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CHAPTER I.

ni(tb-pld«a of tb« author.—The fimt tinruj h« waianld Apom bii niothAr,

psMvi through Mvcral other hands.

Canwell County, I am not able to tell

Is what was told mo bjr

I wBn born irt^North Carolina, in

in whiit month or yuar. What I nhall now relate

my mother and srandmolhor. A few months before I was born, rav father

marrit)(l my mother's younji; miHtress. As soon as my father's wire hoard
o( iny birth, she sent one of my mother's ^istors lo see whether I waa
while or black, and wtien my uunt had soon me, she returned bnck as

Booii an hUo could, and told her mistress that I was white, and resiitn^lt'd

Mr, Roper very much. INfr. Roper's wile notbeiuR pleased yith this

re|H>it, Nhe i^ot a lar^e oiktb stick ami knife, and hastened to tho place in

wiiidh my mother wart coniined. She went into my mother's room with
a full intention to murdor mdy^with her knife and ^lub, but as she was
^oinif to stick tho knife into me. my grandmother happening to come in,

fnii<>lit the knife and saved my life. But as well as 1 can recollect from
what my mother told me, my father sold her and myself soon after her
confinement. I catmot recollect atwthing that is w:d|rth nolic* till I va\
bix or seven years of age. My moiher being half white and my father a
white man, [ was at that time very white. Soqn after I was six or seven
yeare of a«ze, my mother's old masteK died, Wt Js, my father's wife's

father. All his slaves had to be divided amonc t|ie children.* I have
m<)ntionc<l before of my father disposing of^e ; I am not Hure whether ho
exclmnjjjed me and my mother for anothefNslave or not, but think it verv
likely ho did exchange

,me with one of hnj wife's brothers or sisters,

because I remember when my mother's old master died, 1 was living with
my father's wife's brother-iit'law, whose name was Mr. Durham. My
mother was drawn vrjfh the other slaves.

The way J^hey divitle their slaves is this ; they write the names of

'^lifTerent slaves on^a small piece of pap-r, and put it into a bo\, and Irt

them all draw. I think that.Mr. Durham drew ray mother, and Mr. Fow.-

• Slaves are usually a part or||^cninriiH|!(> |iortion, liit lont nithrr t

bo returned to the C!»tat<^ at the (hlccaw of (he fatht'r, in onlei*' th.it

divided equally among his thildr n.

Irfln given. I"

I hey may bf

A.'

j^m "^j.


