
W4 BY WHAT AUTHORITY ?

and even her Upe did not qoirer. Sie was kneeling and

leaning back now. and her hands weie clasped te her

lap. There was a proud content in lier face ; her dear

hrother bad not ottered one name on the rack except

those of the Saviour and of the Blessed Mother. So the

Uentenant had told her.

Suddenly his eyes opened and tbtn was nothing but

pesos in them; and his Ups moved. Isabel leaned forward

on her hands and bent her ear to his mootii till his fafeath

was watm on it, and she could hear the whisper. . . .

Then die opened ttw book that lay face down on the

tabie and b^ian to read on, from the point at y^iich

die had laM it down two hoars befM«:
" * Erai auUm kora terliti : et cmcifixinmt mmk. ' And

it was the tlnrd hxmr end they crucified him . . . And
witii him they cradfy two thteves, the one on his ri^t
hand, and tite other on his left And the scripture waa
fcdffled which saith, And he was numbered with the

transgressors.

Her voice wss slow and steady as she read the nnfamiliar

Latin, still kneding, with the book a little raised to catch

the candldig^t. and her grave tranqoi! eyes bent upon it.

Only once did hervdce ftdter.and tb*^ she commanded it

again immediatdy ; and tiutt, as s)
' * Erani auUm

a muliens ieUmit as-bicunUt." " <r. ^i-e alsowomen
looking on afar off.

And so the tale crept on, minutt
. , minute, and the

priest lay with closed eyes to hear it; until the mocking

was complete, and the darkness of the sixth hour had
come and gone, and tiie Saviour had cried aloud on His

Father, and given up the ghost ; and the centurion that

stood by had borne witness. And tiie great Criminal

slept in tbe garden, in the sepulchre " wherein was never

man yet laid.'

There was a listening silmce as the voice ceased without

another falter. Isabd laid fbt book down and looked

«t him again ; and his eym opened laiqpiidly.

He had not yet said more ^lan sin^ words, snd even

now his voice was so faint that die had to put her ear

dose to his mmxtin. It seemed to her that his soul had


