THE NATURE OF “NERVOUSNESS” 29

In answer, the majority of modern psy-
chologists and psychopathologists affirm the
existence of a subconscious personality. One
needs only mention James, Janet, Ribot,
McDougall, Freud, Prince, out of a host of
writers. Whether they are right or not,
or whether we now deal with a new fashion in
mental science, this can be affirmed — that
every human being is a pot boiling with
desires, passions, lusts, wishes, purposes, ideas,
and emotions, some of which he clearly rec-
ognizes and clearly admits, and some of
which he does not clearly recognize and which
he would deny.

These desires, passions, purposes, etc., are
not in harmony one with another; they are
often irreconcilable and one has to be
smothered for the sake of the other. Thus
a sex feeling that is not legitimate, an illicit
forbidden love has to be conquered for the
sake of the purpose to be religious or good, or
the desire to be respected. So one may struggle
against a hatred for a person whom one should
love, — a husband, a wife, an invalid parent,
or child whose care is a burden, and one
refuses to recognize that there is such a
struggle. So one may seek to suppress jeal-




