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it would be difficult for him to shut the 
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prepared comb.

I hope that 1 have made this matter 
plain. Mr. H. L. Case told us that he 
had over 100 fine queen-cells built out 
un one comb, and after the queens had 
hatched from these cells, the amount of 
unconsumed royal food left in them 
would indicate that the queens did not 
lack food at any time during the time of 
their development.

The honeyypreducer who desires to 
rear his own queens, particularly when 
he wishes to requeen towards the close 
of the honey reason, may tear by the 
above method a large number of good 
i|ueens, rear the cells during the honey- 
flow, the most favorable time to rear 
them, and have them îeady to take the 
place of removed queens, too old, mis- 
mated or otherwise inferior. No one is 
better placed to select good bleeding s ock 
than the honey producer himself, but it 
requires close watching and a coriect and 
careful record. Herein the honey-pro
ducer often fails.

Naples, N. V.
—From the American Bee Jcurn 1.

BACK ENTRANCES TO HIVES

By C. W. Carter

After experimenting for a few weeks 
on Mr. Holloways's idea, I would like 
to point out the advantage and d sadvan- 
tnge of back entrances to hives, and then 
to give an idea which is new to myself 
as well as a good many more people.

The Advantages of Back Entrances
In very hot weather the interior of the 

hives keep much cooler as the cool and 
refreshing air has only to be forced in 
-me entrance and it goes out of the other 
entrance without any labour on the part 
uf the bees. In the present class of hives 
that aie made the bees have to force the

air in the entrance ; there are then bees 
scattered about inside the hive forcing 
the air wherever it is needed. Tlieie are 
also a number of lees to force impure air 
out. Very near all this unnecessaiy wo.k 
i- ('one away with when there aie en
trances on the supers, and very rarely 
are there any bees clustered on the out 
side of the hives. Besides there is very 
little danger of any comb melting down 
in the hot weather. When there are 
back entrances the bees, finding their 
homes much cooler and more comfoitable, 
are less apt to swarm. With back en
trances on the supers, as Mr. Holloway 
suggests (1 see ai other way of having the 
entrance on the present class ol hives, 
which, 1 think, is letter), the air passing 
more freely in the sujiers helps to ripen 
the nectar, also to evaporate the water, 
which it contains, more easily. There 
is also another advantage : as most of the 
bees go in and out of the back entrance 
as they come in loaded with nectar, they 
have not got to climb over the brood 
frames and then into the supers to de
posit their treasure ; they have only to 
climb up the super frame until they find 
a cell ready to deposit the load and then 
they are off for another load ; so they 
therefore save a little time on each trip, 
which amounts to a great deal every day, 
to a colony of bees. With back entrances 
in very hot weather, 1 fancy the bees, 
having better ven.dation, would live lon
ger and they would be healthier, and 
they would not be so liable to diseases. 
Pure air is also essential for the hatching 
of the bees. I have found out that the 
bees use the entrance to the supeis much 
more frequently than tne bottom entrance.

The Disadvantages of Back Entrances
In the fitst place 1 find it is necessary 

that each hive should slant forward to
wards the bottom entrance. This is do; e 
by elevating the back of the hive, for 
these reasons : to facilitate the carrying 
out of dead bees and other useless sub
stances, and so that water will run off 
the covers ; also to prevent the rain beat.


