
( 53 )
fiibjC(aofAcadia,<Jie<iecifion of which had
been referred to the commifoies of both na^
tions. The objedt of a .preliminary conven-
bcm was now laid afKl^. though p^opofed as
the only method to prevent hoftilitics, and to
enable the two -rowiis to negociatc in an ami*cabk manner 1 h« brought the very ground?
of th€ quarrel on the carpet, but it Me then
coiu^rncd England, which aimed only atgaming t.-ic, which was now drawing near'
that pel .,

., in which herenterprifes m5l be-come puWk.
The 15th of July news was received atLondon of the taking of two French vdTcls,

the Abide and the Lys, attadked on the banks'

5hn^ T^^"^ „^y ^^"^"^^ Bofcawen.
whofe words were all wo««s ofpeace till fuch
time as his artillery was in a fitua^ion to fire
into the very fhim, point blank, or till hehad come within half a cannon fliot. Ifanv
thing could exceed the furprife of his ma-
jelty s ambaffador in London at diis piece of
news, itmuft have been occafioned^ by the
infinuation of one of the Englifh miniflers in
afcribing fuch evident hoftilities to a miftake •

nay the fecretary of IJate would fain perl
fuade hini that this event ought not to break
the thread ofthe negociation. No doubt but itwouM have been more advantageous to the
Britifhminiftry, had France gon^e on nego-
ciating till fuch time as they received a certln
account of the execution of «-K • -
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