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sical suffering or disgrace, is strongest or most pro-
nounced between forty-five and fifty years of age.
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The contemplation of the above table is not cal-
culated to animate the drooping courage of the de-
spondent, and there is nothing cheering in the follow-
ing record of the methods employed by miserable
mortals to cut
“the knotty thread of life.”
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The medical directors of the great company pre-
senting this history of their experiences say that the
wgelection of method seems to depend almost en-
tirely upon convenience and opportunity.” Of course
the temperament of the individual and his habits of
thought may lead him to find some novel way out
of this vale of tears; but the above table shows that
shooting, poison, hanging and drowning are the
usual modern means of exit. Suicide is not a pleas-
ant subject to dwell upon. Yet this grim and ghastly
record, compiled by only one company, is a shocking
bit of evidence of the prevalence of the sin, if sin it al-
ways is, of seli-destruction.

——————————
Bank Canada is not alone in showing some
c diminution in bank clearings. Accord-

ing to the New York “Chronicle,” the
total clearings in the United States last week amount-
ed to $1,437,700,000, against $1,438027,000 for the
corresponding week of last year. The falling off is
really greater than these figures indicate, as business

was somewhat interrupted in the last week of October,
1899, by the Dewey celebration. The “Chronicle”
says that, in spite of the comparison, a very fair vol-
ume of business is being transacted, especially when
it is remembered that lessened speculation and lower
prices on many products tend to diminish the total
clearings. The Middle and New England States have
been showing  considerable  shrinkages, while the
Western and particularly the Southern States have
been reporting gains over last year.

The shrinkage in Canadian bank clearings has been
quite marked during the past six months, although
there are no signs, outside of the Stock IExchange,
of any curtailment in the general business of the
country. The following table shows the totals of the
Montreal clearings for the past six months compared
with the same period in 1899.

1809 1900

Aprilieesss cvvanrinonn sannenannane 61,249 867 55,915,530
ay . . 3,607 62,332 061
June..oee o 48 65,543.761
July wuues g 61,293,208
Augnst... o ve " 63,115,690 58,220,720
September. ..o .iiien conn 64,163,437 57,686,275
$387,268,731 $361,000,645

The reduction is doubtless due in large measure
to the depression which has overshadowed all the
departments of the Stock Exchange and especially
the mining market, since the opening of the year.

London papers, complaining of similar dullness, ex-
press regret that, at the very moment when we were
able to sce the end of the war in South Africa, there
should loom up another, and a possibly graver crisis
in China. War invariably brings depression and de-
spondency in its train, the natural results of the inter-
ruption to the peaceful pursuits of industry.

-
AGENT AND ASSURED.

We have seen it somewhere stated that the insur-
ance agent makes the business, but that few managers
practically recognize the fact.  So much has been
said and written about the local fire insurance agent
that we hesitate to recall the remarks of a writer on
insurance topics, who, in lamenting the passing away
of what he styled the “old school local fire insurance
agent,” who faithiully guided the company's best
interests, regardless of his temporary loss or gain,
said -—

“Tt must be remembered that the local agent of the
present day is what agency managers have made
him. As the old local agents died they were suc-
ceeded by their sons, nephews, clerks, etc., and by
paying high commissions and winking at tariff vio-
lations, if indeed not encouraging them, officers of
companies have done much to lower” the high stan-
ard which obtained among the old-time agents who
built up the fire insurance business.”

That the local agent is a very important factor in
the business of insurance has seldom been more clear-




