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THE POSITIVENESS OF LIFE IN
CHRIST.

1 Jon~ 1. ¥-10.

If we weigh the state of the church, we shall find
n great deal of what is negative in the Christian
life, and contentedness with what is negative, For
example, a man sees sin, he takes for granted that
there must be sin in him, and it is true and well
that he should know it, providing it be not work-
ing ; he sees the blood of Christ and is happy. If
his flesh is kept in check as to positive sin, and the
blood of Christ is seen, he is content. That is what
I call negative—a person settling in himself that
sin is, and is met by the cross of Christ. (It is not
as speaking lightly of the cross that I say this,
There is nothing like the cross. God Himself is
glorified by it. The glory we can have with Christ.
On the cross He was alone.)

This condition flows greatly from all that is of
nature not having been judged, and the heart then
occupied with Christ. When there is a positive
life in exercise which attaches itself to Him, and
sees the excellency in Him, it never can be satisfied
~ without seeking to have, and to be, that which it
sees in Him. Being free from sin, freed, if you
please (for when this word is used in Scripture it
refers to slavery), there is the positive activity of
delighting in Christ. The heart is so far delivered
from sin as to delight positively in Christ.




