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Zacchaeus the Publican.*

BY REV, WAVLAND HOYT, D. D.

He entered and was passing through Jeri-
cho (v. 1). *“To’ get the full meaning of
this incident the reader must remember the
two-fold character of Jericho. It was a city
of both priests and publicans. Thus religion
and commerce met her without mingling,
and Christ is choosing the house of Zic-
chieus of the rabbis and priests of Judaism ;
and this on a journey to the capital where,
as all His followers believed, He was about
to establish the thescracy. It is not strange
that ‘they all murmured.”

Chief publican (v. 2). Better, chief tax-
gatherer. The collection of the Roman taxes
was carried on under Zaicchaeus as head
ofiicer. No men were more despised by
usual Jews than publicans, since they gave
themselves to the gathering of the revenue
of the hated Roman governm:nt, and were
reputed extortioners.  Of course, all this
odium would focus on the head officer.

And he was rich (v. 2). Specially notice
that Jesus did not demand of Zacchaeus as
of the young ruler that he part from his
riches, Thetest of supreme devotion to
Christ is not the same in all cases, though
the demand is invariable.

He sought to see Jesus (v. 3). Undoubt-
edly reports of our Lord’s kindness to tax-
gatherers and sinners had reached Zacchaeus.
He wonld get sight of such a one. Let the
fame of Jesus, as the kindly and welcoming
one, urge you to seek Him. However o'hers
may despise and disdain, Jesus never will.

Cculd not for the crowd (v. 3). See how
Zacchaeus triumphed over hindrances: (a)
The crowd : often now a crowd will keep
from Christ, especmlly an unsympathetic
and sneeiing crowd ; 'low many times have
men told me, “I would be a Christian, did 1
not fear the jeers of my crowd”! (4) His
own physical disability ; how many times
men say, “My passionate nature, the physi-
cal habits 1 have got :nto, prevent my seek-
irg Chrst ™!

Climbed up into a sycamore-trce (v. 4).
The tree was the Egyptain flag, which has
low, horizontal branches into which one can
easily swing himself,

He was to pass that way (v. 4). He puts
himself in the way of Christ, Are you not
sure that if you would do similarly to Zac-
chaeus, be determined, refuse to let difficulty
master you, put yoursell under religious in-
fluences ; for example, not shun the church
and revrval meetirgs, but attend them, you
would certainly find Chnist ?

Zacchaeus (v. 5). There comes the per-
sonal, inviting call of the seeking God to us,
even the call by name. Have you not heard
i?

For to-day I must abide at thy house (v. 5)
Christ will thoroughly identify Himself with
Zacchaeus. Whom all clse disdain Jesus
welcomes.  Jesus invites to forgiveness, fel-
lowship with Himself. But mark that “make
haste.” Do not slight or put off acceptance.

And he made haste, and came down, and
received him joyfully (v. 6). Notice the
ewift acceptance, the reception of Jesus;
Zacchaeus took Christ into his heart and

home ; the consequent joy. The utmost
joy is personal acceptance of Christ,

I give (v. 8). The verb is in the present
tense. But “the present is used for the
future in Greek, ‘when an a action, sull
future, is to be designated as good as already
present, either because it is already firmly
resolved upon, or because it follows accord-
ing to some unalterable law.” The fruits of
genuine conversion begin  immediately to
appear in Zacchaeus. The chief sin has
hitherto been wi h Zaicchaeus ahout his
money-getting. Immediately he will cease
from that sin, and, as far as possible, will at
once set to rights the wrong he has thusdone.
Instead of being covetous he will be gener-
ous, he will use his wealth as one intrusted
with it should, as a steward.

I restore fourtold (v.8). Zicchaeus will
at once set himself at making restitution.
“The Mosaic law (Num. §:6, 7) requires;
when restitution was voluntary, that a fifth
more than the sum unjustly taken should be
restored. The promise of Zacchaeus includes
much more.” Zarchaeus will outstrip the
mere letter of the law ; he is- determed to be

Prayer.

Mest terciful and blessed God, we come,
in the name of )esus, our elder Brothe', to
seek Thy blessing. How much this can con-
vey of light, strength, peace joy, we have
never yet fully known : we pray that we may
do so now ; for it is Thy favor which makes
heaven whn it is ; the absence of it makes
hell what itis. O Lord, bless us! Thou
knowest our condition and our needs, and
Thou canst give blessings to us in the way
most suited to our wants.  If any of usare
not Thy children by faith in Christ Jesus,
Lord, by Thy Spirit, make ussuch, If we
are, improve us daily, by making us more
like Thyself. We would be wholly Thine,
would follow Thee fully, would cleave unto
Thee with full purpose of heart. Help our
weakness and confirm the desire of our souls.
We would cling to the cross, lfmh we mld
come to the f d; by
faith we would nppmpnate to ourselves the
perfecc righteousness of Thy Son, and we
azy that for His sake our consciences may

purified and calmed and our sins be all
forgiven.—Selected.

Hop>.

The difference betw.en discouragement
and juyful worll is made by hope. It is the
most b d of task- s. He who works

exactly right. “What a marvellous chang
such a conversion of every person in a com-
munity would make ! A change that would
reach the pocket and cause full restitution

with hope before him knows not fatigue, and
feels not pain  He who works without it is
a slave lashed to his toil by an inexorable
and ty: | The farmer plies

for all gains from ch over-
sharp trading ; of restitution for slander ol
good name : for depreciation of

y.
his hoe in one furrow, his boy toils in the
next one.  The work is an almost unendur-

of work.”

To day is salvation come to this house (v.
9). The result of such conversion is im-
mediate salvation ; “to-day” it coines,

A son of Abraham (v. 9 ) Zacchaeus was
such by physical descent ; he is now such
inwardly and spiritually (Rom. 2:28,29) ; he
is a Christian.  And this 1s the mission of
the Saviour, to seck and save the lost, not
in their sin, but from their sin. Let Him
thus save you. He is seeking you that He
may,

Herod's Remorse,

When Herod heard of the fame of Jesus,a
species of resurrection occurred. The night
of bacchanalian revel came back ; the holy
prophet's blood dripped upon the palace
floor again ; and the soul said, This Jesus is
the man whom I murdered! There is, so to
speak, a moral memory as well as a memory

Ci

able burden to the boy, who is without fore-
sight; it is no burden to the father, for hope
stands before him, and points to _a vision of
autumnal glory with waving grain and well-
filled store-houses. Hope makes the dif-
ference between the nurse and mother.
The one toils in mental tasks, because her
Gaily bread depends upon her daily fidelity.
The other looks forgard, sees the girl bud-
ding into beautiful womanhood, the boy into
a refined manhood, and gladly endures.
Blessed 15 the Christian who works cheered
by the sure hope of his Master’s final victory.
He cares little for the tears now, for he can
look forward to the hour when he shall come
to the harvestshome, brmgmg his sheaves
with him, He bears easily the noise and the
wounding of the battle, for he hears pro-
phetically the music of victory, and knows
that he follows a Captain who has never
known defeat, and that the joy of victory,
like the joy of the harvest, shall more than
for all life's weary toil and all

that is merely intell writes
in blood. She may brood in long nlence.
but she can not forget. All the universe
helps her recollection. Every leaf of the
forest contains her indictments, and every
voice of the air prompts her remembrance.
The revel passed, the dancing, demon-heart-
ed daughter went back to her bloodthirsty
mother, the lights were exungultbed, and lhe
palace relapsed into the d ord:

but the prophet’s blood cried with a cry not
to be stifled, and angels with swords of fire
watched the tetrarch.night and day. All men
are hed. The sheltering wings of the
unseen angel are close to every one of us.
The eye seems but an infinitesimal portion
of what is around—we are hemmed in with
God. Thu great truth we forget; but ex-
which for a
rend the veil, and give us to see how

Golden Text.—The Son of manis come toseek
and to save that which was lost.—Luke 19:10,
Fourth Quarter, Lesson XI., December 16 Luke
191410,

public is our most secret life —how the
angels hear the throb of the heart, and God
counts the thoughts of the mind.—Joseph
Parker,

earth's strife and conflict.—The Common
Feople.

Quiet Usefulness.

An empty wagon makes more nolu than
one that carries a heavy frui
The most quiet lives are often t e mott use-
ful. Dr. John Hall once said: “The mael-
strom attracts moré notice than the quiet
fountain; a comet draws more attention than
the steady star; but it is better to be the
fountain than the maclstrom, and star than
comet, following out the s and orbit of
quiet usefulness in which places us.”

Queen Victorias pmoul tmily is a very
e e s
ughters. ve t| -two
her gnnd-chlldnn. and there are thirty four
-gnmkhlldren. making a total o{ seve
enty-three




