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soever hath the mind that was in Christ, the same is our

brother, and sister, and mother.

"3. In the year 1729, four young students in Oxford

agreed to spend their evenings together. They were all

zealous members of the Church of England, and had no

peculiar opinions, but were distinguished only by their con-

stant attendance on the church and sacrament. In 1735

they were increased to fifteen; when the chief of them

embarked for America, intending to preach to the heathen

Indians. Methodism then seemed to die away; but it re-

vived again in the year 1738; especially after Mr. Wesley

(not being allowed to preach in the churches) began to

preach in the fields. One and another then coming to in-

quire what they must do to be saved, he desired them to

meet him altogether; which they did, and increased con-

tinually in number. In November, a large building, the

Foundry, being offered him. he liegan preaching therein

morning and evening; at five in the morning and seven in

the evening, that the people's labor might not be hindered.

"4. From the beginning the men and women sat apart,

as they always did in the primitive church, and none were

suffered to call any place their own, but the first comers

sat down first. They had no pews, and all the be'' hes for

rich and poor were of the same construction. Mr. Wesley

began the service with a short prayer, then sung a hymn

and preached (usually about half an hour), then sung a few

verses of another hymn, and concluded with prayer. His

constant doctrine was salvation by faith, preceded by re-

pentance, and followed by holiness.

"5. But when a large number of people was joined, the

great difficulty was to keep them together. For they were

continually scattering hither and thither, and we knew no

way to help it. But God provided for this also, when we


