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of the Baakalohewaa, he wooU have taken op hii gan and fonght aide by aide with

the haU-braeda (oheera and hiaaea). The half-breed tront>le oegan aoon after we
oblalnef poaaeaaion of the Territory. They were the daaoendanta ef French-

Oanadiana who had gone up there in oonneouon with the trading oompaniaa, and
when thMloTammant took over the ooantry they fonnd it neOeeaary to extlnguiah

the Indiin title in theae half-breeda by giving them certain oonoeadona. Oovemor
'ArohlbaUl, the Oovemor of Manitoba at the tlme^ waa inatmoted to make an enfl>

meration of the half-breeda, aa a preparation to decide how their intereata ahonld

be protected, and their welfare looked after. At thla time 1.400.000 aorea of land,

waa aet aaide for the parpoee, and when Oovomor Archibald had flniahed the

enameratiqn, the (lovfmment decided to give each man 140 aorea. Subaeqaently a

diflbrent mWthod of dealing with the famlliee waa adopted, and they were to have

100 aorea each iqatead of 140. The Oovemment waa engaged in aettling thL| matter

when, Sir .Tohn Maodonald being defeated, hia Oovemment went out and Mr.
Mackenzie oame in. It waa the oounden duty of Mr. Maokende'a Oovemment to

have gone on and aettled the matter. They djkl not do ao, and the preparatioaa made
fell throngh. Inatead of neglecting it altogether, Mr. M. Ryan, of Montreal, waa
employed by\tfao(}ovemment of Mr. Mackenzie to make the enumeration. When
he nad flniaheld that, itwm anppoaed that 229 aorea of land wonld be given to each

half-breed. Bat In the meantime, the .half-breeda of St, Laarent, Qu'Appelle, and
other placea, l^d moved oif their raMrvationa, and became loattered through the

Tarritoriea, and thia faol greativ embarraaaed the qaeation. and made it almost

bnpoaalble to foUow oni the divlalon agreed on. Afterward! the half-breeda who had
moved off aakadttoJiave their land aUotmenta too. On June 14, 1876, Mr. Mills,

who waa th^Mfniater of the Interior, wrote to Mr. Ryan, aaklng him if he wonld
accept a oommTaalon to aettle theae claims. Mr. Ryan received no other ii^tmotions.

On tne«3rd of Mibvh foUpwing he wrote to the Minister that the half-breeda were
Boatllered|41 qvet |he North-weat, and nnleaa he went after them and aettled their

granta there%onla be great difBioolty in the matter. He apprehended that U he
most traat to the poinoldenoe of meeting with thoae who had olainia, the mnlt
wooid not. be aatisfaotory, nor would tbe work of distribution be finished for many
years. To this letter no answer was sent for some time, and I anbmit that If Mr.
Mills was as anxiousAto have the olaima aettied aa he now pretends to have been, hi

ought to have Instraoiked Mr. Rvan to make the teip and settle the claims. He
"

not do that Hero is Mr. Mills' direction to Mr. Ryan in answer to that letter, uid
to appreciate its full s^mlflcanoe you must rtomember that hels one of the moat bitter

opponents we have, ano^^in his newspapor and on the stump attacks the Oovemment
day after day, in aeaaoii and ont of aeaaon, for onr indifference and neglect of this

very thing. Here are hi* words to Mr. Ryan :— /

"It ia not nnoti—rr to look up tha proofa to tho half-braada* oUimt. Iff they oare forthalr

intereata they will themwlvea on^me forward and eatabllib their claimn—D.M." (Laufhter.)

That was how "D. I4." regarded .their claims. Nothing more was done for

two years, when Mr. Ryan wrote to the Minister recommencUng an extension of

time for one year to give thwe people a chance to present their proofs. Again, Mr.

Ryan writes :—" The half brMos are pressing me lor an answer. Will the time be
exiendiad ?" To this Mr. Mills answers with a statement that V'tho matter ta under
oonsldoration, and Mr. Due will probably be anthorlzed to extend the time, and
that It was their purpose to apnoint his Dominion Land Agent to investigate the

olalins." That was how Mr. Ml|]s acted. Five years after he appoints a gentleman
to investigate theae claims, he refuses him the means to do so, and two years later

^e tells liun In reply to an urgent commnnioation that he has the matter of the ex-

tension of tlmc^nnder oonslderatlott, and Is about to appoint a Dominion Land Agent
to investigate. Well, Mr. Ryan Went to Qu'Appelle on lihls business and sent In

the bill. It was for honest work don^, yet Mr. Mills was so Indignant that he should

attempt to hnnt np^tke men and thejvoofs that he refused to pay tha bill of f75,
and it was pald/OTthe Ccmservative Govemment on their retnm to power, and the

man Ryan was a bitter opponent of Sir John 'Maodonald ; bat he deserved to be
paid for Uinionest work. W« have ^ records In th^ Department to show the

oonrseofue Oovemment,' oxoept such scraps of memoranda on the baoks of letters

snob as yl»u are familiar idth ; and a report prepared by Col. Dennis nnder instrao-

tions, wlftoh may be takon probably to_lndlo4te pret^ clearly the mind of tjteBtty

nodeAooording to the rq^rt of Col. Dennis, the mode proposed for a settlement

AoAy to the half-breeds the liuids on which they had located—unless It bad
been takoi by settiers or for speculative purposes In full settlement of their olaims.

This policy onr Oovemment oarried out (cheers). Not a single person has vfuc been
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