
health resorts and the wealthier pro­
vincial towns which might well be met 
by local poultry keepers. The chick­
ens should be hatched in March and 
April, as the Petits Poussins trade 
iloes not extend beyond the end of 
June, and English Game-Dorking, 
Game-Faverolle, and Iloudan-Orping- 
tnn crosses give the best results. Soft 
food only must be given to the birds 
—ground oats, oatmeal, maize-meal, 
or barley-meal mixed with hot milk, 
and a little fat added during the last 
fortnight. Sand or fine grit should 
be supplied, and sweet milk, instead 
of water, for drinking. At six weeks 
the birds weigh from 12 to 14 ozs., 
and are -"Id at la '"I S# They are 
fasted for a few hours before byng 
killed, then are plucked (but not 
drawn), tied with fine string so as 
to throw up the breast, and are pack­
ed in flat cardboard boxes contain 
ing one dozen, with rice-paper round 
each bird For private trade they can 
be finger-drawn and neatly prepared. 
They are very sweet, tender, and 
nourishing, and an ideal delicacy for 
an invalid.—E. Roberts.
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