Good show, but little dough

By LOREN ARDUINI

Il certainly wasn’t Live Aid, but
York did attempt a mini version of
the event Saturday in Burton Audit-
orium.

The benefit concert presented by
York Artists Who Help Others
(YAWHO) involved five bands raising
money for a worthy cause. It is the
second year the annual event has
been staged and even though many
aspects of the production have
improved since last year, the event
still has a long way to go before it
attracts the attention it really
deserves.

The proceeds from the event are to
help pay transportation costs for the
Columbus Centre Special Children’s
Summer Camp. The camp, which
operates for eight weeks during the
summer, provides activities for men-
tally handicapped children.

The event was created by the
YAWHO council, made up of first and
second year music students. This
year’s YAWHO board consists of Judy
Dalume as Chairperson, Simon
Elkin for off-campus publicity and
band arrangement, Angus Stewart
as performance co-ordinator and
Rosanne King in charge of campus
publicity. Elkin also acted as Master
of Ceremonies and kept the audience
amused with his skit based on late-
night dubbed Chinese movies and
his juggling act with one roll of tape
and lots of imagination.

The evening started cff 20 minutes
late due to technical difficulties but

the delay was well worth the wait as
the opening band Particle Zoo soon
demonstrated.

The energetic five piece band
enjoys playing upbeat tunes with an
exotic twist. The band creates its
own unique mix of original numbers
by never limiting itself to one style.
The set ranged from a strong punk
beat to laid back, relaxing tones.

“*How Do You Feel,” one of the
songs performed for the concert, is
slightly reminiscent of earlier Talk-
ing Heads work. The band’s forté
lies in its boundless quest for the new
and captivating, a mandate which
grants them promise and attracts a
loyal following.

The following band Pleazure Cru-
ize played energetic renditions of
such tunes as the Simple Minds’
“Don’t You Forget About Me,”
Genesis’ “Turn It On,” and Blue
Peter’s “‘Don’t Walk on Past.” The
simulations were impressive as were
the electronic sound effects added to
the Blue Peter’s number.

The next band up was Luisa, a
popular choice with the audience.
Luisa, the 18 year old singer of the
band, entertained the crowd with her
charismatic manner and exceptional
voice. Her set consisted of four orig-
inal tunes which will be released on
her upcoming album, and included
an impressive rendition of Luba's
“Everytime I See Your Picture I Cry.”

The songs are all danceable pop
tunes with a touch of jazz for added
allure. Simon Elkin (drums) and
Angus Stewart (piano and drums)
are both on the YAWHO council.

A strange turn of events then hap-
pened during intermission, as the
bulk of the 70 member audience van-
ished, and did not return for the
remaining sets of The Risk and Still
Life.

*I'd like to thank both of you who
remained after the break,” The Risk’s
lead singer sarcastically commented.
“Thanks Mom, thanks Dad.”

The Risk also experienced techni-
cal difficulties prior to playing, but
managed to make the best of things
with some original songs and offbeat
humour. Some of their novel
numbers included *“‘High Teason,”
“The March of the Madman,” and
**Say Goodbye.”

Still Life topped off the evening
with their truly unique mix of
sounds. The seven-piece band blends
a calypso rhythm and relaxing lyrics
for exotic seduction by lead singer
Densil Pinnock. “I'm Not Alone”
featured interesting drum work by
Richard Winston (who also plays
with the Shuffle Demons) and a sax
solo.

The unfortunate aspect of the
event was the poor audience turnout.
Dalume had expected a greater turn-
out than last year’s 200 people. But
less than half that showed up this
year. The $400 raised from ticket
sales was greatly appreciated but
nowhere near the amount expected.
Next year’s event could perhaps
learn from this and place an even
greater emphasis on publicity to
ensure the high turnout attendence
needed to make such a benefit a
complete success.

The ky’s the limit for Tribal Sun

LET THE SUN SHINE: Lead singer and English major Mike Smith
strums his guitar as he thinks of Milton.

By STAN KLICH

Whilc interviewing the members
of the rock band Tribal Sun, it was
made clear that the music business
isn't always what it’s envisioned to
be.

Although there is always the
dream of platinum records and
handsome royalties, Tribal Sun
understands that it 1s a lot of hard
work which may not even pay off.

[t’s because of this reality that the
members of Tribal Sun have found it
necessary to back themselves up with
more than a dream and combine
their musical endeavors with school.

Tribal Sun, formed in 1986, has
had its share of successes and disap-
pointments. Their debut concert at
Toronto’s Diamond Club gave the
band good exposure and a strong
start. They continued to rise in the
music scene by performing with
Refugee at Nathan Phillips Square as

part of a Fur Trapping rally spon-
sored by the Toronto Humane
Society.

After performing a series of con-
certs around Toronto, they went into
the studio to record a demo. At one
point the band was even offered a
major management contract, but
they turned it down because it
proved to be a poor offer. The band
continues to forge ahead with a
music video made for the Toronto
Humane Society’s television tele-
thon and by playing in different bars
and pubs.

Mike Smith, lead guitarist for Tri-
bal Sun, is an English major at York
and has been in the music business
for a number of years. As a member
of other bands he had opened for
acts such as Lee Aaron, Rick San-
ters, and The Good Brothers. Smith
explained why he had decided to
pursue a university education and
play in a band at the same time, *‘It's

(music) is such an up and down busi-
ness. I mean you could be on top one
day and what happens when that
ends? Where’s your subsistence?
What do you do?”

Smith also noted the myths that
the music business tends to create
and the fantasies of stardom that
result. **So many people think that if
you make it in a rock band you're
set. For instance, Kim Mitchell.
Many think that he’s driving around
in a beautiful car and lives in an
expensive condo but he's really not
making that much money,” he said.

The other members of the band,
drummer Mike Klug, keyboardist
Brain Koerssen and bassist Steve
Skingley have also found other
means to support themselves should
they not make it in the music
business.

Koerssen has a degree in Electron-
ics from George Brown College,
while Klug has a degree in Human
Service administration from Sheri-
dan College and is still thinking of fur-
thering his education. Skingley gradu-
ated in Sound Engineering from
Fanshaw College and is presently
studying music at Humber.

Skingley feels that not having
another profession to fall back on is
a mistake. Although his education is
directly related to music, he feels he
is making himself versatile enough
that there will always be work
available.

Yet the music business is first and
foremost a business. The product is
the band and as Smith pointed out,
“They're (the music promoters,
record companies, etc.) not going to
deal with a bunch of jerks. With the
sums of money they're throwing
around they want to make sure that
those guys are on the ball.”

Skingley illustrated the cost and
the hardships of making it in Can-
ada. “It's a fact that you cannot
make money in Canada off an album
... Some bands will go and spend
$185,000 on a recording budget and
even if you go gold you'll be lucky to
recoup the cost,” he said.

Obtaining an education is also
reflected in the way the band is run.
The habits developed while pursuing
their respective degrees have been
their greatest asset in their perform-
ing endeavours.

P/OP MULTIPLIED

Pop and Op Multiples from the Art Gallery of
York University Collection

February 19 to
March 27, 1987

Art Gallery of York University
Ross N145 736-5169

Mon/Tues/Fri 10-5
Wed/Thurs 10-9
Sunday 12-5

Allen Jones Janet is Wearing lithograph
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THE WINDS RESTAURANT

SUPERB CHINESE FOOD
DINING, TAKE-OUT & HOME DELIVERY
UNIVERSITY CITY PLAZA
59 FOUR WINDS DR., DOWNSVIEW, ONT.
PHONE: 736-4646
SUN-THURS, 11:30 a.m.-12:00 midnight
FR!I & SAT, 11:30 a.m.-1:00 a.m.

PERSONNEL INC.

Pinstripe has placement power! With positions available galore,
permanent and temporary.

We are looking for skilled, well groomed undergraduates and
graduates for permanent and temporary positions.

Put those “‘hard learned’ skills to work for you. If you are
dynamic, aggressive and confident in your knowledge and skills
and want to get ahead in the hectic corporate world, then let

PINSTRIPE TAILOR MAKE A JOB TO SUIT YOU!
Don’t delay please call today!

Raffaella Boardman/Megan Tuttleman 863-0022

330 BAY STREET, SUITE 220, TORONTO, ONTARIO M5H 258

Humber can put the
finishing touch to your degree with a
program that will make you employable

in a number of high-demand computer
career areas.

STEMS
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There’s even a summer
semester so you can get started on your
new career right away.

Call 675-5000 for more information, or
clip and mail the coupon below for a copy
of our Information Systems Newsletter.

DAVE HAISELL, BUSINESS DIVISION HUI,‘Q/\ T
205 HUMBER COLLEGE BLVD. Colleg@
ETOBICOKE, ONTARIO, MW 5L7
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