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tlreat llritaiii ami the l'iiite<l States coiihuiiu- yearly

atiuiit i>)j,<«K) tons of pulii \v<mmI wliitli is tlu- prinluct of

alnrnt 9i>,<t«M> arrcs tif hpnuf wimxIIjiikI to Ik.- (U-mnUil of

itH spruce every year to Hiipply the lU-matnl i»f these two

countries. At that rate it woiihl t.ike .S,<«>«> y^iirs to «le-

stroy tht present e.\i-«ti!ij{ '-prui-e i rop. Hut spruce re-

pro'Uices itself, to tlif sizes Iwst suiteil fi)r pulp, in ,V'

years. As the first y>,ixx> acres cut over would have Ji**'

vears to repro<luce the second j^rowth, it is evident that

the sjtruce forests of Canaila can stan«l all den)an<ls u\^u\

theui without fear of total deprivation in the lapse of

time.

I^xjwrts, in order to indicate the >,'reat area in Can-

ada occupied liy the spruce as ils habitat, have tleclareil

that in Canaila an area ecpial to that of luinland couhl he

cut over every year and still the rei)ro«lr.L'tive powers of

the spruce would maintain he eciuilihrium of detnaml

aiul supply. There may Iw exa^^K^^ration in this state-

ment hut it fairly enough gives expression to the im-

mensity of the area filled for *'k growtl-. of spruce.

In the Province of yu€l>ec it is estir-ated that there

are 2oo,otx),<KXj acres of timber limits jstly timl)ered

with black spruce, the most valuable of all wcxxls for

pulp and pa])er puriMJses.

There is still another consideration of great imi)ort-

anre in estimating the value of the wood-pulp industry.

The black spruce is considered to be better than white

for pulp. As the black spruce grows on the hills and

rocky groutid, wliik- tJie white spruce loves the valleys of

the streams and other situations where there is more soil,

it follows that we have a much larger extent of black

than of white spruce forest.

The premier of the province recently stated that in

1892 spruce limits were sold for about fS per mile, while

in the year iSy9 the (iovernment sold similar limits for

f 150 per mile, the price thus rising, under the pressure of

demand, nearly ly times what it was seven years l)efore.


