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BACK ENTRANCES TO HIVES

By ( W. Carter
\iter experimenting for a few weeks
n Mr. Holloways's idea, I would like

point out the advantage and d'sadvan

ige of back entrances to hives, and then
I« Ve

an idea which is new to mysell

well us a good many more people

The Advantages of Back Entrances

In very hot weather the interior of the
ves keep much cooler as the cool and
efreshing air has only to be forced in
ne entrance and it goes out of the other
enfrance without any labour on the part
[ the bees. In the present class of hives

that are made the bees have to force the
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air in the entrance; there are then bees

scattered about

inside the
the air wherever it 1s needed. There are

also a number of bees to force impure air
out

hive forcing

Very near all this unnecessaly wo.k

1~ done away with when there are en

trances on the supers, and very rarely

are there any bees clustered on the out

side of the hives. Besides there is very

little danger of any comb melting down

in the hot weathe When there are
back entrances the bees, finding their

homes much cooler and more comfortable,
With
supers, as M

are less apt to swarm back en
trances on the Holloway

uggests (1 see arother way ol |m\mg‘ the

entrance on the present class ol hives,
vhich, I think, is better), the air passing
more freely in the supers helps to ripen
the nectar, also to evaporate the water,
which it contains, more easily I'here
is also another .IVI-‘xl\"l_v as most of the

bees go in

and out of the back

as they come in loaded with

entrance

necrar, they
have not got to climb over the brood
frames and then into the supers to de
posit their treasure Y||~_\

have only to
climb up the super frame until they find
v cell ready to deposit the load and then
Yiw‘\ are off lor

another load; so they
therefore save a little time on each trip,
vhich amounts to a great deal every day,

to a colony of bees. With back entrances

in very hot weather, 1 fancy the bees,

M.I\HI; be tter

ven ilation, would live lon

healthier,
liable

air is also essential for the hatching

ger and
I}u-_\
Pure

of the

they would be and

would not be so to diseases

bees. 1 have

found out that the
bees use the entrance to the supers much

more lell!'llll_\ than tne bottom entrance
The Disadvantages of Back Entrances
In the fust place I find it is necessary

that should

wards the bottom entrance

each hive

slant forward to

This is do: e
by elevating the back of the hive, for
these reasons: to

dead

and so

facilitate the
other

carrying

out of bees and

that

useless sub

stances, water will run off
the covers;

; also to prevent the rain beat




