
sen tod a company of ministers seated It was difficult to leave when we felt In m my elia« without avail,
shout a table with their pipes, presum- that we had stayed as long as we ought. Tl1"11 h**1 *Pent thy life for the Holy Grail;
ÂbriwZisîJehowintoSu^ detaining^ ur^rl^t^s^wht^wé

picture, as well as six swans and the attempted to leave. Finally, when we Tbia water HiaYlooif that died on the tree; 

White Mountains, which loom up in the were out of the door, he called to us and The Holy Supper is kept, indeed,
distance. The entire affair was more wished us to notice his elms. He pointed v wï w;,h.tt,,;'th‘'r r nfie<1 =
valuable for its antiquity than for. artistic out one which he said was the biggest in pôr t|le gift without the giverTe hares
merit. Above the picture is an inscrip- the State, “But,” he added, “I suppose Who gives himself with hi* aim* feeds threat
tion to which Mr. lowell pointed with it is not large to a Californian." Himself, his hungering neighbor and me."
the remark : '• It is a very good motto.” The easy grace and delightful sim- The sequel tells how .Sir Launfal woke 
It read : “In essentials, unity; in non- plicity of the poet in his own home are from his dream exclaiming that “The 
essentials, liberty ; inu’l things, charity.” beyond all praise. He was one of nature’s Grail in my castle here is found.”

We were shown a portrait of Browning, noblemen—too great to lie small.— __ ____________
painted by the son of Mr. Lowell’s story Up worth Herald.
"he “Story ” of his travels).

One of our party spoke to the poet 
about a sweet face that hung above the
mantel in the front study. Mr. Lowell ANNE of the 6nest of I»well’s poems. T OWELL’S letters are looked upon as 
said in reply: “That was Mrs. Lowell.” and perhaps the best known, is 8<>0(* literature, and were written
There was a peculiar sadness in the past “ The Vision of Sir Launfal," by a mBn w*‘° 8ave himself to gen-
tense. And then we thought of his first which he is said to have dashed off in a era* literature. It is interesting to see 
wife, the beautiful and fragile Maria kind of inspired ecstasy of forty-eight bow t-bey are fairly saturated with the 
White, Inrself a poetess, highly gifted hours, scarcely eating or sleeping. The Bible and to learn from them how much 
and attractive, whose body was too frail poem is a great Christian parable. influence the Bible must have had in
to linger long on this earth and whom he Sir Launfal was a knight of the North forming Lowell’s delightful style. The 
laid away after nine years of loving com- Country, who made a vow to travel over dim* quotations are not numerous 
panionship. His home was then a “ dead sea and land in search of the Holy Grail, dozen, perhaps; it is rather that the 
house.” Before ho departs he sleeps, and in the Bible words and phrases and figures have

“ For it «lied that autumn morning dreams of the night he sees a vision of become a part of the warp and woof of
When she, its soul, was borne what is and what will be. As from the bis writings. At least 125 references

To lie all «lark <m the hillside proudest hall in the North Countree Sir fru,n twentv-five different books of the
That looks over woodland and corn." Launfal flashed forth in his unscarred Bible cal‘ be found in the Letters, and

i spent in the studv we mail, he saw a leper crouching by his these are not merely from the familiar
were shown the entrance hall. There 8Ate, “who begged with his hand and books as Genesis and the Gospels, nor
was a clock that had run more than two moaned as he sate." A loathing came 8u°b use of Bible similes as is found in
hundred years, also a brass-bound chest over ®*r Launfal ; for this man, so foul ev®ry writer ; but he goes to Samuel,
that Mr. Lowell brought from Spain. and bent, seemed a blot on the summer King8. Joel, Jeremiah, Homans and Rev-

The hall is colonial in its style, having morn. “So he tossed him a piece of gold dations. The references, too, many of
ample room and an old fashioned stair *n scorn.” Years seemed to pass. Sir them, show an intimate knowledge of

poet praised it as one of the Launfal, old and grey, returns from his Scripture, as if he had maintained his
most attractive apartments in his house, weary quest, to find his heir installed in resolution of 1837, “ I mean to read next

An inspection of the dining room was his place. The seneschal rudely turns term, if possible, a chapter in my Bible
next in order. Besides the usual furni- him away from his own gate. every night.”
ture of such a place there was a deeply- 
carved cabinet from Florence, valuable 
for its antiquity and the exquisite beauty 
of the workmanship. On the walls were 
portraits of some of the noted men who 
had dined in that room, among the 
number being Thackeray and Th
Hughes. Mr. Lowell continued talking hears once more the leper’s voice, 
nil the time most delightfully. Christ’s sweet sake, I beg no alms.” Sir

When my friend mentioned the fact Launfal turns to the sound and sees again 
that he was a Methodist preacher, Mr. “ the gruesome thing,” the leper ooweri 
Lowell gave us an account of an early beside him lone and white, “ as the 
New England preacher of that denomina- isles of the northern seas, in the desolate 
tion who was mobbed, and afterwards, horror of his disease.” 
when asked how he felt, said : “ I felt as 
though
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LOWELL AND THE BIBLE
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THE HOLY GRAIL. BY WILLIAM D. MURRAY.
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After some time

case. The

rle ho recked of 
more on his i

his earldom’s loss, 
sun-out was blazo

LOWELL’S ADVICE ABOUT READING.

A MONO the letters of James Bussell 
XX Lowell is one to a young lady who 

had asked his advice in regard to 
so inspiring

---------------------- ri—.—___ _ are limited,
suggestive to everyone who wishes to 

make the most and best of himself, that

ne«l t In-

But deep in his s iul the sign he wore,
The badge of the suffering and the poor.

Ae Sir Launfal sits down in the snow 
outside and muses of summer chimes, he 

“ For

His reply is

no one can afford to miss it.
J mg “ The advantage of study, I suspect, is 

ice not in the number of things we learn by 
it, but simply that it teaches us the one 
thing worth knowing not what, but 
how, to think. Nobody can learn that 
from other people ; but I am inclined to

V

nfal said, “ I behold i 
An image of Him who died on the- tree ; 
Thou also hast hail thy crown of thorns— 

hast also had the worlds buffets a

Anil Sir Lan
God and I were alo-ie in that

think that one may get a reasonably good 
education out of any first-rate Ixsik, if

y
poet then told us of the first 

Methodist preacher he ever met. He 
was a man who did not advertise his 
profession or his denominational predilec
tions in his personal appearance. Mr. 
Lowell said that many years ago this 

him about the stuc

I
thy life were not denied 

wounds in the hands and feet
read in the right way. Take Dante or 
Milton, for example. If you like or dis
like a passage, insist with yourself on 

You are al-

The *°

Mild Mary’s Son, acknowledge me ; 
lold, through him, I give to thee

0 ■ ii>-1 -î-!-
d

Bel !"I- knowing the reason why.
So he parted in twain his single crust, ready unconsciously learning rhetoric in 

dy of and broke the ice on the streamlet’s the best way. Then ask yourself what 
Italian, and had a copy of Renan’s “Life brink, and gave the leper to eat anil is contemporary and what perdurable in 
of Jesus ” under his arm “I asked him drink. Then lo, a wondrous transforma- his theology, and the like. You are not 
how he came to have an interest in Henan, tion! only studying the history of his time,
4 My calling would naturally give me Ae Sir u„nf*i muBC«| witll a .lowncast fate, but also, what is vastly more importent,
an interest in him,’ he replied. Pardon A light eliono round alsmi the place ; learning to look with deeper insight at
me, but may I ask what your calling is?” The leper no longer crouched at his side, that of your own time. You see what I
Wh-ii Mr. Lowell found that he wan a ll-t .too,! tofo™ him «(oriffcd mem. If all rond»
Methodist preacher ha .aid he w„, g,ad to a, "hf
see him, tor ho had never seen one before. Gate. -

roan came to see

il

lea-1 to Home, so doy
all roa«ls lead out of Home to every pro
vince of thought. What one wants is to 
enlarge his mind anil make it charitable 
and capable of instruction and enjoy
ment from many sides. When one has 
learned that, he has Itegun to lie wise."

d
The result of that interview was that 
Mr. Lowell taught him Italian and after 
wards Spanish. This incident shows the 
hospitality of Mr. Lowell’s nature.

Him«i-lf the Gate whereby men can 
Enter the temple of God in Man. 
An«l the voice t

“ Lo, it is I, lw not afraid !

hat was calmer than silence
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